
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2020 

 

 

  



Order of Service 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude “Carol of the Bells/God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman” (Arr. By Matt Riley)  

                              (Isabella Thoroughman ~ Flute, Lilyanne Thoroughman ~ Violin)                                

 

Call to Worship 

L:   Sing to the Lord and bless God’s holy name! 

M:  Praise to the One whose glory is known among nations! 

L:   Sing to the Lord and bless God’s holy name! 

M:  Praise to the creator of the heavens! 

L:   Sing to the Lord and bless God’s holy name! 

M:  Praise to the righteous judge of all! 

L:   Sing to the Lord and bless God’s holy name! 

All: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice: the God of love comes near! 

L:   Let us Worship our God! 

 

Hymn                          “O Come, All Ye Faithful”             (Adeste Fideles) 

                                          (see next page) 

  

 

 

    



Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Invocation 

God of love and forgiveness, tonight we remember and celebrate the grace you 

showed us in the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ. We thank you for your 

compassion and mercy, for your humility and might. Help us to live lives 

worthy of the promises you have made, lives dedicated to your Word and to 

your ministry among people. Guide us forward, that we might reflect your love 

in all we say and do. We pray this trusting in you, O giver of all. Amen. 

 

Anthem                         “Child in the Manager”    (Arr. by Lloyd Larson) 
 
   

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE                  
  
“For unto us a child is given, unto us a Savior is born and the order of the world 

will be upon his shoulders.”  With grace and truth you come – to break the yoke 

that burdens us, to bestow peace upon us, to bring light to our darkness, and to fill 

the earth with joy.  O Emmanuel, we welcome and adore you! 
  

    The Christ Candle is lit. 

  

Prayer 
  

Dear God, who comes to us in Jesus, on this night as we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, let the power of Christ come into our hearts that we might find peace 

with you forever.   Amen. 
  

Carol                                 “Joy to the World!”                          (Antioch) 

                                              (see next page) 
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Scripture for the Day                         From the Prophets: Isaiah 9:2-7 

     2 [a] The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.                                
  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A2-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17832a


Anthem        “Sing Emmanuel!  Christ is Born”  (Arr. by Mary McDonald) 

 

Scripture for the Day                 From the Letters of Paul: Titus 2:11-14     

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,[a] 12 training 

us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior,[b] Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem 

us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous 

for good deeds. 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.         
 
 
Offertory Invitation 
  
Ascribe to God the glory due God’s name, bring an offering as you come into 

God’s courts. Let your giving say to the world: Christ has come; God reigns among 

us. We have been saved from our iniquity to serve wherever there is need. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+2%3A11-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29903a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+2%3A11-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29905b


Offertory Anthem                    “Sing Noel!”            (Arr. by Joel Raney) 

 

 

 Scripture for the Day                             From the Gospels: Luke 2:1-20 

 
 

                 2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the 

first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also 

went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying, 

  

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24980c


15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Sermon                                        “Keeping Christmas”           Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 

 

Solo                                         “O Holy Night”             (Adolph Adam) 
                                       (Dobin Park ~ Soloist) 
  

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth; 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

  

Fall on your knees O hear the angel voices, 

O night divine O night when Christ was born! 

O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

  

Truly He taught us to love one another, 

His law is love and his gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother, 

And in His name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 

Let all within us praise His holy name. 

 

 



Celebrating God’s Word in Sacrament 

Today we are celebrating the Lord's Supper.  We believe in an OPEN Table. 

ALL persons who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord & Savior 

are encouraged to participate in the Sacrament. 

 

 †AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: APOSTLES' CREED (unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Invitation 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Consecration of the Elements 

 Partaking of the Lord's Supper 

Communion is Open to ALL: saint and sinner, lost and found, believer and seeker. 

We partake of the bread together to symbolize our unity & community as God’s people. 

We shall partake of the cup individually to symbolize our solitariness 

as we each stand alone before our God 

. 

 



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 

We give you thanks, O God, that you have come to us through Jesus Christ, 

both in the midst of time and history in the city of Bethlehem, and in the timeless 

presence of Christ’s Spirit as we received the gifts of bread and cup. Send us 

out into the world rejoicing, ready to share your love with the people we meet; 

through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 Candle Lighting and Silent Night                               (see next page) 
  
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude              “Joy to the World and Hallelujah-Hallelujah”     
                                     (Arr. by Ralph Carmichael & Dobin Park) 
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                             “Silent Night”               (Stille Nacht) 
  

 Silent night! Holy Night! All is calm, all is bright. 
‘Round yon virgin mother and Child! Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  

Silent Night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, “Alleluia!” 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 
  

Silent Night! Holy Night! Son of God. Love’s pure light! 
Radiant beams form Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth 
  

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Preaching Today:  Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 

Liturgist:  Chuck Hawkins & Kyle Taylor    
Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 
  

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 
with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 

  

 


