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A Message from the Designated Pulpit Supply Minister:
Rev. J. Martin (Marty) Westermeyer
I would like to thank all of you who remembered my Birthday with
cards and greetings. Also, thanks to those who recognized Pastoral
Appreciation month and for the flowers on October 11th. I greatly
appreciate all the thoughts, prayers and cards.
* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Here we are entering November and I’m looking at all the leaves
that will soon be on the ground and waiting to be raked. I see all
the jobs that I hoped to do being delayed because of the coming
cool and then cold weather. I’m not ready for the coming of
winter’s hectic activities, as we go from Thanksgiving, to Advent
to Christmas to the New Year. On top of all that, there are special
meetings, the extra planning for services, and other personal things
to do as the holidays approach.
This kind of list could go on and on. And I know that you can
make your own list for the situation you are in right now. We all
do that in our own way. What I am suggesting for us to do is to
stop that process for a moment, and instead look at the things for
which we can thank God. Yes, I know that Thanksgiving is coming
and will soon be upon us, but thanking God should take place all
year long and not just on one day during the year.
We are all anxious about tomorrow, the next day, next week, next
month; but Jesus has told us that we are not to worry. In the Gospel
of Matthew, Chapter 6, Jesus tells us, “Seek first the kingdom of
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God and God’s righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as
well. Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
be anxious for itself. Let the day’s trouble be sufficient for the day.”
Are you thankful for God’s presence with you every day? Or are you
like me, and try to do things on your own? I work from a calendar,
planning ahead, sometimes even a year. What I need to keep
reminding myself and what I want to share with you is: God is with us
everyday, giving us sufficient strength, courage, patience, and love to
endure; each day, one day at a time, one hour at a time.
I am thankful for today for God’s presence and for what God has
given me:
The support of my family, my friends, my colleagues, my church
family!
For what are you thankful TODAY?
Continue to share the faith - see you in church!
Pastor Marty
Interim Note
During the past month, I have continued to be involved with
organizing the Sunday Service and assisting in leading the Worship
experience – both online and on Sunday mornings. I am still reaching
out with calls and/or notes to members of the congregation. I
officiated at one funeral for a person connected to St. John’s UCC. I
appreciate getting to know members of the congregation – even if it is
difficult during this COVID19 situation. A reminder that all of you
are being lifted in prayer, even if not named aloud, every day. We all
can benefit by being in prayer for one another. May we continue to be
in ministry together as we journey.

A Message from our Pastoral Search Committee
The Search Team continues the process of reading and evaluating
profiles as we seek interviews and opportunities.

"And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose." Romans 8:28
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A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee
Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the
people of Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as we search
for a new pastor. We pray for the life of our congregation, that
we may continue to be guided by your love and strengthened in our
mission to serve you through ministry, fellowship and worship. We
pray for the search committee, that their hearts and minds may be
open to what your spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose name
is yet known to you alone, that he or she be open to your call. Give us
your grace to follow where you would lead us and grant us your
peace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Prayer Ministry Group
I Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
The Prayer Group is rejoicing and giving thanks because after 7 ½
months we have resumed meeting in the Parlor. Our group is small but
our purpose is huge. We lift up in prayer each person on our list as we
meet together each week and every day when we are alone in our own
homes. If you or anyone you know needs our prayers, please call Kelli
in the office or call me at home, 859-261-2567. As always, everything is
strictly confidential.
Yours in Prayer,
Darlene Knepshield
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The Story of “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”
This famous hymn is the product of Ray Palmer who was a pastor.
It is one of the most beloved hymns produced by an American
Christian.
Ray Palmer was born in Little Compton, Rhode Island in 1808 and
grew up in Boston Massachusetts. He attended Yale University. He
spent most of his earthy life as a pastor. This hymn was written
when he was only 22 years old. Ray is quoted as saying "The
words of the hymn were born of my own soul".
This hymn was written when he was overwhelmed with
thankfulness to the Lord. It was this expression of thankfulness that
led to the words of this hymn. It was an expression of his
convictions about faith. He wrote this as a poem not intending that
it would be turned into a hymn.
It is said that he was so absorbed mentally in writing this hymn that
he cried when he finished the final line. He copied the words into a
book and used them frequently for meditation.
The music of this hymn was written in 1830 by musician Lowell
Mason (1792-1872). They met by chance in Boston and Mason
asked Palmer if he had anything that could be included in the
hymnbook "Spiritual Songs for Social Worship".
It was then that Palmer produced the poem that he had been using
for his meditation and he gave it to Lowell Mason. That is how a
private poem about faith ended up as a hymn.
In the book, "A Treasure Of Hymns", there is a story that is
connected to this hymn. It is said that during the American civil
war, eight soldiers met in a tent to pray. They were all worried
about their lives and they decided to send a message of comfort to
their families in case they died. They all copied the final stanza of
this hymn and each one signed it. The next morning seven of the
soldiers were killed.
continued on next page
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Mason told Palmer, “you may live many years and do many good
things, but I think you will be always be best known as the author
of ‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” I think we will all agree that
this beautiful hymn has been a source of comfort for all of us
through the years. Thanks to these wonderful men of faith for
bringing it to us.
Blessings,
Michael
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Stewardship Letter
Members and Friends of St. John’s UCC,
I wanted to send along a few thoughts as we again enter stewardship
“season”. As you all know, we as a congregation have been through some
very rough times over the past 8 years. I won’t go through the history; you
all know it as well as I do. I will say that personally I have gone from
extreme highs to extreme lows during this time. It is my hope that we can
pull together, forgive one another, ask forgiveness for our own mis-steps,
and “forge a new future” for St. John’s.
That said, I point out that one real positive for this year is that I have not
had to move funds from our investment accounts. You may recall that at
our Congregational Meeting I asked for and was granted permission to
move up to $100,000 from our investments in order to keep our checking
account in the black. I am very thankful that I did not have to do that. The
PPP loan that was part of the pandemic relief program made a big
difference. I expect to hear soon about the requirements to apply for
forgiveness of the loan.
It is now time for each of us to prayerfully consider our own finances and
our commitment to St. John’s. I am not going to plead for any specific
percentage or increase. You know your financial capabilities far better than
I do. I will, though, reiterate something I have said before. When I was
growing up, the first check my mother wrote every week was to our church.
That sense of the importance of supporting our church is integral to my
outlook as a Christian.
More importantly, I want us all to think about what our support for the
church provides: It pays for the utilities, upkeep, and insurance for our
church building. It pays for the pastoral, music, office, and custodial staff.
It pays for the services we receive from our financial team. It provides for
the Food Pantry and other outreach efforts. It provides for the music that so
enhances our worship. It provides the technology that allows us to make
our services available for those who cannot attend. In years that were not
so crazy, it provided for special events that benefitted us and our
community. It has allowed us to provide a safe meeting place for outside
groups, and now is doing the same for the children of Trent Montessori.
I could go on, and I am sure each of you can think of other ways that our
support for the church benefits us, our community, and needs around the
world. In conclusion, I hope that each of us will keep these things in mind
as we prayerfully consider our pledge for 2021.
Chuck Hawkins, Treasurer
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A Message from Our Church Council President
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s,
I just wanted to convey some thoughts and observations about our beloved
church. The past eight months may have been the most difficult times of
our church ‘s history. The fire was devastating many years ago, but there
was one big difference. Back then we had parishioners all pulling together
to get back to normal. These past months however, have been different.
We have not had nor have we been able to have our most important asset-YOU. We understand this and will work through it, but we look forward to
the days ahead when we can all worship together for the benefit of all.
Our services have been going well and we are averaging between fifty and
sixty parishioners each week. Our many volunteers, including Flo Grey,
Mike Hanson, Ralph Schoultheis, Darlene Knepshield and others have done
a magnificent job of checking people entering church while our members
have been extremely cooperative. If we all continue to work together, we
will get through these very difficult times.
I also want to commend Michael Sullivan, Dobin Park, Kelli Taylor and
Kyle Taylor for their commitment and stalwart efforts in producing our
worship services, broadcasting our services and providing our extraordinary
music. Thanks to Robert Pettus for his diligent work with our sound system
every Sunday morning and thanks also to Donnie Carr for his efforts and
care of our building. Pastor Marty has been a gift from God. His
wonderful messages, delightful demeanor and calming ways are a true
blessing to our church.
Our Leadership Team, our quality staff and our wonderful participants
make me proud to be a member of St. John’s and honored to be your
President, in service to all of you.
May God bless and keep all of you.
Respectfully,
Jan Knepshield, President

Thank You Carol Fickenscher

We thank Carol Fickenscher for her time, talent and
dedication with decorating the sanctuary. The beautiful
arrangements in the windows make the sanctuary look festive for
the fall season. Thank you Carol for all of your hard work.
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Illumination Youth Ministries Updates
Upcoming Schedule
Wednesday, November 18-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-MEETING LINK ): Contact Melanie Sorrell for meeting link.
Thanksgiving is approaching! For many families, this gathering will
look different than in years past. Let’s ease the transition by baking
cookies to share with our families. Please RSVP so that I can drop off
materials.
Wednesday, December 2-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING
LINK ): Contact Melanie Sorrell for meeting link.
Stay tuned for details, but I’m hoping to have a board game night. I’m
researching the House Party app to see how we can make this work.
Wednesday, December 16-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-MEETING LINK ): Contact Melanie Sorrell for meeting link.
More cookies as we prep for Christmas! This time, you’ll be provided
cookies and we will decorate them. Please RSVP so that I can drop off
materials (and confirm food allergies/sensitivities).
ADULTS: We are in need of adults who want to hang out with us. We’re
a pretty fun (and energetic) bunch. We need interested adults to go
through a background check. After that, you’ll work with Melanie to
schedule as many or as few dates as your availability allows.
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCCBellevue, St. John’s UCC Newport and Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas.
Middle School and High School Youth (Grades 6-12) are invited and
encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on the first
and third Wednesday of each month. Friends are always welcome—we
just ask that everyone sign in for meetings with appropriate emergency
contact information.
For more information, please contact the Illumination Coordinator:
Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859)468-8076 Email:
melaniemcb@gmail.com
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Gifts to the Manger Community Christmas Ministry
Washington United Church of Christ
Special Request: We request no violent games or toys. No wrapping of
gifts (but DO include wrapping paper, etc.)
Monetary Donations are needed and appreciated: We will do the
shopping! Please send to: Christmas Ministry, Washington UCC, 2950
Sidney Avenue Cincinnati, OH 45225

Toys: We need toys for all ages-especially for teens
(toiletries, jewelry, hand held video games, CD players,
anything electronic is very popular). We need basketballs,
Connect 4 games, action figures, cars and trucks. We need
infant toys, ethnic baby dolls and Barbie clothes.

Last day to bring gifts to church is December 6, 2020

Technology Fall Update
As we begin the fall season, I wanted to update the members and friends
of St. John's on some communication items for the church. To start, the
website for the church is now complete and fully operational. On the
website you can find our online worship services, information on online
giving, staff information, material on the ministries of the church, and a
member-specific portal. We invite you to check it out at
stjohnsuccnewport.org
I also want to thank everyone for their support for our new online
worship services. These have been a joy to create for you all and I am
glad members and friends of St. John's are enjoying them. For more
information about the services, please see the online worship service
article located here in The Visitor on page 8.
Again happy fall and may the season bring you many things to be
thankful for!

Kyle Taylor
Director of Communication & Outreach
9

Worship Experiences at St. John’s UCC
November:
1 - All Saints Sunday. This day actually falls on All Saints Day this year.
A time to remember and honor those members and friends of the church
who have entered into Life Eternal. We will also Celebrate Holy
Communion since it is the first Sunday of the Month.
8 - Stewardship Sunday. On some weeks prior, members of the
congregation will be sharing about the support of the church and on the
8th we will bring those tithes/pledges to church to be collected and
dedicated.
Season of Advent
November 29, December 6, December 13, December 20
Each week we will take time to light the Advent Candles remembering
the themes of: Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. On December 6 we will
celebrate Holy Communion. During these four Sundays, of course, we
will be singing Advent hymns and Christmas Carols. There will also be
special music throughout the season from our musicians and singers.
Christmas Season:
The Christmas Season begins on December 24 when we celebrate the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Details will be shared
closer to the date.

10

St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue to
stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to access the
bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the worship services
in several different ways:
Call in (audio only)
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To access this
each Sunday, you can do the following:

- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-6799 (either
number will work).
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a meeting ID –
that ID is 997-401- 6614. You will also have to put in a password, you will
need to type in 123 here.
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter a number.
Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to the audio of the
service.
Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET each
Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are multiple
ways to access the video of the worship service.
St. John’s UCC website
http://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport
St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5

Next Visitor Deadline: Tuesday, November 24, 2020
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out the
appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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November Birthdays and Anniversaries
November Birthdays

November 1st: Clair Coppage
November 2nd: Sally Marquette & James Penrod
November 4th: Jean Morrow
November 7th: Kirstie Rice
November 8th: Norma Biery
November 10th: Cathy Connley & Harold Gadd
November 11th: Anthony Burns
November 14th: Jo Orth & Kinleigh Rice
November 16th: Mike Penrod
November 22nd: Jan Haas
November 23rd: Tracy Barber
November 25th: Bonnie Hoffmann
November 26th: Mickel Clark & Rose Wendling
November 27th: Sheree Derrick, Karen Kiefer & Dick Straman
November 28th: Kyle Taylor
November 29th: Chuck Hawkins

November Anniversaries

November 8th: Eric & Jan Haas (40 years)
November 10th: Kelsey & Shawn Faller (2 years)
November 11th: Barbara & Ronald Caudill (48 years)
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to our
friends and family celebrating during the month of November!
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Food Pantry
In appreciation for the Food Pantry Workers ~ Jim & Carol Thompson

Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart!
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Sacrament of Holy Communion for Homebound
Members

The invitation to participate in Holy Communion is available to members
who are unable to attend church to receive the sacraments. Jesus said
“Come to this sacred table not because you must, but because you may.
Come not because you are fulfilled, but because in your emptiness you
stand in need of God’s mercy and assurance. Come not to express an
opinion, but to seek a presence and to pray for a spirit. Come to this
table, then, as you are.” If you would like to have Holy Communion
delivered to you by our Home Communion Teams please notify the
office at 859-431-1818. If you feel the need to be a communion server
you are welcome to join the teams. Communion is served monthly to
those not able to worship with us on Communion Sunday.

Upcoming Church Business Meetings
Leadership Team Meeting:
Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Everyone must wear a facemask and social distancing measures will
apply.

St. John’s Prayer Ministry November 2020
Prayers for Members
Don Berkemeyer
Kate Daley
Judy Eads
Pat Goins
Dan Grey
Flo Grey
Vickie Grey Kennedy
Betty Jo Haas
Phil Hamilton
Marilyn Hanson
Chuck Hawkins

Jan Knepshield
Martha Malone
Pam Maloney
Carol Marksberry
Tom Twehues
Ed Von Strohe
Bonnie Walter
Janet Wendel

Prayers for Homebound Members
Anna Bythewood
Bruce Stormer

Betty Webster

Those Bereaved
Family of Gail Miller
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Prayers for Members in Assisted Living and Nursing
Homes
ATRIA HIGHLAND CROSSING

HIGHLAND SPRING

BARRINGTON

CARMEL MANOR

Walt Dauzenberg
Orlin Krentz

Kate Daley

Henry & Carol Marksberry
Barbara Runge

Marjorie Fuldner
Dorothy Gabbard

EMERALD TRACE, ELSMERE
Marcia Schmidt

PARKSIDE MANOR, CYNTHIANA, KY
Pam Maloney

SUNRISE OF DUBLIN,
DUBLIN, OH
Bette Kendrick

COLD SPRING TRANSITIONAL CARE
Beverly Bill

VILLAGE AT ERLANGER, MUNRO HOUSE
Judy Adams
Norma Biery

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY
AND FRIENDS

Matthew Alexander per J.
Knepshield
Karlie Berkemeyer per J. Berkemeyer
Pat Boldman per E. Von Strohe
Bill Breyer per L. Haas
Billy Brown per H. Rolf
Bruce per J. Eads
Adam Clary per D. Hamilton
Lynn Deaton per B. Walter
Brandon Dragoo per M. Boshears
Judy Eads Grandson per J. Eads
Wade Eads per J. Eads
Gloria Fisk per M. Hanson
Sally Franzen per M. Malone
Stephanie Gifford per P. Maloney
Kenneth Hammons per M. Heeg
Don Hatfield per J. Eads
Hong Kong-Andrew Hon
Shirley Hudson per C. Fickenscher
Betty Kiddy per J. Eads
Marlene Knecht per J. Berkemeyer
Angela Kremer per J. Ginter

Jerry Lancaster per N. Biery
Tom Lawrence per K. Kiefer
Delores Lovell per M. Malone
Aiden Malone per L. Haas
Ruby Niehaus per J. Eads
Bruce Poinsett, Jr. per C. Garriott
Angie Roseberry per C. Fickenscher
Christine Sexton & baby Olivia per B.
Walter
Jamal Shteiwi per L. Haas
Ryan Soder per M. Hanson
Rebecca Stamm per D. Stamm
Karen Suder per L. Haas
Scott Taylor per D. Knepshield
Neil Van Outer per D. Hamilton
Owen & Michelle Von Strohe
Donald Westerkamp per D.
Westerkamp
Beth Yutze per B. Webster
Family of Ricky Yutze
Zina per C. Hawkins
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Prayers for St. John’s

God’s grace and guidance as our church looks onward and upward to the
future.
Our Designated Pulpit Supply Minister Rev. J. Martin (Marty) Westermeyer
Our church staff and lay leaders.
Strengthening our church ministries, Christian education, and grief support
programs.
Stronger involvement in youth and young adult programming.
The Pastoral Search Committee: Tim Barber, Pat Goins, Laura Haas, David
Stamm & Kyle Taylor

Our Members and Friends in the Military
Melanie & Jake Adams
Susie Adams
C.J. Allen
South Korea
Jeremy Allen
Brandon Bailey
Josef Bazhaw
Army National Guard
Gevin Helf
Brian Huffmann
Afghanistan
Randy Johnson
Andrew Jones
Micah LeMoine
Jason Lewis
Andy Powell
Ron Rice
Ashley Roberts
Nicholas Schierberg
Chris Spurrier
Michael Sullivan
Afghanistan
Cody Taylor
Griffin Thompson
Army
Brian Trinkle
Afghanistan
Rob Wickelhaus
Spec. Service
Bernie Zmurk
Families of those killed in service and members of the military who have
returned home physically wounded or suffering PTSD.

If there is someone in the Armed Forces you would like us to pray
for, please call the office at 431-1818.
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