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When you think of the month of February, what comes to mind?  
 
Winter, snow and/or sleet, Valentine’s Day, right?  Counting down 
the days when there are more hours of sunlight than darkness? Maybe 
there are Birthdays and/or Anniversaries celebrated during the 
month? 
 
Whatever answers you may have given; your first answer was 
probably not Ash Wednesday or the beginning of Lent. Culturally, we 
are not conditioned to look at the calendar through the eyes of the 
church calendar. We look forward to Holy Week and Easter and 
know when they occur because they actually disrupt work and school 
scheduling. Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent sort of sneaks up on 
us. It is the role of the church to be the caretaker and reminder that we 
are entering a different season of the Church Calendar. 
 
The Season of Lent will soon be upon us and we will be beginning 
that journey towards Holy Week and then the Celebration of Easter. 
Lent is a time of introspection, a time to look inward at our 
relationship with God, a time to contemplate how we may want to 
change some things in our lives to be more in line with God. 
 
Traditionally, we talk about: “giving something up for Lent.” What 
do you usually “give up”? Do we choose something that’s not too  
hard, like vegetables we don’t like or not texting while driving? By  
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doing that are we really putting ourselves in a position to be closer to 
God?  Can we really “give something up”? And what’s the point if 
after Easter, we revert back to what we were doing in the first place? 
 
So, this year, I’m suggesting we look at our faith journey from the 
perspective of adding something, which may force us to “take away” 
our time and energy from something that may have little or no 
meaning in our relationship with God.  
 
This past year of living with COVID has forced us to live differently, 
or course. But it has also taught us to learn to do things differently – 
how we get our groceries, visit the MD, celebrate Birthdays and 
Anniversaries. And especially, how we Worship God! We have 
learned to do virtual Worship, even though we crave the human 
experience of being  together in the same space. We struggle to meet 
with one another through the internet from the comfort of our own 
homes. We worry that we cannot be with family and friends at 
important moments in their lives – including hard decisions in 
hospitals or nursing facilities  

 
So, during this Lent, can we be together differently and still 
experience the journey of Lent, following Jesus to Jerusalem?  

There is a mid-week Lenten study/discussion group being set up 
(details elsewhere in newsletter), which I would encourage. It 
will be done via Zoom or phone so as many as are interested 
may participate.   

Have you thought of being more proactive about your devotional 
life? Spending more time reading and studying the Scriptures? 
Maybe reaching out to a family member or friend to share your 
understanding of God’s Word? 

 
Are you keeping in touch with folks you miss seeing at church? 

And not just the ones you know or sit next to, but the ones 
across the aisle or in the balcony that you know by sight and 
just acknowledge by a wave of the hand. 

     But who do you know that may feel alone or lonely and needs 
a phone call or email or text? Someone to let them know that 
they are valued in this world and especially in this community 
of faith. 
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In taking on any or all of these suggestions means we may have to 
“give up” something else in order to have time to minister to one 
another. It is important as people of God, as Christians, as a 
community of faith, that we reach out and minister to each other. 
 
May we continue to experience God through Jesus Christ as we 
journey through this Lenten Season – as different as it may be. God 
continues to be with us in new ways as we journey through this 
Lenten Season.  
 
Continue to share the faith - see you in church (when we can)! 
 
Pastor Marty 
 
******************************************************** 
Interim Note 
I continue to be involved with organizing the Sunday Service and 
assisting in leading the Worship experience online/virtual service. I 
am still reaching out with calls and/or notes to members of the 
congregation. I have officiated at funerals for persons connected to St. 
John’s UCC. As I write this we are not conducting Sunday Worship 
until further notice. The decision to open has not yet been decided as I 
write this. If we cannot gather safely at the beginning of Lent, it is my 
hope that by Holy Week and Easter, that may be a reality. Please take 
advantage of the online/virtual Worship and other ways to be in 
fellowship and ministry until we may return to some sense of 
normalcy.  

 
 

Prayer Ministry  
 

When you wake up, say:  “Jesus, I love you.” 
When leaving the house, say:  “Jesus, come with me.” 

When you feel like crying, say:  “Jesus, hug me.” 
When you feel happy, say:  “Jesus, I adore you.” 

When you do something, say:  “Jesus, help me.” 
When you make a mistake, say:  “Jesus, forgive me.” 

When you go to sleep, say:  “Thank you Jesus and cover me with 
your holy mantle.” 
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Update From the Pastoral Search Committee 

 
Even though you don’t see us, we are still working hard to find the 
person God has planned to be our next settled pastor. We have 
been meeting by Zoom since the start of this pandemic, and 
continue to review possible candidates and conduct interviews in 
this way. Thank you for your prayers as we continue on this 
journey. 
 

Pat Goins, Chairperson  
Pastoral Search Committee 

 
 

A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee 
 

Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the 
people of the Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as 
we search for a new pastor. We pray for the life of our 
congregation, that we may continue to be guided by Your 
love and strengthened in our  mission to serve You through 
ministry, fellowship and worship. We pray for the search 
committee, that their hearts and minds may be open to what Your 
spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose name is yet known to 
You alone, that he or she may be open to your call. Give us Your 
grace to follow where You would lead us and grant us Your peace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 17, 2021 
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 

 

Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can 

continue to stay connected to our worship life together.  You will 

still be able to access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday 
on our church website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be 

able to access the worship services in several different ways: 
 
Call in (audio only) 
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To 
access this each Sunday, you can do the following: 
 
- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-
6799 (either number will work). 

                                                        
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a 
meeting ID –  that ID is 997-401- 6614.  You will also have to put 
in a password, you will need to type in 123 here.                                       

 
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter 
a number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to 
the audio of the service. 
 
Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 
a.m. ET each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as 
well. There are multiple ways to access the video of the worship 
service. 
 
St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 
St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 
St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 
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       O Sacred Head - A Musical Reflection 
                 

 
With the season of Lent upon us, it's natural to spend time thinking 
about Jesus' death. It's a season of heavy feelings, when we 
consider the weight of our sin and the wonder of God's grace. 
When he wrote the poetry to "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded" 
hundreds of years ago, Bernard of Clairvaux experienced these 
same feelings. His words create a stirring picture of Jesus, head 
bowed and bloody under the crown of thorns that is cutting into his 
flesh. But even more stirring is his heartfelt confession that "Mine, 
mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain." 
In our busy world, it's so easy to be caught up in the cares and 
concerns of this life worrying about finances, trying to get our 
work done, keeping up with family and friends. But with the words 
of this hymn, our attention will be pulled back to the thing that 
matters most: Jesus' sacrificial death. Even on our busiest days, 
may we never forget to thank him for this act of love. 
In the weeks ahead, consider the words to "O Sacred Head, Now 
Wounded" and remember Jesus' suffering anew. His torture was 
our triumph. His sorrow was our salvation. And in response to 
Christ's astounding sacrifice, we must echo the sentiments of the 
timeless hymn "O make me Thine forever; And should I fainting 
be, Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee." 
May your journey through Lent and looking to Christ’s 
Resurrection on Easter be a blessing to you and your family. 
                    
Michael                                                              continued on next page 
 

Next Visitor Deadline:  Monday, February 22, 2021  
 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email 
please contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website 
and fill out the appropriate form. 
 
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our 
website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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“Sharing Church”  
 
All are invited to join a weekly discussion group, “Sharing 
Church”. Beginning on February 24th we will meet weekly on 
Wednesdays 6:30 – 7:30 pm. Our meetings will be virtual. Each 
week we will share conversation with one another about how our 
faith is in action, meaning how are we living out the words of 
Sunday worship in our daily lives, and we will discuss the 
scriptures for the coming Sunday worship. We will begin and end 
as one group in fellowship and prayer, and then depending on the 
number of participants we will use breakout groups for discussion. 
Our time together will be led each week by members of our 
congregation. If you are willing to lead, please indicate this when 
you sign up to participate. Our hope is that by creating small 
discussion groups within the larger group we can keep the sessions 
small enough that all involved can participate comfortably in the 
virtual environment. 
 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Kelli Taylor in 

the church office (859) 431-1818 before Wednesday Feb 17th (Ash 
Wednesday).  You will be given login information once you 

register for the group.  All are welcome, by internet or phone. 

Internet users will be connecting through Zoom; for all who have 

become Zoom experts, and all maneuvering today’s world on 
limited skills, we look forward to spending time together! 

Blessings, 

Laura Haas 
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Quote of the Day 
 

When we do the best that we can, we never know what miracle is 
wrought in our life or in the life of another. 

 
                                                                       Helen Keller 
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       Communion Servers  Needed for our Homebound 
Members 

 
We are looking for some volunteers to go out on a monthly basis to 
serve communion to our homebound members (or deliver and drop 
off communion to our homebound members which is being done 
during this pandemic).  If you would like more information about this 
valuable program, we can set up a time for you to talk with current 
homebound communion servers.  These individuals will be more than 
happy to talk with you about this program and let you know what you 
need to do to be a member of this team.  You will be provided with all 
of your supplies.  This is an important ministry that means a great 
deal to our homebound members as they look forward to our 
communion team stopping by once a month.  If you are interested in 
being a part of this ministry team, please call the church office for 
more information.   

             
 
 
 
 
End of Year Member Financial Statements Are Now Available  

 
End of year member financial statements were mailed on Thursday, 
January 14, 2021. If you did not receive a financial statement and feel 
that you should have or if you have questions about your statement, 
you can contact our financial administrator Chris Baker 
at: Financialadmin@stjohnsuccnewport.org or you can call the church 
office at (859) 431-1818 for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Note 
Hello, 
 

Thank you for sharing yourselves through the music and Christmas 
Eve Worship.  It has helped me.  God bless you. 
 
William K. Dunlap 
Deltona, FL 
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 February Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
February Birthdays  
February 1st:  Brandon Hughes 
February 2nd:  Aaron Stamm 
February 5th:  Betty Lou Larmann & Carol Marksberry 
February 7th:  Matthew Greenert 
February 10th:  Carol Haas & Michael Sullivan 
February 12th:  Roger Quinn 
February 16th:  Kathy Spaulding 
February 17th:  Tom Fuldner 
February 18th:  Shirley Rice 
February 19th:  Kelli Taylor & JoAnn Winstel 
February 20th:  Jonathan Daniels & Kelsey Faller 
February 23rd:  Paul Bogen & Robert Gray 
February 24th:  Don Berkemeyer, Jackson Bittner & Julie Ollier 
February 27th:  Pam Fuldner 
 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday to our friends and 
family celebrating during the month of February! 
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Upcoming Events at Church 

 
February 15th:  Presidents’ Day (Church Office Closed) 

 
 
 

In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  
 
 
Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Jane & Brooks Schwarberg ~ Steve & Debbie Hecky 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln 
In Loving Memory of Leo Simon ~ Ron & JoAnn Laws 
 
 
 
General Fund 
In Appreciation of St. John’s Online Services ~ William Dunlap 
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Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart! 
 

                                                                            


