
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Service 
  
 

 

Prelude:                     “This is My Father’s World”                 (Jeff Nelson) 
 
Introit 
 

 
Call to Worship: 
As we gather for Worship, we remember God’s faithfulness. 
In our wandering, we seek God’s guidance. 
In our pain, we seek God’s comfort. 
In our hunger, we seek God’s provision. 
In all our living, we experience God’s grace and goodness. 
Let us Worship our God! 
Let us together Worship our faithful God!! 
 

 

Prayer: 
Gracious God, in our Worship we anticipate and acknowledge the blessing 
that comes from the touch of your Spirit. We continue to learn of your 
abundant grace as we take to heart the Bible stories of your constant love. 
You provided our ancestors in the faith with food for their journey to the 
Promised Land. You guided them forward on the march to freedom. In the 
face of persecution, Paul and the Philippians were able to encourage one 
another in the confidence of your presence with them. And here today we 
claim that same assurance of sustenance and guidance. Our confidence is 
built on what we know of your love in and through Jesus Christ, our 
brother and friend, our savior and Lord.  
Like our ancestors before us, we complain when things do not go our own 
way. We want abundance of everything rather than what is sufficient to 
sustain us. We would rather be elsewhere than where we are at the 
moment. When things do not go our way we ask: Where were you? We 
would rather you serve us than be accountable for ourselves. You gave 



manna and quail to those before us, yet we still doubt you will be there for 
us.  
Forgive our lack of trust in your goodness and grant us forgiveness, we 
humbly pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
*Gloria Patri                                                                      (Greatorex)                                                                 

  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

  
  

 
Scriptures:  From the Law of the Old Testament  Exodus 16:2-15 

 

New Revised Standard Version 

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against 

Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, 

“If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you 

have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 

assembly with hunger.” 

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from 

heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather 

enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will 

follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare 

what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on 

other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the 

evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out 

of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory 

of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against 



the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And 

Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening 

and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard 

the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your 

complaining is not against us but against the LORD.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of 

the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your 

complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 

of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory 

of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke to Moses 

and said, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 

them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 

have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 

the LORD your God.’” 

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the 

morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the 

layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a 

fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the 

Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?”[a] For they 

did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that 

the LORD has given you to eat. 
 
 

From the Letters of Paul:                                                          Philippians 1:21-30 

 

New Revised Standard Version 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in 

the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know 

which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+16%3A2-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1963a


to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain 

in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of 

this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 

progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share abundantly in your 

boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about 

you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving 

side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in 

no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence 

of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s 

doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 

of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since 

you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 

hear that I still have. 

 
                            
Anthem:                “How Can I Keep From Singing”   (Craig Courtney) 

 

My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing.  

It finds an echo in my soul.  How can I keep from singing? 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

What though my joys and comforts die?  The Lord my Savior liveth. 

What though the darkness gather round?  Songs in the night He giveth. 

 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am His!  How can I keep from singing? 

 



 
From the Gospels:                                                   Matthew 20:1-16 
 

New Revised Standard Version 

The Laborers in the Vineyard 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After 

agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage,[a] he sent 

them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he 

saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and 

about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he 

went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 

‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 

the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those 

hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 

daily wage.[b] 10 Now when the first came, they thought they 

would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 

daily wage.[c] 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 

the usual daily wage?[d] 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23793a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23800b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23801c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23804d


envious because I am generous?’[e] 16 So the last will be first, and 

the first will be last.”[f] 

 

Sermon:                         “What is Important?”       Rev. Marty Westermeyer 
 

 
Sermon Hymn:        “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  (Chancel Choir) 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23806e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23807f


Benediction: 
 

Benediction Response                                             (Chancel Choir)                                     
 

Postlude:                           “Miniature For Organ”                  (Flor Peeters) 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Preaching Today:  Rev. Marty Westermeyer 

Liturgist:  Carolyn Reisinger   
Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 
 
 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 
with filming and to Kyle Taylor for film editing. 


