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I wanted to thank all of you who remembered us with cards, 
prayers and gifts this Christmas Season. We greatly appreciate the 
support from all of you! 
 
As we prepare to move into a New Year, we need to think not only 
about our own future, but also the future of the church.  
 
What resolutions have you made for yourself? Are they 
achievable? Did you challenge yourself? Or did you decide not to 
be too risky this year? Did you even make resolutions for 2021? 
 
The above paragraph is usually the thought process we go through 
for our own lives. Have you ever applied those same questions to 
the life of the congregation?  
 
Do we make resolutions for the life of the whole church? Are they 
achievable? Are we challenged in how we live out our faith? Do 
we sometimes think what we are doing is too risky? Do we even 
need to make resolutions or are we happy with the way things are? 
 
As I look back at your journey through 2020, I see that we have 
maintained tradition and ritual for some things, but we have also 
begun thinking about new things and how we might change how 
the ministries of St. John’s UCC are carried out. 
                                                                       
                                                                                         continued on next page 
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I am encouraged that we are interested in trying some things in a 
different way. We are always on the journey of seeking God’s 
presence in our lives. Not trying anything different does not allow 
God to grow or challenge us in a new and different way. 
 
As we journey together in 2021, it is my prayer that we set 
resolutions that challenge us to continue to seek God in old AND 
new ways. As we work out the details to how that will happen, God 
will continue to be part of our journey and our lives. 
 
Continue to share the faith - see you in church! 
 

Pastor Marty 
****************************************************** 
Interim Note 
I continue to be involved with organizing the Sunday Service and 
assisting in leading the Worship experience online/virtual service. I 
am still reaching out with calls and/or notes to members of the 
congregation. I have officiated at funerals for persons connected to 
St. John’s UCC. As I write this we are not conducting Sunday 
Worship until further notice.  I hope you are able to access the 
service online and experience the continued presence of God. 
Many thanks to Dobin, Michael, the Liturgists, musicians and 
others for making the online/virtual Worship possible. 
 

Again, many thanks in advance for your patience and support 
during this process. I continue to look forward in assisting you 
through this process.  
May God continue to bless our journey together!! 
 

A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee 
 

Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the people 
of the Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as we search for a 
new pastor. We pray for the life of our congregation, that we may 
continue to be guided by Your love and strengthened in our  
mission to serve You through ministry, fellowship and worship. We pray 
for the search committee, that their hearts and minds may be open to 
what Your spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose name is yet 
known to You alone, that he or she may be open to your call. Give us 
Your grace to follow where You would lead us and grant us Your peace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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  Update on Church Services for 2021 

As 2020 comes to a close, we must now determine what to do about 
our in-person Sunday church services for 2021.  After talking with 
Pastor Marty, we have decided to stay closed through the month of 
January and part of February.  Our hope is to re-open on Ash 
Wednesday (February 17, 2021) with Sunday services to resume on 
Sunday, February 21, 2021. 

To keep everyone safe, we feel that this is the best plan for our 
members.  By doing this, we are allowing for any spike in the number 
of cases of COVID due to the holiday season.   

We know this is a very difficult decision and some people will not be 
happy, but we feel that we must do this to keep everyone safe. 

Thank you to Michael, Kelli, Dobin and Kyle for keeping up with 
communications within the church to our members.  They are doing a 
wonderful job of informing everyone on what is going on week to 
week in the church, from letters mailed to members, weekly emails, 
the church website and our weekly online services. They are working 
hard to keep you updated and informed. 

We will continue to keep everyone updated and let you know if by 
February 17th, we can come back to church to worship our God once 
again.  Until then, please continue to watch our online church services  
each week. 

Continued blessings and good health in 2021 and rest assured that we 
will all be back together again soon. 

Blessings, 

Jan Knepshield 
President                                                                

Prayers and Sympathy      

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Rev. Marty Westermeyer 
and his family on the passing of his mother Esther Louise 
(Seybold) Westermeyer. Esther passed away on Tuesday, 
December 22, 2020 at the age of 97.  A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.  Please keep the family in your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult time.  Memorials may be made to St. 
Peter & St. Paul UCC (3001 Queen City Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45238) 
or The Christmas Fund for Veterans of the Cross/ Emergency Fund 
(https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home).                                      
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  Update from our Leadership Team Treasurer 
 

Here is my final financial update for 2020: 
 
First, some good news:  As of November 30, our investment 
accounts at Raymond James are up by 12% for the year.  These 
investments will provide a solid foundation for future efforts by the 
church. 
 
Second, we continue to hold our own financially, thanks to your 
continued giving.  Some of you are taking advantage of online 
giving, others are mailing their offerings or bringing them to the 
church.  Thank you so much for your continued support of our 
programs! 
 
Third, I want to join Michael and Dobin in thanking all who have 
contributed to the Choral Scholar fund in support of our music 
program.  I hope many of you were able to watch our Christmas 
concert.  My brother and his wife watched it from Florida, and said 
“It was wonderful!” 
 
Finally, an update on pledges:  As of December 22, we have 
received 46 pledges totaling just under $114,000.  We need that 
number to be closer to $200,000, given that we hope to call a full 
time pastor next year.  There are some whom I know mean to 
pledge, but have forgotten to send in their cards.  Let this be a 
friendly reminder! ☺   
 
Thanks again for your support! 
 
Chuck Hawkins, 
Treasurer 

 
Next Visitor Deadline: Wednesday, January 27, 2021  

 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please 
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and 
fill out the appropriate form. 
 
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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Prayer Ministry 

 
What is prayer?  Prayer doesn’t just happen when we kneel or 
put our hands together and focus and expect things from 
God.  Thinking positive and wishing good for others is a 
prayer.  When you hug a friend. That’s a prayer.  When you cook 
something to nourish family and friends.  That’s a prayer.  When 
we send off our near and dear ones and say “drive safely” or “be 
safe”.  That’s a prayer.  When you are helping someone in need by 
giving your time and energy, you are praying.  When you forgive 
someone by your heart, that’s a prayer.  Prayer is a vibration, a feeling, a 
thought.  Prayer is the voice of love, friendship, genuine 
relationships.  Prayer is an expression of your silent being. 
Keep praying always. 
                        

Food Pantry Update 

 

Our Food Panty workers served 76 families this holiday season.  

These families were treated to hams, desserts and other treats in 

our big red bags to make a festive meal for the Christmas season.  

Many thanks to all who gave of their time to come in and work 

during this past year. 

We will see everyone again on January 7, 2021! 
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                          “Music Notes” 
                                           
Here we are into a new year, and not a minute too 

soon!! Hopefully 2021 will be the time we can come back and 
worship together as one church family.  Many thanks to all of you for 
worshiping with us virtually.  Even though we know it’s not the 
same, it has kept us connected and for that we are grateful. 
 
We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who had a part in 
our beautiful online Christmas Concert.  To our Choral Scholars and 
Chancel Choir members we say thank you! We were so pleased that 
nearly everyone was able to participate in the program.  I hope we 
were able to bring some Christmas cheer to people who needed to be 
uplifted.  It was a beautiful program and we hope you enjoyed it. 
 
Also,  we want to say thank you to everyone who supported our 
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund this year.  Your gifts make it 
possible for us to enlist our singers from CCM who have enhanced 
our worship so beautifully, especially during this time of the 
pandemic.  Your ongoing support of our music ministry is most 
greatly appreciated. 
 
We want to wish each and every one of you a very happy and blessed 
New Year! 

 
 St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 

 
Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can continue to 
stay connected to our worship life together.  You will still be able to access the 
bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website 
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be able to access the worship services 
in several different ways: 
 
Call in (audio only) 
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To access this 
each Sunday, you can do the following: 
 
- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-6799 (either 
number will work). 

                                                        
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a meeting ID –  
that ID is 997-401- 6614.  You will also have to put in a password, you will 
need to type in 123 here.                                       continued on next page 
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- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter a number. 
Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to the audio of the 
service. 
 
Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET each 
Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are multiple 
ways to access the video of the worship service. 
 
St. John’s UCC website 
http://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 
St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 
St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 

 

    January Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
January Birthdays  
January 1st:  Carol Strong 
January 2nd:  Julie Croley 
January 3rd:  Dan Grey 
January 4th:  Stephani Hughes 
January 7th:  Tim Kennedy & Barbara Runge 
January 10th:  Gregg Runge 
January 13th:  Carolyn Garriott & Marissa Heeg 
January 15th:  Darlene Knepshield 
January 16th:  Pam Maloney 
January 20th:  Cindy Bittner & Keith Daniels 
January 21st:  Walt Dauzenberg 
January 22nd:  Charles Croley 
January 25th:  Nancy Brinkman, Don Marquette & Jenny Williams 
January 27th:  Ruth Hater 
January 30th:  Connie Haas 
 

January Anniversaries 
January 28th:  Jim & Carol Thompson (60 years) 
 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and 
happy anniversary to our friends and family celebrating during the 
month of January! 



 8 

 

HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

 

 

                                                                    

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1939 fire, St. John Evangelical (United Church of Christ), Newport, Kentucky. 

Photo courtesy of Paul A. Tenkotte.  
 
 

The city of Newport grew extensively in the mid-1800s due to 
immigration, primarily from Germany. A group of these German 
immigrants established St. John Evangelical Church on April 26, 
1847, with a membership of 31 families. The official title of the 
church at that time was the First German Protestant Evangelical 
Church. A constitution was approved that same year, and a building 
committee was appointed. The first church building was located on 
Dayton Street and was served by visiting ministers. The simple 
building measured 40 by 30 feet and cost $580 to build. The first 
resident pastor was the Rev. Frederick Boettcher, who arrived in 
Newport in 1848. 
 
The congregation’s growth necessitated the need for a new worship 
space in the 1850s. Land was purchased at Seventh and Columbia 
Streets for the new structure. The cornerstone for the new brick 
edifice was set into place on May 30, 1858, and the structure was 
dedicated on January 30, 1859. Like many Protestant churches of the 
time, the first floor housed classrooms and a parsonage, and the 
second floor the sanctuary. A pipe organ was purchased and installed 
in 1860, and in the following year, a Sunday School program was 
organized.                                                          continued on next page 
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Like the German Catholics of Newport, St. John Church also 
sponsored a parochial school in the 1860s and 1870s. In 1863, the 
school enrolled 200 students, 120 boys and 80 girls. Classes were 
taught in the German language. The school was discontinued in 1873.  

The congregation underwent a difficult period during the pastorate of 
the Rev. Carl Ernest Clausen. In 1862, Clausen left St. John and 
eventually established rival St. Paul Evangelical Church on Eighth 
Street. A number of St. John’s members followed. In 1894, another 
split occurred when St. John’s pastor, the Rev. Gottlieb 
Brandstetttner, left the congregation and formed St. Mark German 
Lutheran Church, again decreasing St. John’s membership. Despite 
these struggles, the St. John congregation progressed. 

In 1874, the congregation dropped the word German from their name, 
becoming known as the First Evangelical Protestant St. John’s 
Church of Newport. Also, at this time, they began to introduce 
English in worship services. The German language services, however, 
were not totally eliminated until 1933.                                                                            

In 1888, a new parsonage was constructed and eight years later the 
sanctuary was remodeled with a new altar, pulpit, baptismal font and 
the addition of stained-glass windows. The church was rededicated on 
October 11, 1896. A Sunday School addition was completed in 1913. 

In 1939, St. John Church suffered a significant fire. The steeple 
collapsed onto the roof and into the nave of the building. Damage was 
also done to the neighboring parsonage. The congregation met at the 
Newport High School and began planning for their future. A new site 
was purchased at the corner of Nelson Place and Park Avenue for a 
new building. Ground was broken in 1940 and a modern church was 
dedicated on July 26, 1941. An education building followed in the 
1950s. 

During the tenure of the Reverend Harold W. Barkhau (1933-1972), 
the congregation became involved in many community activities 
including the Campbell County Protestant Children’s Home. Rev. 
Barkhau was also active in local ministerial associations. In the 
1960s, he was instrumental in Newport’s Committee of 500, 
established to eliminate organized crime in the city. 

In 1957, the congregation officially affiliated with the United Church 
of Christ. By 1987, membership stood at 1,300.                                                                           
                           continued on next page 
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This article was written by David E. Schroeder of the Northern 
Kentucky Tribune.  This article is a historical record of one of the 
many Protestant churches in Newport over the last 200-plus years.  
St. John’s was one of the featured churches in this article. 
 
Thanks to Janet Ginter & Eric Haas for providing this article.    

 
Gifts to the Manger for Washington UCC     
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Gifts to the Manger for Washington UCC is a Success! 

 
Thank you to everyone who donated Christmas gifts for the 
Washington UCC community Christmas ministry project.  We 
collected over 75+ gifts for this worthy cause this season.  
Everything from dolls to basketballs to clothing was donated for 
this project.  Thanks you to all of the St. John’s members who 
participated in this project!  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!! 
 
Thanks, 
 
Judy Slater 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You To Dan and Flo Grey 
 

This is written on behalf of St. John’s Leadership Team and all members of St. 
John’s congregation to thank Dan and Flo Grey for their recent gifts to our 
church.  All of us join in a hearty and  well deserved “Thank You” for their 
generosity to St. John’s United Church of Christ. 
 
Their generous gifts include:   
    The microphones for the chancel area 
    The camera for use in filming any activity we desire 
    The Christmas tree which graces our sanctuary 
    The tree skirt around the tree 
    The gift which we used for painting the much needed areas of St. John’s 
 
Their generosity is beyond reproach and is so  greatly appreciated by all.  We 
humbly offer our gratitude to you for making St. John’s a better place. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Jan Knepshield 
President 
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 Thank You from the Staff of St John’s UCC 
 
Dear St. John’s Members, Friends & Leadership Team, 
 
We would like to thank you for your generosity and thinking of us this 
holiday season.  We really appreciate the gift card given to us from the 
Leadership Team and the congregation of St. John’s this Christmas 
season.  We truly appreciate everyone thinking of us.  May you have a 
joyful holiday season and Merry Christmas to all! 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Pastor Marty, Michael, Kelli, Dobin, Kyle & Donnie 

In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  
 
Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln 
In Loving Memory of  Ruth Matern ~ Mel & Marilyn Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Eleanor Frank ~ Joann Laws 
In Loving Memory of Gail Miller ~ Lois J. Almoslechner 
In Loving Memory of Barry Peper ~ Lois J. Almoslechner 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
 
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholarship Fund & Music Fund 
In Loving Memory of Gail Miller ~ Bonnie Hoffmann 
In Loving Memory of Aunt Ruthie Matern ~ Julie Ollier 
In Loving Memory of Jean Moore ~ Julie Ollier 
 
General Fund 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Matern ~ Jim & Carol Thompson 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Matern ~ Dr. Michael Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Rob Hawkins ~ Dr. Michael Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Jean Moore ~ Dr. Michael Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Lori Hamilton ~ Rev. Bruce & Marjory Barkhau 
In Loving Memory of Rob Hawkins ~ Chuck Hawkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 

 
 

Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart! 
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St. John’s Prayer Ministry January 2021  
 
Prayers for Members 
Don Berkemeyer                            
Judy Eads                                     Martha Malone 
Judy Gadd                                    Carol Marksberry 
Pat Goins                                      Judy Slater 
Dan Grey                                      Ed Von Strohe 
Flo Grey                                        Bonnie Walter  
Betty Jo Haas                               Janet Wendel 
Phil Hamilton                                Sue Williams      
Marilyn Hanson                                  
Chuck Hawkins                                                  
                                                                                                                                  

Prayers for Homebound Members 

Anna Bythewood    Betty Webster    
Bruce Stormer       

    
Those Bereaved 
Family of Norman Linkugel 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion for Homebound 
Members 

The invitation to participate in Holy Communion is available to members who are 
unable to attend church to receive the sacraments.   Jesus said “Come to this 
sacred table not because you must, but because you may.  Come not because 
you are fulfilled, but because in your emptiness you stand in need of God’s 
mercy and assurance.  Come not to express an opinion, but to seek a presence 
and to pray for a spirit.  Come to this table, then, as you are.”  If you would like to 
have Holy Communion delivered to you by our Home Communion Teams please 
notify the office at 859-431-1818.  If you feel the need to be a communion server 
you are welcome to join the teams.  Communion is served monthly to those not 

able to worship with us on Communion Sunday. 
 

 

 

  

 

     

      

 

 

 

Upcoming Church Business Meetings 
 
Leadership Team Meeting:   
Saturday, January 9, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 
Everyone must wear a facemask and social distancing measures will 
apply. 
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PRAYERS FOR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS 
Matthew Alexander per J.  
Knepshield 
Karlie Berkemeyer per J. Berkemeyer 
Pat Boldman per E. Von Strohe 
Bill Breyer per L. Haas 
Frances H. Brown per H. Rolf 
Bruce per J. Eads 
Jerry Caldwell per C. Fickenscher 
Adam Clary per D. Hamilton 
Lynn Deaton per B. Walter 
Brad Franzen per J. Franzen 
Sally Franzen per M. Malone 
Stephanie Gifford per P. Maloney 
Jackie Heiert per K. Taylor 
Shirley Hudson per C. Fickenscher 
Tracy Keeney per C. Garriott 
Marlene Knecht per J. Berkemeyer 
Mac Knepshield per J. Knepshield 
Angela Kremer per J. Ginter 
Jerry Lancaster per N. Biery 
Tom Lawrence per K. Kiefer 
Delores Lovell per M. Malone 
Aiden Malone per L. Haas 
John Mead per H. Rolf 

Family of Dan Meeker per J.  
Knepshield 
Ruby Niehaus per J. Eads 
Bruce Poinsett, Jr. per C. Garriott 
Angie Roseberry per C. Fickenscher 
Dennis Schofield Per K. Schofield 
Christine Sexton & baby Olivia per B. 
Walter 
Gloria Sisk per M. Hanson 
Rebecca Stamm per D. Stamm 
James Steeley per C. Garriott 
Ryan Suder per M. Hanson 
Jason & Michele Swearingen per E. 
Von Strohe 
Scott Taylor per D. Knepshield  
Mary Thomas per P. Maloney 
Neil Van Outer per D. Hamilton 
Owen & Michelle Von Strohe per F. 
Grey 
Olivia Wacht per D. Knepshield 
Family of Esther Westermeyer 
Beth Yutze per B. Webster 
Zina per C. Hawkins 
 
 

Prayers for Members in Assisted Living and Nursing 
Homes 

 

ATRIA HIGHLAND CROSSING                HIGHLAND SPRING 
Walt Dauzenberg                                               Kate Daley 
Orlin Krentz 
 

BARRINGTON                                 CARMEL MANOR 
Henry & Carol Marksberry                                  Marjorie Fuldner                                                   
Barbara Runge                                                    Dorothy Gabbard 
                                                             
                                                                                 

EMERALD TRACE, ELSMERE                         
Marcia Schmidt                                      SUNRISE OF DUBLIN, 
                                                                 DUBLIN, OH 

PARKSIDE MANOR, CYNTHIANA, KY       Bette Kendrick 
Pam Maloney 
 

COLD SPRING TRANSITIONAL CARE 
Beverly Bill 
 

VILLAGE AT ERLANGER, MUNRO HOUSE 
Judy Adams   
Norma Biery 



 16 

 

Prayers for St. John’s 
God’s grace and guidance as our church looks onward and upward to the 

future. 

Our Designated Pulpit Supply Minister Rev. J. Martin (Marty) Westermeyer 

Our church staff and lay leaders. 

Strengthening our church ministries, Christian education, and grief support 

programs. 

Stronger involvement in youth and young adult programming. 

The Pastoral Search Committee:  Tim Barber, Pat Goins, Laura Haas, David 

Stamm & Kyle Taylor 

Our Members and Friends in the Military  
 
Melanie & Jake Adams 
Susie Adams 
C.J. Allen                    South Korea 
Jeremy Allen 
Brandon Bailey 
Josef Bazhaw             Army National Guard 
Sylvan Frazier     Boot Camp—Parris Island, SC 
Gevin Helf 
Brian Huffmann    Afghanistan 
Randy Johnson 
Andrew Jones 
Micah LeMoine 
Jason Lewis 
Andy Powell 
Ron Rice 
Ashley Roberts 
Nicholas Schierberg 
Chris Spurrier 
Michael Sullivan    Afghanistan 
Cody Taylor       
Griffin Thompson        Army 
Brian Trinkle      Afghanistan 
Rob Wickelhaus    Spec. Service 
Bernie Zmurk 
 
Families of those killed in service and members of the military who have 

returned home physically wounded or suffering PTSD. 

 

If there is someone in the Armed Forces you would like us to pray 

for, please call the office at 431-1818. 


