Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 21, 2021

Thought for the Day
The Season of Lent is a time of self-examination
And obedient expectation for the church as Easter approaches.
Therefore, let us enter the sanctuary praying humbly,
yet expectantly, for God’s Spirit to be with us.

Welcome
Prelude

“Theme from Schindler’s List”

(John Williams)

(Lilyanne Thoroughman~Violin)

Introit
Tower Bell
*Call to Worship

from Psalm 51:1-17

L:

Our God is a God of mercy and love.

M:

Our God is a God of mercy and forgiveness.

L:

Our Gods’ forgiveness washes us free from sin.

M:

Our God’s washing from sin cleanses heart and spirit.

L:

Our God opens our lips, that we may declare God’s praise.

M:

Let us turn to God, with broken, contrite hearts in gratitude
and in Worship.

L:

Let us Worship our God!

*Prayer of Adoration and Confession
As we follow your Son to Jerusalem, O God, we thank you for
placing before us so urgently the nature of human sin. Yet even in
the midst of our sinfulness, even as we follow to excess the devices

and desires of our hearts, you provide for us a Great High Priest, in
the person of your Son, who imparts a remedy for our misdeeds. For
this greatest gift of love for us, how can we respond, but in songs
and shouts of praise? No matter how desperately we may stray into
sin, or what we might chase in vain along the way, we trust in your
unfailing presence and care under the Mercy who is Christ our
Lord.
The closer we draw to Jerusalem and to his final confrontation with
earthly powers, the less we like what we see in Jesus, O God. He’s
saying dangerous things about death and life; we certainly don’t
want to be around when the reckoning with authorities come – as it
surely must, not only in Jesus’ day, but also in our own. Forgive us,
we pray, for our insistence upon following the rosy cross of our
fantasies, rather than the executioner’s cross of your Son. Help us to
find new courage and strength, new life amid death, and to take up
whatever our cross may be; under the mercy of him, who died that
we might live, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Gloria Patri

(Greatorex)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
Scripture Lesson
31

From the Major Prophets: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband,[a] says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I

will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

“A Prayer of Grateful Praise”

Anthem

(Mary McDonald)

(Lilyanne Thoroughman~Violin)
Lord, we are blessed to call You Father,
And Lord, we are blessed to be Your child.
Through the giving of Your Son, sacrifice,
the Holy One, the gift of life through all eternity.
Lord, we lift our prayer to You with a heart of gratitude;
To the Father, Spirit, Holy One, we raise,
this our thanks for all You’ve done, giving glory to Your Son!
Lord, we bring to You a prayer of grateful praise.
Lord, in heaven, hallowed be Thy Holy Name;
Thy kingdom soon will come; Thy will on earth be done;
Lord forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us from temptation But deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power O Lord,
Amen.

Scripture Lesson

From the Letters to the Church: Hebrews 5:5-10

5

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
6

as he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”
7

In the days of his flesh, Jesus[a] offered up prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and
he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son,
he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9 and having been made
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey
him, 10 having been designated by God a high priest according to the order
of Melchizedek.

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Offertory Invitation
There are many “stones” in our lives that must be rolled away if we are
to break the bonds of death and enter fully into life. Sometimes our
possessions are gigantic boulders. Sometimes our lack of basic
necessities keeps us from focusing on anything but our own want. We
need not be bound or feel locked away from life’s new possibilities.
God has granted us gifts to share, that all might know the abundant life
in Christ Jesus.

Offertory

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Gilbert Martin)
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood,
See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love, so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life my all! Amen!

Scripture Lesson

From the Gospels: John 12:20-33

20

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said
to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
27

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from
this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father,

glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and
I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it
was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered,
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of
this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people[a] to myself.” 33 He said this to
indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Sermon

“Dying to Life: An Image of God’s Grace”
Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

Hymn

(Rathbun)

(see last page)

Benediction
Choral Response
Postlude

“Prelude in C Minor”

(J.S. Bach)
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