
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 
 

Prelude                                     “It Is Well With My Soul”              (David Schwoebel)                                
                                        (Dobin Park-piano & Michael Sullivan-organ)      
  

Tower Bell 

 

Introit 

 

*Call to Worship ~ based on Psalm 78 

 
L:    Give ear, O my people, to my teaching: incline your ears to the words of my  

        mouth. 

M:    We will tell of your glorious deeds, O Lord, and the wonders you have  

         done. 

L:     Tell your children and your children’s children that they should set their hope  

         in God. 

M:    And not forget your works, O God, but keep your commandments. 

L:     Let us Worship our God! 

 

 

* Prayer of Adoration & Confession 

 
Loving God, thank you for inviting us to the extravagant celebration of your 

kingdom. We are gathered here to receive your blessings and become a 

blessing to others. We are grateful for your presence with us and ask that 

through your Spirit we may be given a heart full of wisdom. Help us in the 

decisions we make for ourselves and for others. O God, our choices are not 

always easy for us, especially when we wonder what Jesus would do. We 

confess that we weigh our wants and needs against the cost of sacrificing for 

others. We run short of love and mercy. We leave behind the very things we 

need for your kingdom’s service. We pride ourselves more in keeping our 

resources than expending them for your work. Our lack of gratitude 



burns low in our lamps for welcoming you into our lives. Forgive us and 

renew a right spirit within us. Amen. 

 

 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 

P: Hear the Good News! It is time to release our regrets and trust in the grace of 

God made known in Jesus Christ. It is time to receive the truth of God’s 

forgiveness and step out into God’s future unafraid. This is our moment of 

opportunity! Thanks be to God! Dearly Beloved, believe the Good News! 

 

M: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Response                           “Gloria Patri” 

                                
                               Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
 

 

 Scripture for the Day 

From the Apocrypha or Deuterocanonical Books:       Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 

 
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is 

found by those who seek her. She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 

One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the 

gate. To fix one's thought on her is perfect understanding, and one who is vigilant on her 

account will soon be free from care, because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 

and she graciously appears to them in their paths, and meets them in every thought. 
] 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem                          “The Mighty Power of God”  (Mark Hayes) 

 

I sing the mighty pow’r of God that made the mountains rise. 

That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 

I sing, I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 

The moon shines full at His command and all the stars obey. 

Their luminous display reflects the pow’r of God. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, that filled the earth with food. 

He formed the creatures with His Word and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how your wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye; 

If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze up on the sky. 

From seas to mountains high the earth cannot contain the goodness of God. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God! 

The heavens are telling the story, the whole earth is filled with His glory, 

the heavens are telling the glory of God! 

There’s not a plant or flow’r below but makes Your glories known. 

And clouds arise and tempests blow by order from Your throne. 

While all, that borrows life from You is ever in Your care, 

And eve’ry-where that we can be, O God, You’re present there; 

We joyously declare the power of Your love, 

Your powerful love! 

 

 

Scripture for the Day 
From the Letters of Paul:                               1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,[a] about 

those who have died,[b] so that you may not grieve as others do who have 

no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.[c] 15 For this we 

declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 

until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 

died.[d] 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s 

call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 

the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will 

be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 

and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another 

with these words. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29600a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29600b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29601c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29602d


Pastoral Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
  

 

Offertory                          “In My Father’s House”                          (Lani Smith) 

                                                           (Grant Peck ~ soloist) 

  
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

In my Father’s house are many mansions. 

If it were not so I would have told you; 

I go to prepare a place for you. 

  

These are the words He spoke in love to you and me. 

This is the promise He made, from death to set us free. 

He said that He would come again And with Him we would go, 

And where He went and the way He went, 

We would surely know. 

  

These are the words He spoke to help us find our way. 

This is the bond that He gave to hold us through the day. 

The thoughts He shares with us this night shall evermore remain, to comfort us, and to guide us on, and 

our hope sustain. 
  

 

Scripture for the Day 
From the Gospels:                                                                                   Matthew 25:1-13 
 
25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids[a] took their 

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.[b] 2 Five of them were foolish, and five 

were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but 

the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 

them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is 

the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those bridesmaids[c] got up and 

trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 

our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24007a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24007b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24013c


you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who 

were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 

shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids[d] came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 

us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake 

therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.[e] 

 

 

Sermon                                 “Ready or Not?”        Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 
 

 Hymn                                         “You Servants of God”  

                                                        (see next page) 
                                                          

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                “Festal Flourish”                              (Flor Peters) 

 

 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Preaching Today:  Rev. Marty Westermeyer 

Liturgist:  Diana Stamm   
Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 
 
 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 
with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24017d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24019e


                         


