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A Message from the Designated Pulpit Supply Minister:
Rev. J. Martin (Marty) Westermeyer
It is important for people of every generation to learn from the
mistakes of the past. This seems to be obvious, but is it? No one
really wants to repeat someone else’s mistakes but yet we do this
quite often. We have God’s Word at hand and yet when we read it
or listen to it we don’t make a connection for ourselves. As we
listen to God’s Word we need to make it as real to ourselves as
possible.
The Scriptures explore and deal with a wide variety of subjects most all of which can and should be brought up to date for us. The
situations with which the biblical writers were dealing are
situations with which we must deal on a daily basis. We need to
look at Scripture as it applies to each of us today. God’s truth is an
eternal truth. Sometimes we would prefer not to have the reality
and truth of the Scriptures not to apply to us in our daily situations.
This learning from history carries over into all areas of our lives.
We need to see and know what has happened in our recent history
as well as ancient history. This is true for us individually and as a
nation. There are some things in the past that were good and
should be done again. Other things should be avoided. I hope we
have learned something from our national history. We need to
critically look at our past history to decide what we should be
doing in the future.
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In the church we need to be especially aware of our history and our
historical relationship to Christ. We need to be critical of all that
we have done in the past to see how it relates to our faith today. We
need to be constantly checking our actions and programs against
the Gospel and our understanding of what Jesus has in mind for us.
If we do this we will be on the growing edge of faith. God’s Word
will lead us into new paths and guide our ministry if only we will
let it.

What is God calling you to do today?
Continue to share the faith - see you in church!
Pastor Marty
Designated Pulpit Supply Note
During the past month, I have been involved with organizing the
Sunday Service and assisting in leading the Worship experience. I
have also been reaching out with calls and/or notes to members of
the congregation. Initially, I was asked to offer Pastoral Care to the
homebound and those in facilities. I continue to do that and to pray
for those on the Prayer List every day – BUT, I also pray for all the
members/friends of St. John’s that are listed in the Church
Directory. I wanted to be clear – I am praying for ALL individuals
connected to St. John’s UCC, not just those who are on the list. We
all can benefit by being in prayer for one another.
May we continue to be in ministry together as we journey.

A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee
Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the people
of Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as we search for a new
pastor. We pray for the life of our congregation, that we may
continue to be guided by your love and strengthened in our
mission to serve you through ministry, fellowship and worship. We
pray for the search committee, that their hearts and minds may be
open to what your spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose
name is yet known to you alone, that he or she be open to your call.
Give us your grace to follow where you would lead us and grant us
your peace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Worship Experiences at St. John’s UCC
As we move into the fall, the Worship calendar starts to fill up and
get busy - even more so since the COVID19 situation. Sunday
morning Worship becomes THE MOST IMPORTANT time
together for the gathering of Christians.
Michael Sullivan and I sat down the other day and went through
the calendar through the Christmas Season. I was interested in
what special traditions, events, music, etc. would be used on
certain Sundays of the Liturgical Calendar. We walked through the
Sundays and I thought it would be a good idea to give you a rough
idea what is to come in the future, but also noting that more details
will be worked out closer to any of those dates. On the Sunday’s
there will be no special events occurring, we will still gather in
Worship as we have been doing since late summer.
October:
4 - World Communion Sunday. It is a scheduled Communion
Sunday, but a time to remember that Christians all over the world
will be gathering and remembering our unity in Jesus Christ as we
gather about the table. We are planning on hearing Scripture in
different languages and the Liturgy will be focused around the
theme.
25 - Reformation Sunday. I hope to have the liturgy reflective of
and remembering Martin Luther and his impact on our faith. As
one of the early Reformers we take time to remember. Of course,
we will be singing “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”
November:
1 - All Saints Sunday. This day actually falls on All Saints Day this
year. A time to remember and honor those members and friends of
the church who have entered into Life Eternal. We will also
Celebrate Holy Communion since it is the first Sunday of the
Month.
continued on next page
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8 or 15 - Stewardship Sunday. As of this writing, neither date has
been chosen. On some weeks prior, members of the congregation
will be sharing about the support of the church and on the 8 or 15,
we will bring those tithes/pledges to church to be collected and
dedicated.
Season of Advent
November 29, December 6, December 13, December 20
Each week we will take time to light the Advent Candles
remembering the themes of: Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. On
December 6 we will celebrate Holy Communion. During these four
Sundays, of course, we will be singing Advent hymns and
Christmas Carols. There will also be special music throughout the
season from our musicians and singers.
Christmas Season:
The Christmas Season begins on December 24 when we celebrate
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Details will be
shared closer to the date.
I do look forward to assisting in Worship as we journey through
these coming months. The anticipation as we move through these
weeks intensifies as we acknowledge God’s presence among us
and conclude with the Celebration of Jesus Christ into our world.
Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer

St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? On the next page are the various ways that
you can continue to stay connected to our worship life together.
You will still be able to access the bulletin and order of worship for
Sunday on our church website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You
will be able to access the worship services in several different
ways:

continued on next page
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Call in (audio only)
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To access
this each Sunday, you can do the following:
- At 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-6799
(either number will work).
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a meeting
ID – that ID is 997-401- 6614.
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter a
number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to the
audio of the service.
That is it. You will be connected.
Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m.
ET each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well.
There are multiple ways to access the video of the worship service.
St. John’s UCC website
http://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
On the front page of the website will be a permanent link to the worship
service. This will take you to a page where the video will be shown.
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport
You do not need to have a Facebook account to access this page (but
Facebook will nag you about making an account, nothing we can do
about that). The service will be posted here. If you have a Facebook account, you will be able to post comments, questions, thoughts about
what you experience and how the Spirit speaks to you.
St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5

This link will take you to the St. John’s YouTube channel and the most
recent worship service as well as other videos we are working on. If you
have a “Smart TV” or something like a Roku, AppleTV, or other device
you can also access this through your TV.
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The Story of “Just As I Am”
Have you ever felt frustrated that you couldn’t do more for your
church? That you don’t have anything special to offer?
Charlotte Elliott, the author of the hymn, “Just As I Am,” certainly
felt that way. She had been a brilliant and vivacious woman until
an illness left her an invalid. Her situation left her quite
depressed. She felt that she no longer had anything to offer —
nothing to give.
But a pastor, Dr. Caesar Malan, came to visit her. Noting her
despair, he encouraged her to give her life to Christ — to come to
Christ just as she was. That comment started a turnaround for
her. While she remained an invalid, she began to search for ways
to make her life meaningful. And Dr. Malan’s words stayed with
her — “Come to Christ just as you are.”
Several years later, she wrote this hymn, which has become a
favorite around the world. While she wrote more than a hundred
hymns, this one in particular has affected more lives than she ever
could have imagined.
So if you ever wonder what you can do to make your life
meaningful, just put it in Christ’s hands and go where he
leads. Christ has a way of using ordinary people to do
extraordinary things.
Blessings,
Michael

continued on next page

A Thank You For Our Online Worship Services
On September 20, 2020 St. John’s UCC launched our
own online worship services. While we were doing this
with our sister churches for several months, this was our first solo
experience. We would like to give a big thank you to Michael
Sullivan and Dobin Park for the filming of our online services and
to Kyle Taylor for film editing of the services. These online
services would not be possible if not for the time and talent of these
individuals. Thanks again for all that you do.
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Illumination Youth Ministries Updates
Upcoming Schedule
Wednesday, October 21-- 6:30 - 8:00 PM at United Church of Christ,
Fort Thomas (15 S Fort Thomas Ave, Fort Thomas):
This will be another socially-distanced affair--please wear a mask! We
will have a fire and decorate pumpkins. Maybe think of a spooky
story to share?
Wednesday, November 4-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-MEETING LINK ): contact Melanie Sorrell for meeting link.
Winter is a hard season for a lot of folks, but especially those who are
homeless. Let’s meet virtually and prep some go-packs. Please RSVP
so that I can drop off materials.
ADULTS:
We are in need of adults who want to hang out with us. We’re a pretty
fun (and energetic) bunch. We need interested adults to go through a
background check. After that, you’ll work with Melanie to schedule as
many or as few dates as your availability allows.
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCCBellevue, St John’s UCC Newport and Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas.
Middle School and High School Youth (Grades 6-12) are invited and
encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on the
first and third Wednesday of each month. Friends are always
welcome—we just ask that everyone sign in for meetings with
appropriate emergency contact information.
For more information, please contact the Illumination Coordinator:
Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859)468-8076 Email:
melaniemcb@gmail.com
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A Message From Our Leadership Team Treasurer
I want to keep you up to date on our finances. First, we have
received the final installment from the June Jana estate, amounting
to $22,692 and change. This brings the total received from her
estate to nearly $150,000. The Leadership Team soon will place a
plaque in recognition of her generosity.
Second, we continue to hold our own financially, thanks to your
continued giving. We are awaiting information regarding applying
for forgiveness of the PPP (Payroll Protection Program) loan; our
bank informed us recently that they are waiting also.
Finally, we will launch our fall stewardship campaign in October,
with Consecration Sunday early in November. So now is the time
to begin prayerful consideration of what your pledge for 2021 will
be.

Thanks again for your support!
Chuck Hawkins,
Treasurer

Next Visitor Deadline:

Monday, October 26, 2020
If you would like to submit an article or receive
The Visitor via email please contact
StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the CONTACT US heading on our
website and fill out the appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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Sunday, October 11th is
Pastor Appreciation Day.
Take a moment and let Pastor
Marty know how much we
appreciate all that he has
done for us and St. John’s.

Cincinnati Bell Email Issues
Do you have a Cincinnati Bell email address? If so, you may have
problems getting emails from the church. All you need to do is follow
the instructions provided below:
Please contact Cincinnati Bell and tell them you are not receiving
emails from the church; for example,
stjohnsucc@stjohnsuccnewport.org. They will be able to assist
you to see what the problem may be.
We have checked with our service provider and they
have determined that the issue is with Cincinnati
Bell. Cincinnati Bell marks the emails coming
from the church as SPAM
To clarify, this is not for the weekly email you are receiving from us
every Friday. This is only for emails you may receive from the church
office, Pastor Marty, Kelli, Michael and Kyle. You can still send emails
to us at the church and we do receive them but we are unable to reply
back. Once again, this is for anyone that has a Cincinnati Bell, Fuse or
Zoomtown account. Please contact the church office if there are any
questions.

Updating the 2021 Church Directory
Last chance to have your information updated
for the directory!
The church office will begin the process of updating the church
directory for 2021. If you could take a moment to fill out the form on
page 11 and drop it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or mail it to
the church office, we will take care of updating your information. If you
do not know the dates for some of the information on the form, don’t
worry, you can just leave it blank. Thank you for all of your help in this
endeavor.
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Family Name & Children 17 years and under:___________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Adult 1____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________
Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________
Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us to
enter your birthyear
___________________________________________________________
Anniversary: _______________________________________________
Date Joined: _______________________________________________

Baptism Date: ______________________________________________
Confirmation Date: _________________________________________
Adult 2____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________
Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________
Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us to
enter your birthyear
__________________________________________________________
Anniversary: _______________________________________________

Date Joined: _______________________________________________
Baptism Date: ______________________________________________
Confirmation Date: _________________________________________
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries
October Birthdays
October 2nd: Brooke Albert
October 3rd: Barbara Coppage, Marty Westermeyer & David Stamm
October 4th: Peggy Westlund
October 5th: Jeri McLane
October 7th: Paul Bergmann & Beverly Bill
October 8th: Joyce Bauer
October 9th: Joan Berkemeyer
October 11th: Barbara Crapser
October 17th: McKenzie Williams
October 18th: Shirley Suggs
October 21st: Lauren Burn & Linda Chism
October 24th: Ed VonStrohe
October 25th: Stephanie Brinkman
October 26th: Paige Barber
October 27th: Frank Kreutzer
October 27th: Carol Thompson *Corrected Birthday
October 28th: Jim Thompson

October Anniversaries
October 4th: Don & Mary Haas (68 years)
October 8th: Justin & Emily Fussinger (4 years)
October 9th: Charles & Barbara Crapser (49 years)
October 10th: Jim & Christine Schwalbach (22 years)
October 23rd: Steve & Darlene Dawson (49 years)
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to our
friends and family celebrating during the month of October!
Each month we will list everyone’s birthday and anniversary so that we can
celebrate our friends and family in the congregation. While we have a good
database of everyone’s birthday and anniversary, we are still missing some.
Please call the church office if we miss one of your special celebration dates.
Over the next year we ask that you let us know if we miss your special day so
that we can enter the information into our PowerChurch database. By doing
this, we will be sure to have your special days on file for the next year.
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Home Communion History Started by Rev. Henry Marksberry
In March 2008 Rev. Henry Marksberry (along with the support of
Pastor Steve Hecky) organized a “Home Communion Team”. This
Team was and is to serve members of the congregation who are
homebound and unable to attend Sunday church. Rev. Marksberry
guided the Team through the organizational part and how to visit and
serve communion to these members. In the beginning there were
about eight church members who signed up to be part of the Team.
Today only one of the original Team continues with this ministry.
When Pastor Steve went on his Sabbatical Carolyn Reisinger stepped
up to help Rev. Henry and the Team. The Team now consists of
Carol Haas and Joan Berkemeyer (who joined in 2017). Eight people
are currently being served monthly with Holy Communion on behalf
of St. John’s UCC. A special thanks to Rev. Marksberry for his
initiative and foresight to start this ministry knowing it was something
much needed in our church even back in 2008. Rev. Marksberry
should be commended for all he has done for our church and the
support he has given St. John’s through his many years as not only a
pastor but as a compassionate and caring person.

In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Food Pantry
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln
Music Fund
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Linda Meier
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Bonnie Hoffmann
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Joan Berkemeyer
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Jerome & Betty Larmann
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Janet Ginter
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ John & Elizabeth Robson
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Mary Ann & Jeffrey Downing
In Loving Memory of Janet Grant ~ Martha Malone
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