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A Message from the Designated Pulpit Supply Minister:
Rev. J. Martin (Marty) Westermeyer
As I write this, Spring is just around the corner (March 20) with all its
flowers and newness. Everywhere you look you will see God’s new
life springing up. This new life is very vulnerable to the fluctuation of
the weather. As long as the weather is nice, as it is at times, this new
life takes a chance on coming out, but a cold spell can be disastrous.
The Christian life is not too dissimilar to what we see going on in
nature. Jesus brings us new life, but it is very precious and fragile. It
doesn’t take too long for the elements to do their damage to nature.
The elements of temperature and wind are harmful for flowers but sin
and faithlessness are the elements we have to deal with in the new life
we receive in Christ.

There are many things that get in the way of our growing stronger in
the faith. In the Gospel of Luke 13:1-9, we hear what God has done to
start the new life. God has cultivated and fertilized it. Now we need
to bear fruit as the fig tree had to bear fruit. We can’t bear fruit,
however, if we don’t take precautions against all that stifles life.
God has given us freely, new life in Christ as we accept for ourselves
all that he has done for us. God has broken down all the walls that
separate us from God and one another. He has opened the gates of
grace for us, but we are fearful of crossing the threshold.

The new life that God gives us is a new orientation and direction to
life. We begin to see things differently. We begin to see things as
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God sees them. We are in need of this kind of freshness to our living.
During this Lenten Season, we have had time to rethink all that God
has done for us and work at rediscovering that freshness to living that
only God can give to us. As we celebrate Easter and move into the
Easter Season, we can move into that new life God has given us.
Looking forward to seeing you in church, to Worship and in the
community as you share your faith!

Pastor Marty
******************************************************
Interim Note
I continue to be involved with organizing the Sunday Service and
assisting in leading the Worship experience online/virtual service. I
am still reaching out with calls and/or notes to members of the
congregation. I officiate as needed at funerals for persons connected
to St. John’s UCC. As I write this we are now having in-person
Worship and you will be notified if that changes due to the COVID
situation. I am currently working with Michael and Dobin to get Holy
Week and Easter ready as we conclude our Lenten journey and
prepare to Celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection. If you are not able to join us
at in-person Worship, please take advantage of the online/virtual
Worship.

A Thank You Note
Dear Friends,

My husband and I have been blessed by your virtual Sunday morning
services on Facebook. I have been a church pianist and choir
accompanist for the past 20+ years. However, because we feel
completely uncomfortable and unable to worship in the contemporary
path our church has taken, we have had difficulty finding one until we
stumbled onto your virtual broadcasts. We live in rural middle Georgia
and can’t always stream lengthy programs, but most Sundays have been
able to get your Facebook service. We are very grateful to you for
helping us find not only beautiful sacred music but meaningful and soul
strengthening messages as well. We both thank you! Please don’t
change!
Janice & William Veal
Forsyth, Georgia
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Thursday, April 1st
Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. Worship Service and
Holy Communion
“I am giving you a new
command. You must love each
other, just as I have loved you.
If you love each other,
everyone will know that you
are my disciples.”
John 13:34-35

Sunday, April 4th
Easter Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
and Holy Communion
“God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn it, but to
save it.” John 3:17

An invitation from you may be the only thing keeping a friend from
visiting St. John’s church. Share with them the difference Christ has
made in you. Invite them to join you for services during the Easter
season.
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Prayer Ministry
Dear God I Have A Prayer Today
Dear God, I have a prayer today.
Please Lord, do not let me go astray.
Teach me to share your love with others.
Give me peace to spread to my sisters and brothers.
Dear God, I have a prayer today
Make me better than I was yesterday.
Show me how to give you the time you need
Lord, without the constant plead.
Dear God, I have a prayer today
Forgive me for my sins I pray.
Even the ones I contemplate.
Cover me with your love and grace
Until I see your loving face.

St. John’s United Church of Christ would like to welcome you
back to our in-person Sunday Worship Services beginning at
10:00a.m. each Sunday. Social distancing measures will be in
place and everyone must wear a mask. We look forward to seeing
everyone again! Welcome back!!

A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee
Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the
people of the Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as we
search for a new pastor. We pray for the life of our congregation,
that we may continue to be guided by Your love and strengthened in our
mission to serve You through ministry, fellowship and worship. We pray
for the search committee, that their hearts and minds may be open to
what Your spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose name is yet
known to You alone, that he or she may be open to Your call. Give us
Your grace to follow where You would lead us and grant us Your peace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can
continue to stay connected to our worship life together. You will
still be able to access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday
on our church website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be
able to access the worship services in several different ways:

Call in (audio only)
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To
access this each Sunday, you can do the following:
- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-6266799 (either number will work).
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a
meeting ID – that ID is 997-401- 6614. You will also have to put
in a password, you will need to type in 123 here.
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter
a number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to
the audio of the service.
Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30
a.m. ET each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as
well. There are multiple ways to access the video of the worship
service.
St. John’s UCC website
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport

St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5
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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
This month’s hymn story was sent to me compliments of Donna
Hoffman. Who knew that the author of one of the world’s most beloved
hymns was from right here in Kentucky. Thank you Donna for sending
us this inspirational story.
Born in 1866, Franklin, Kentucky native Thomas Obadiah Chisholm,
was educated in a one-room school and at age 16, became the teacher of
the school. Possessing a gift for writing, Chisholm became the associate
editor of the local newspaper, “The Franklin Favorite,” at age 21. As a
young man, he was converted to Christianity during a revival by Dr.
Henry Clay Morrison, the well-known Methodist evangelist, president of
Asbury University and founder of Asbury Theological Seminary.
Morrison recognized Chisholm’s talent and persuaded him to move to
Louisville to become editor of “The Pentecostal Herald.”
By 1903, Chisholm had been ordained as a Methodist minister but he
continued his passion for writing poetry. During his lifetime, Thomas
Obadiah Chisholm penned more than 1,200 poems of which 800 were
set to music and published in hymnals. His most famous hymn, “Great Is
Thy Faithfulness,” grew in popularity when George Beverly Shea began
using the hymn at Billy Graham Crusades around the world.
As we continue in this season of Easter, let us always remember and
give thanks for God’s faithfulness to us.
Easter blessings,
Michael
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Illumination Youth Group Schedule
April 7, 2021 -- 6-7 PM
Pandemic baking seems to have been a “sweet” spot for our
meetings--let’s bake and enjoy some cookies together.
https://meet.google.com/jya-fdqm-jru?hs=122&authuser=0
April 21, 2021 -- 6-7 PM
Earth Day is April 22. Let’s make our world a little greener and enjoy
some at-home gardening.
https://meet.google.com/tca-rrat-ake?hs=122&authuser=0
May 5, 2021 -- 6-7 PM
Mother’s Day is May 9. If there’s one thing I’ve learned as both a
daughter and a mother, it’s that Moms love cards. I’ll drop off
supplies and we can craft cards for the ladies in our lives.
https://meet.google.com/upf-gjry-bzk?hs=122&authuser=0
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John
UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas, and St. John’s UCCNewport. Middle School and High School Youth (grades 6-12) are
invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings
are on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. Friends are
always welcome. Given our current virtual nature, RSVPs are highly
encouraged so that necessary meeting supplies can be dropped off
in time.
For more information, please contact the IYM Coordinator:
Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859) 468-8076 Email:
melaniemcb@gmail.com

Quote of the Day
Let us be grateful to the people who make us happy. They are the
charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.
Marcel Proust
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April Birthdays and Anniversaries
April Birthdays

April 5th: Chase Coppage & Terri Kramer
April 13th: Ethan Schwalbach
April 16th: Jan Knepshield
April 20th: Rona Hater
April 21st: Judy Eads
April 22nd: Annette LaCroix
April 24th: Betty Bolmer & Steve McLane
April 26th: James Philippe

April Anniversaries

April 7th: Linda & Dan Chism (37 years)
April 12th: Karen & Dennis Schofield (46 years)
April 16th: Stacey & Tony Albert (27 years)
April 28th: Jeri & Steve McLane (48 years)

St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy
anniversary to our friends and family celebrating during the month
of April!
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Easter Joy for Everyday Life
More than just a day, the Church gives us a seven-week Easter season to
celebrate. Yet sometimes our everyday lives feel so heavy that
celebration is not a part of them. Critical illness in the family, loss of a
job, disappointment in a relationship and the burdens of everyday life
can make it a challenge to feel particularly joyful – even in the Easter
season.

But the joy we are being invited into this season is beyond what we see
in our everyday lives. It's true that Jesus says “Come to me and bring me
your burdens” but we usually can’t believe it. Maybe we don’t want to
believe it. If I really allow Jesus to come into my heart the way he wants
to, will he ask me to change my life in ways that are too hard? How do I
share the chaos of my life with Jesus? If I keep him at arm’s length, my
life might be difficult, but at least my problems are familiar. What
would it cost me to let go and change my life?
We know our own faults and failings so well. Too well. We begin to
believe that Jesus loves the way we love – with all of our human
limits. How could Jesus love us and accept us the way we are right
now? Maybe when we fix a few things about our lives, love our spouse
a little better, stop being so critical of family members, stop drinking,
stop nagging, love a little more… when we are perfect, then Jesus will
love us.

If we can overcome our fears, the real power of letting Jesus into our
hearts is how free our hearts will become. Suddenly, we are not afraid,
not burdened and simply ready to serve with Jesus.
Jesus loves us - right now. At this moment, Jesus holds each one of us in
his warm and loving gaze and loves us so freely at a depth that our
human minds can’t take in. Whether we comprehend this or not, Jesus
loves us endlessly and waits for us with his arms open, ready to hold and
support us.
As we receive his embrace and feel the peace and joy of Easter wash
over us, we can look over his shoulder, and see beyond to those in need
continued on next page
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who now wait for us. That’s when we realize that the real joy in our
lives is putting aside our own faults, challenges and difficulties for a
while and entering into the lives of others.
At Easter, we leave ourselves behind and encounter others by “being
close to those crushed by life’s troubles, sharing with the needy,
standing at the side of the sick, elderly and the outcast.”
We are being missioned as Easter People. We find peace in Jesus’ love
for us and now we share it with others. We find ourselves standing side
by side with Jesus, looking together at those we are being sent to love.
That is where the real joy of Easter waits for us.
Author Unknown

Next Visitor Deadline: Thursday, April 22, 2021
If you would like to submit an article or receive The
Visitor via email please contact
StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and
fill out the appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Easter Flowers
In Loving Memory of Jim, Nancy & Phyllis ~ Bette Bolmer
In Loving Memory of Bobby & Bob Bolmer ~ Bette Bolmer
In Loving Memory of Our Daughter, Lisa Dyan Stamm ~ David & Diana
Stamm
In Loving Memory of Our Loved Ones ~ Jan & Darlene Knepshield
In Loving Memory of Gene Deslongchamps ~ Erma Deslongchamps
In Loving Memory of Roy Rice ~ Shirley Rice & Family
In Loving Memory of Carol Riddle ~ Her Loving Husband, Dan Riddle
In Loving Memory of Gayle Walter ~ Bonnie Walter
In Loving Memory of Jeffrey Voelker ~ Bonnie Walter
In Loving Memory of Jack Morrow ~ Jean Morrow
In Loving Memory of Chuck Hoffmann ~ Bonnie Hoffmann
In Loving Memory of My Wife Katy & Mom & Dad (Helen & Walter) ~ Don
Berkemeyer
In Loving Memory of Dr. Franklin & Dorothy Seibert ~ Walters & Seibert
Families
In Loving Memory of Floyd E. & Mabel M. Hawkins ~ Chuck Hawkins
In Loving Memory of Denny McAtee ~ Gayle McAtee
In Loving Memory of Our Loved Ones ~ Keith & Lisa Daniels
In Loving Memory of Roy Rice ~ Brandon & Kirstie Rice & Children
In Loving Memory of Otis & Rose Dunn ~ Susan Dunn
In Honor of Shirley Rice ~ Brandon & Kirstie Rice & Children
In Honor of Kirstie Rice ~ Brandon Rice & Children
General Fund
In Loving Memory of Marion & Otto Budig, Sr. ~ George & Mary Jo Budig
Family Foundation

April Homebound Members of the Week
We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of
the week:
April 4th: Pam Maloney
April 11th: Walt Dauzenberg
April 18th: Orlin Krentz
April 25th: Bette Kendrick-Birthday 05/01
We appreciate and celebrate these individuals as our members of the
week!
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Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart!
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