Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020

Order of Service
Welcome
Prelude

“In Dulci Jubilo”

(J.S. Bach)

Tower Bell
Introit
Call to Worship

based on Psalm 126

L: The Lord has done great things!
M: Our mouths are filled with laughter and praise!
L: The Lord has done great things!
M: That which is dry and parched is watered anew;
that which is wasted and barren springs forth with new life!
L: The Lord has done great things!
M: Tears of sorrow replaced by shouts of joy!
L: The Lord has done great things!
M: The Lord has done great things!
L: Let us Worship our God as we follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus the
Christ!

Prayer of Invocation
In the midst of every distraction possible, let your Spirit dwell among
us, God of the season, God of eternity. Let our Worship together
renew our resolve to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, the year of
Jubilee, to your people all around the world! Move in our midst, that
our Worship should magnify your holy name not only in this place,
but throughout our community and beyond. Grant your peace to
your people, the true peace of your salvation that is for all people
everywhere. These things we pray in your name. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Joy

Prayer
Come, O Holy One, breaker of chains and renewer of life! Open our
eyes to your presence in all the earth. Stir us to proclaim gladly the
signs of your love: the liberation of those oppressed, the healing of
those frail and broken, springs of water in all the parched places,
and Jesus Christ risen and alive, through whom we pray. Amen.

Scripture for the Day

From the Prophets: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

61 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;[a]
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
8

all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

Anthem

“See Amid the Winter’s Snow”
See amid the winter’s snow
Born for us on earth below,
See the tender lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.
Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
Hail redemption’s happy dawn,
Sing through all Jerusalem
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Lo, within a manger lies
He who built the lofty skies,
He, who throned in light sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim.
Sacred infant, all divine,
What a tender love was thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss,
Down to such a world as this.

(Dan Forrest)

Scripture for the Day From the Letters of Paul: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise the words of
prophets,[a] 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is
good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.
16

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound[b] and blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this.
23

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Offertory

“Joy of Longing Hearts”

(Mary McDonald)

Come thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the world thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.
Come thou Savior of the world; come, we pray. Cast our sin and enter in.
Born thy people to deliver, now thy gracious kingdom bring
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne!
Come Lord Jesus, we pray.

Scripture for the Day

From the Gospels: John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light.
6

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.”[a] 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” 23 He said,
19

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him,
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,[b] nor
Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where
John was baptizing.
24

Sermon “What Are You Waiting For?” Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer

Hymn

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
(see last page)

Benediction
Choral Response
Postlude

“Hark The Herald Angels Sing” (Lani Smith)
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