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Within the last month a brochure came in the mail. Its title really 
caught my attention: “What’s Down in the Well Will Come Up in 
the Bucket”. Have you ever tasted clear, cool, pure well water? 
What a treat it can be. But wells require attention to be kept clean 
and pure. The walls must be maintained or they may cave in and 
you’ll get a bucket of mud. Wells are covered not just to keep 
people from falling into them, but to keep out garbage, leaves, and 
animals. Pollution happens easily. However, wells are often too 
deep and dark to see what is at the bottom until you bring up a 
bucketful.  
 
In a way, people are like wells. Each of us is unique. We have 
great resources deep within us, but no else can see deep within us. 
That is part of the mystery of each person. Even if you know a 
person for a long time and share deeply that mystery, that self, is 
still there. It can be a precious treasure.  
 
What we are within is revealed only as we bring it to the surface. 
Sometimes we do this purposefully as when we share deeply with 
others our thoughts and feelings. At other times we do it 
unconsciously, by the way we speak and behave. The choices we 
make give an indication of what is really important in our lives. 
Sometimes we fool others or even ourselves for a while, but 
usually “What’s down in the well will come up in the bucket.”  I  
                                                                            continued on next page 
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am reminded of what Jesus said in Luke 6:  
“No good tree bears bad fruit, not again does a bad tree bear 

good fruit; for each tree is know by its own fruit.”  
 

 

What is down in your well? Is there a sustaining relationship with 
God? I mean something that really guides and directs your life? 
Do you have the “spring of water welling up to eternal life” which 
Jesus said he would give? Have you found the pearl of great value 
(the kingdom/realm of heaven) which is worth selling all else you 
have in order to purchase? 
 
What shows in your bucket? Do your actions reflect the love and 
forgiveness of God? Is your talk the kind that builds others up? 
What does your prayer life, your support of gathered Worship (in-
house or virtual) and your financial support of the church and its 
mission say about the things you prize? 
 
See you in church.   
Pastor Marty 
 
 
 
********************************************************************* 

 
 
Interim Note 
I continue to be involved with organizing the Sunday Service and 
assisting in leading the Worship experience online/virtual service. 
I am still reaching out with calls and/or notes to members of the 
congregation. I have officiated at funerals for persons connected to 
St. John’s UCC. As I write this we are planning on beginning in-
person Worship on Sundays, beginning February 21, 2021, The 
First Sunday in Lent. The church Leadership Team will decide 
each week if we are to close because of COVID levels. You 
should have received a letter in that regard and the policies 
surrounding the decision making process. If you are not able to 
join us at in-person Worship, please take advantage of the online/
virtual Worship.  

 
 



 3 

 

  Sunday, March 28th  

Palm Sunday 

10:00 a.m. Worship service  

“And the crowds that went 

before him and that followed 

him were shouting, ‘Hosanna 

to the Son of David!  Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of  

                          the Lord! Hosanna in the     

                      highest!” Matthew 21:19 

 

Thursday, April 1st 

Maundy Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Worship service  

“I am giving you a new 

command. You must love each 

other, just as I have loved you. 

If you love each other,  

                                                                everyone will know that you  

                                                          are my disciples.” John 13:34-35 

                                                        

 

Sunday, April 4th  

Easter 

  

10:00 a.m. Worship service  

“God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn it, but to 

save it.” John 3:17 

An invitation from you may be the only thing keeping a friend from 

visiting St. John’s church. Share with them the difference Christ has 

made in you. Invite them to join you for services during the Easter 

season. 
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Prayer Ministry  
 

 

          What To Give Up 
 
Give up complaining          focus on gratitude 
Give up pessimism           become an optimist 
Give up worry              trust Divine Providence 
Give up bitterness            turn to forgiveness 
Give up hatred              return good for evil 
Give up negativism           be positive 
Give up anger              be more patient 
Give up pettiness            be more mature 
Give up gloom              enjoy beauty all around you 
Give up jealousy             pray for trust 
Give up gossiping            control your tongue 
Give up sin                turn to virtue 
Give up giving up            hang in there 

 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s United Church of Christ would like to welcome you 
back to our in-person Sunday Worship Services beginning at 
10:00a.m. each Sunday.  Social distancing measures will be in 
place and everyone must wear a mask.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone again!  Welcome back!! 
 

       A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee 
 

Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the 
people of the Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as we 
search for a new pastor. We pray for the life of our congregation, that 
we may continue to be guided by Your love and strengthened in our  
mission to serve You through ministry, fellowship and worship. We 
pray for the search committee, that their hearts and minds may be 
open to what Your spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose 
name is yet known to You alone, that he or she may be open to your 
call. Give us Your grace to follow where You would lead us and grant 
us Your peace. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 

 

Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can 

continue to stay connected to our worship life together.  You will 

still be able to access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday 
on our church website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be 

able to access the worship services in several different ways: 
 
Call in (audio only) 
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To 
access this each Sunday, you can do the following: 
 
- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-
6799 (either number will work). 

                                                        
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a 
meeting ID –  that ID is 997-401- 6614.  You will also have to put 
in a password, you will need to type in 123 here.                                       

 
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter 
a number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to 
the audio of the service. 
 
Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 
a.m. ET each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as 
well. There are multiple ways to access the video of the worship 
service. 
 
St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 
St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 
St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 
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          “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 
 

This classic hymn of Isaac Watts has often been called the greatest 
hymn in the English language. Another contemporary of Isaac 
Watts said of it, “There may be a few others equally great, but 
there is none greater.” All one needs to do to realize the truth of 
this statement is to sing this majestic hymn. Isaac Watts based this 
hymn on the Scriptural reference of Galatians 6:14. “But God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world.” The original title was “Crucifixion to the World by the 
Cross of Christ.” Later the title was changed to “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.” 
 
Watt’s lifelong ambition, according to his own words, was to be a 
servant to churches and a helper of Christians. Dr. Watts won and 
held the hearts of a large share of the English speaking world over 
a long period of years, despite the fact that as a child he was never 
strong, and despite the fact also that he was forced to resign a 
pastorate because of poor health. For the latter thirty years of his 
life, he was more or less an invalid, but devoted himself in 
comfortable and happy surroundings to the writing of many of the 
beautiful hymns still popular today. 
  
The majestic phrases of this deeply solemn hymn are as moving 
today as when Watts penned them in 1707. The hymn has been set 
to more than one tune, but perhaps the most popular is that of 
Edward Miller, who wrote his music in 1790, some forty-two years 
after Watts’ death.  We opened our service on the first Sunday of 
Lent with the singing of this beautiful hymn.  Also,  during Lent 
the Choral Scholars will be singing Gilbert Martin’s  famous 
anthem based on this hymn . 
 
The hymn is provided so that you can meditate on the words 
during your lenten journey. 
 

Blessings, 
 
Michael Sullivan 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/gs-netbible/Gal%206.14
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    Next Visitor Deadline:  Wednesday, March 24, 2021  
 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor 
via email please contact 
StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 

You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and 
fill out the appropriate form. 
 

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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Illumination Youth Group Schedule 
 
Scripture Our winter/spring scripture comes from Romans 12:12-- 
“Let your hope make you glad. Be patient in time of trouble and 
never stop praying.”  
 

I remember packing up my school office in March, thinking that we 
would be home for a couple weeks. Who would have thought that we 
would still be feeling the heavy effects of this pandemic an entire year 
later? I rejoiced when I received my first dose of the Pfizer vaccine in 
February 2021. My second dose will come in March. I eagerly await 
when my fiance will be vaccinated (he helps to manage a grocery 
store). I want my boys to get back to the childhood they knew; I want 
my youngest to begin kindergarten without needing a mask; I want to 
celebrate my wedding this fall with family and friends. I continue to 
be patient. I continue to wear my mask and support my boys as they 
wear theirs. We continue to create fun nights at home. I continue to 
be patient as I join the IYM youth by Google Meet. Let’s continue to 
be patient and pray.  
 

Fall/Recap Well, we had a couple socially-distanced get-togethers in 
early fall, but as the cold set in, we retreated to our computers. We 
baked cookies, painted what God felt like to each of us, and even 
attempted a game of pictionary. It’s clear that we all miss our in-
person gatherings and the pandemic is wearing on all of us. Hang in 
there--I am optimistic that with warmer temps coming (soon? ha!) 
and vaccines (yay, science!), that we’ll be able to see each other again 
soon.  
 

March 3, 2021 -- 6-7 PM Let’s gear up for spring with a March 
project. Part 1: We’ll build birdhouses tonight.  
https://meet.google.com/buy-zxsw-mah?hs=122&authuser=0  
 
March 17, 2021 -- 6-7 PM Let’s gear up for spring with a March 
project. Part 2: We’ll paint our birdhouses tonight. Still have your 
paint from fall? Get it ready!  
https://meet.google.com/thm-mvce-vzs?hs=122&authuser=0  
 
April 7, 2021 -- 6-7 PM Pandemic baking seems to have been a 
“sweet” spot for our meetings--let’s bake and enjoy some cookies 
together.  
https://meet.google.com/jya-fdqm-jru?hs=122&authuser=0  
                                                                       
                                                                         continued on next page 



 9 

 

Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John 
UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas, and St. John’s 
UCC-Newport. Middle School and High School Youth (grades 6-12) 
are invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled 
meetings are on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. 
Friends are always welcome. Given our current virtual nature, RSVPs 
are highly encouraged so that necessary meeting supplies can be 
dropped off in time.  
 
For more information, please contact the IYM Coordinator: Melanie 
Sorrell Call or text: (859) 468-8076 Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com  

 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, 
is the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
carries God’s message of love and hope to people in crisis. The UCC 
works with international partners to provide sources of clean water, 
food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, 
advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons, and 
emergency relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic 
and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response.  
 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering of the 
United Church of Christ involves you in disaster, refugee/
immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. 
When a disaster strikes or people are displaced, you are part of the 
immediate response and of the long-term recovery.  
 

On March 14, 2021, St. John’s United Church of Christ will be 
participating in One Great Hour of Sharing.  This will be in the form 
of a special donation to be collected on that day. 
 

Scripture Reference: Ephesians 3:20 

Now to God be the glory, who by the power at work within us is able 
to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine. 
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Sanctuary Easter Flowers 
 
You are invited to participate in enhancing our sanctuary with 
tulips and lilies this Easter. Forms will be available in your Sunday 
bulletin and the Visitor. You can also call or stop by the church 
office for more information.  
 

Tulips and lilies are $12 each. Orders are due 
by Monday, March 29th. 
 

The flowers you order may be taken home after 
the 10:00 am Worship Service on Easter 
Sunday.  
 

We hope that you will join us for this joyous    
occasion.  

Sanctuary Easter Flowers—Sunday, April 4th 
 

You are invited to participate in enhancing our Sanctuary with lilies and 
tulips this Easter.  Please complete this form and return it, including 
payment, to the church office or place it in the offering plates on Sunday  
morning.  The flowers you order may be taken home after the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service on Easter Sunday.  Orders are due by Monday, March 
29th. 

Easter Lilies  $12/each   Quantity ________ 
Tulips          $12/ each  Quantity________ 

Total amount Enclosed   _______________________ 
 
Please complete as you would like it to appear in the Easter bulletin: 
 
Flowers are given in memory of  
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Flowers are given in honor of  
 
__________________________________________________________ 
  
Given by  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
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March Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
March Birthdays 
March 1st:  Carol Fickenscher 
March 5th:  Christine Schwalbach 
March 8th:  Dan Chism 
March 9th:  Bruce Shay 
March 10th:  Carolyn Reisinger & Marcia Schmidt 
March 11th:  Laura Haas 
March 13th:  Gary Wagner 
March 17th:  Carol Schoulthies 
March 25th:  Rachael Hawkins-Montepara & Sandra Steele 
March 26th:  Henry Marksberry 
March 29th:  Donna Westerkamp 
March 30th:  Michael Hanson 

 
March Anniversaries 
March 11th:  Betty Lou & Jerry Larmann  (38 years) 
March 17th:  Vickie & Tim Kennedy (14 years) 
March 30th:  Carol & Ralph Schoulthies (58 years) 

 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy 
anniversary to our friends and family celebrating during the month 
of March! 
 

 
Welcome Baby Crew 

 
Congratulations to Jonathan Daniels and Emily Knaley on the birth 
of their son Crew Carter Daniels.  Crew was born on September 
25, 2020 and weighted 8 lbs. 12 oz.  The proud grandparents are 
Keith and Lisa Daniels.  Congratulations to everyone!  
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  

 
Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln 
In Loving Memory of Anna Bythewood ~ Joan Berkemeyer 
 
General Fund 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~ Stella Weber 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~  Donald & Norma Rehg 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~  Laura Hibbard 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~  Franco R. Benedict 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~  Lisa & Perry Davis 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~ Carol Thomas 
In Loving Memory of Jo Orth ~ Don & Megan Heed 
In Loving Memory of Anna Bythewood ~ David McRoy 
 
Music Fund 
In Loving Memory of Anna Bythewood ~ Carol & Tom Haas 

 
 

February/March Homebound Members of the Week 

 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members 
of the week: 

 

February 21st:  Carol Marksberry 

February 28th:  Norma Biery 

March 7th:  Marcia Schmidt—Birthday 03/10 

March 14th:  Dorothy Gabbard—Birthday 03/21 

March 21st:  Henry Marksberry—Birthday 03/26 

March 28th:  Barbara Runge 

We appreciate and celebrate these individuals as our members of 
the week! 

 

 
Quote of the Day 

 
We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can do. 

 

                                 Mother Teresa 
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Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart! 
 

                                                                            


