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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Prelude                     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    ( Richard Purvis)  
 

 
Call to Worship                                                        from Psalm 148 

 
L:      Fill the air with Christmas praise! 

M:    Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

         Praise him, all his angels; all his host! 

L:      Praise him, sun and moon; all you shining stars, 

         you highest heavens, you waters above the heavens! 

M:    Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars. 

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

L:      Kings of the earth and all peoples, old and young together! 

M:    Praise the name of the Lord, his glory is above earth and 

heaven. 

L:      Let us Worship our God!! 
 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

God of the generations, we have heard the story of Jesus' birth, and 

we are newly attentive to the children among us in families. We pray 

that our congregation will be a place for children to be safe and 

secure and to be nurtured in the faith. We pray that the older 

members will feel welcome and at home and will offer blessings and 

guidance. May all our young grow in faith and become strong. May 

our elders be wise and grow in the favor of God. May we all know 

your peace in Jesus Christ. 

Forgive us, O God, for slighting your church, for making it less than 

you want it to be.  

 



Forgive us also for expecting it to be perfect, for thinking we can 

make it more than you know it will be. 
 

You have given us this treasure of the saving gospel of Jesus, and it 

is placed in this earthen vessel, your church on earth. You have 

called us to be your church, and we are no more than human. But 

we are no less than human, and with your grace we can serve you. 

Your life within us, your love around us, and your grace among us 

provide the gifts we need. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear Paul’s words of assurance: “If we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with him…. The death he died to sin, once 

for all. But the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  In Christ we 

are forgiven. Dearly Beloved, believe the Good News! 
 

 

 

Scripture                             From the Major Prophets:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

    my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 
 

 



Anthem                           “O Come All Ye Faithful”        (Mack Wilberg) 

 

 

Scripture                                  From the Letters of Paul:  Galatians 4:4-7 
 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born 

of a woman, born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who 

were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

children. 6 And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our[a] hearts, crying, “Abba![b] Father!” 7 So you are 

no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 

through God.[c]              
 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 Offertory                            “Sing Gloria”                            (Joel Raney) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A4-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29121a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A4-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29121b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A4-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29122c


Scripture                                               From the Gospels:  Luke 2:22-40 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law 

of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 

shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a 

sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair 

of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon;[a] this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.[b] 27 Guided by the 

Spirit, Simeon[c] came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

under the law, 28 Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying, 

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 

being said about him. 34 Then Simeon[f] blessed them and said to 

his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24991a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24992b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24993c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24994d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24995e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25000f


that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 

will pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the 

age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there 

with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she 

came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child[h] to 

all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the 

Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 
Sermon                 “Ready to Receive”   Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 

 
Hymn                                    “Joy To The World” 
                                                     (see next page) 

 
Benediction 

 
Postlude                               “Joy To The World”            (Gordon Young) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25002g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25004h


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Preaching Today:  Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 

Liturgist:  Tom Williams       
Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 
 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 
with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 
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