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Numbers sometimes tend to fascinate me – particularly numbers 
about us as a church. In a book “The Inviting Church”, Roy Oswald 
and Speed Leas report that the American Church Growth Institute 
found that friends and relatives are the most frequent category of 
initial contact with people who will join a church. The Pastor is a far 
less significant source of the first contact. 
 

Initial contact via friends and relatives was 79% vs. 6% for a Pastor. 
Other findings were: 5% for Sunday School, 3% for walk-ins, and 6% 
for all other initial contact. 
 

But beyond the initial contact, church growth is related to places for 
new people to plug in and make friends. Churches need to be places 
where people will be missed when they are not there, and that is not 
only true for new members, but for members of long standing. 
 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that we are “ambassadors for Christ”. 
That really is what we are about. That is really the center of our 
ministry. 
 

The church needs YOU! So as we continue to move through this 
pandemic situation, I offer the following suggestions – to be done as 
best we can at this time:  
- We need your presence not only at Worship, but at other programs 
and meetings. 
 
- We need to be together where we can get to know each other, where 
we can be cared for and caring, and where we can be ambassadors 
for Christ. 
                                                                                  continued on next page 
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We need you to: Invite Family and Friends, 
                      Come With Them, 
                      Introduce Them. 
                      Include Them! 
 

Continue to share the faith - see you in church!  
 

Pastor Marty 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

Interim Note 
I continue to be involved with organizing the Sunday Service and 
assisting in leading the Worship experience online/virtual service. I 
am still reaching out with calls and/or notes to members of the 
congregation. I officiate as needed at funerals for persons connected to 
St. John’s UCC. As I write this we are now having in-person Worship 
and you will be notified if that changes due to the COVID situation.  
 

I am currently working with Michael and Dobin as we prepare for the 
Sundays after Easter and move to celebrate Pentecost on  
May 23 (we may also be having Holy Communion that day to 
celebrate the Birthday of the Church).  
 

It was good to see folks with us on Palm Sunday and Easter that have 
not been with us previously. It is always good to have more persons in 
Worship, but we also need to be cautious of those among us who may 
not be ready or can not be with groups of people not of their family 
circle.  
 

If you are not able to join us at in-person Worship, please take 
advantage of the online/virtual Worship. 

 
Prayer Ministry 

 
   Lifeline 

 

Prayer is the breath that revives my soul. 

Prayer is the balm that makes my spirit whole. 
              Prayer is my path into the realm above. 

                 Prayer is the wave that fills my heart within love. 
                 Prayer is the key that opens the bolted door. 
                It is the battle plan when I find myself at war. 
               Prayer is the gift that I send a distant friend. 

               It’s prayer the lifeline I will use right to  
                 the end. 
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                     A Prayer for our Pastoral Search Committee 
 

Almighty and ever living God, look favorably upon us, the people 
of the Holy Comforter, in this time of transition as we search for a 
new pastor. We pray for the life of our congregation, that we may 

continue to be guided by Your love and strengthened in our  
mission to serve You through ministry, fellowship and worship. We pray 

for the search committee, that their hearts and minds may be open to 
what Your spirit is saying. We pray for the pastor whose name is yet 

known to You alone, that he or she may be open to Your call. Give us 
Your grace to follow where You would lead us and grant us Your peace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

A Message From Our Leadership Team Treasurer 
 

Here are some updates on our finances: 
 

First, on March 30 I received notification from WesBanco that our 
application for forgiveness of the PPP Loan from last year was 
approved. 
 

Second, on March 31 I received notification that our application for a 
second PPP Loan was approved for $32,785.47.  It was actually 
deposited in our account on March 29. 
 

Third, our investment accounts have continued to grow. 
 

Finally, we continue to hold our own financially, thanks to your 
continued giving.  Some of you are taking advantage of online giving, 
others are mailing their offerings, and many are now putting them in 
the plates!  Thank you so much for you continued support of our 
programs! 
 

We have not approved a budget yet, but are working on what is 
effectively the same budget as for 2020, with a few adjustments.  For 
example, the equal billing from Duke Energy is roughly $600 per 
month less than it was a year ago. 
 

That said, pledges and expected non-pledge giving and other income 
are around $100,000 short of the budget, as was the case last year.  I 
didn’t have to withdraw funds from our investments to make ends 
meet last year, and I hope that I won’t have to do so this year either. 
 

Thanks again for your support! 
 

Chuck Hawkins, 
Treasurer 



 4 

 

  Thank You Choral Scholars! 
 

Sunday May 2nd will be the final Sunday that our Choral 
Scholars will be singing for us this choir season.  The school term is 
ending at CCM, and some of our singers will be returning home  for 
the summer. 
 

I want to thank our wonderful singers for providing us with 
outstanding music during a most difficult year.  They have provided 
music for both our in-person and our online services.  They presented 
a truly beautiful and inspirational “virtual” Christmas concert when it 
was not possible for us to have an in-person concert this year. 
 

So we thank Jisoo, Anyee, Yewon, Aaron, Grant and Justin for 
adding so much to our worship during this difficult year. 
 

The Joe Haas Sr. Choral Scholar fund makes it possible for us 
to engage these wonderful students for our worship services.  The 
fund was founded by  Mrs. Connie Haas in memory of her husband 
Joe, who was a  faithful member of our Chancel Choir for many 
years. 
   

The church is grateful that we can enlist these wonderful singers to 
enhance our music ministry here at St. John’s. 
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Congratulations Grant! 
 
 

On Saturday evening, April 17, our Choral Scholar Grant Peck gave his 
senior voice recital in our sanctuary. Due to CCM Covid restrictions, we 
couldn’t invite the congregation, but Grant performed a brilliant recital 
in the presence of his family, a few close friends and his voice professor, 
Kenneth Shaw. Grant has been a baritone section leader in our choir for 
the past three years. 
 
He will be pursuing his Masters degree next year at the University of 
Houston, Texas. We have so appreciated having Grant with us for the 
past three years, and we wish him continued success as he continues his 
education. 
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    St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 
 

Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can 
continue to stay connected to our worship life together.  You will still be 

able to access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our 
church website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be able to 
access the worship services in several different ways: 
 

Call in (audio only) 
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To access 
this each Sunday, you can do the following: 
 

- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-6799 
(either number will work). 

                                                        
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a meeting 
ID –  that ID is 997-401- 6614.  You will also have to put in a 
password, you will need to type in 123 here.                                        

 
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter a 
number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to the 
audio of the service. 
 

Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. 
ET each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. 
There are multiple ways to access the video of the worship service. 
 
St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 
St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/
stjohnsuccnewport 
 
St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 

 
Comments From Our Online Worshippers 

 
We continue to receive messages from people all around the country 
who are worshiping with us through our online ministry. We thought 
you would like to read a few of the messages we received from our 
online worshippers.                                           
                                                                      continued on next page 
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“Wonderful Service as always. I especially enjoyed "Aria" by J.S. Bach. 
Thanks again for the inspiration you provide to this UCC Pastor in the 
Chicago metro area!” 
Tom Ewing 
 

It fills my heart and nourishes my soul to know that the beauty of 
Christian Worship still exists. The sermon was excellent and stayed on 
point delivering a refreshing point of view regarding the Easter 
message. Praise God! The music was glorious. 
Rev. Dr. Kenneth J. Hoyt 
 

“What a blessing the service was to me, a Baptist who desires to 
worship liturgically. Thank you. WOW for the choir and organ! 
Amazing and blessed!” 
David Morrison 
 

“Greetings from Roswell, GA. I so enjoy your music - you have such 
talented musicians. Thank you all for sharing your gifts with all of us - 
may God bless you richly!” 
Jena Kennedy 
 

“Thank you for this beautiful Easter service.” 
Martha Malone 
 

“Wonderful! I’m in awe of these voices. How I wish I could hear hymns 
sung this way every Sunday. Such dignity and reverence.” 
Daniel Cloony 
 

“My name is David Pitts and I'm the organist at First Baptist Church in 
Clinton SC.  I heard your organ piano duet on Youtube and It Is Well 
was my father's favorite hymn.  I absolutely loved that arrangement.” 
David Pitts 
 

“I am listening to your music and the presentation of “It Is Well with 
My Soul”. It was performed superbly with great skill and sensitivity. 
Would it be possible to ask of you who arranged and/or published this 
setting. It was refreshing and beautifully played by two music masters at 
the organ and piano. 
I grew up in the Cincinnati area and spent a full time career in music 
ministry in Richmond, Virginia after receiving my masters in 
music.  After hearing several excerpts from your website, it is wonderful 
to know that the “torch has been passed” forward to capable musicians 
for the future of music ministry!  Thank you for what you are doing now, 
and I encourage you to sustain this for the future!” 
Paul Honaker 
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Illumination Youth Group Schedule 
 

May 5, 2021 -- 6-7 PM 
Mother’s Day is May 9. If there’s one thing I’ve learned as both a daughter 
and a mother, it’s that Moms love cards. I’ll drop off supplies and we can craft 
cards for the ladies in our lives. 
https://meet.google.com/upf-gjry-bzk?hs=122&authuser=0 
 

May 19, 2021 -- 6-7 PM 
It’s time to bring back a past activity--as this school year winds down, let’s 
write a thank you note. You can write to a teacher, a coach, a relative, 
anyone you want to thank. 
https://meet.google.com/knv-gwun-ieo?hs=122&authuser=0 
 

Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCC-
Bellevue, Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas, and St. John’s UCC-Newport. 
Middle School and High School Youth (grades 6-12) are invited and 
encouraged to attend. Friends are always welcome. Given our current virtual 
nature, RSVPs are highly encouraged so that necessary meeting supplies 
can be dropped off in time. 
 

For more information, please contact the IYM Coordinator: 
Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859) 468-8076 Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com 

 
It’s a Girl 

 

Congratulations to Patrick and Karlie Berkemeyer on the birth 
of their daughter, Evelyeen Rose Berkemeyer.  Evelyeen was 
born on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 4:36 a.m.  She weighed  
7 lbs. 3oz. and was 19 1/2 inches long.  The proud grandparents are 
Mark & Karen Berkemeyer and Ron & Beverly Shackelford.  The 

proud great-grandfather is Don Berkemeyer and the Great-Great-Aunt 
is Joanie Berkemeyer.  Congratulations to everyone! 

 

      It’s a Boy 
 

Congratulations to Avery and Allison Franzen Wood on the 
birth of their son Griffin William Wood.  Griffin was born on 
Sunday, April 18, 2021 at 11:00 p.m.  He weighed 6 lbs. 2 oz. 
and was 17 inches long.  The proud grandparents are Jenny and Greg 

Franzen and the great-grandparents are Tom and Carol Haas.  
Congratulations to everyone! 
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Thank You Carol Fickenscher & Mike Hanson                       
 

We thank Carol Fickenscher and Mike Hanson for their hard work 
and dedication with decorating our sanctuary this Easter season 

along with the outside flower boxes.  We all enjoyed the 
beauty of the spring flowers that were displayed 
throughout the church thanks to their hard work.   

Thank you Carol and Mike! 

 

Trent Montessori Students Say Thank You St. John’s! 
 

The students from Trent Montessori School were all smiles and 
laughter when they received their Easter bags filled with candy and 
treats thanks to St. John’s.  The students loved the bags and were 
thanking St. John’s members who came through the door that day 
including Pastor Marty. Even on day two the students were still 
thanking everyone. What nice and polite students who went out of 
their way to thank everyone.  

 

Thanks to Carol Fickenscher for assembling 90 
treat bags for the students of Trent and our kids at 

St. John’s. 
 

Congratulations St. John’s on another successful outreach project. 
 

An Easter Surprise for Our St. John’s Kids 

 
With no Easter Egg hunt because of COVID-19, the Leadership 
Team of St. John’s decided to make little Easter bags for all the 

children in attendance on Easter morning.  Each child in 
attendance received a bag full of candy and small treats.  We 

hope that this small gesture provided smiles for all of our 
kids.  Hopefully next year we can have our annual Easter 

egg hunt back on the front lawn of the church for all of the 
kids.    

 

Quote of the Day 
 

Success has nothing to do with what you gain in life or accomplish 
for yourself.  It’s what you do for others. 

                                                                           Danny Thomas               
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 May Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
May Birthdays 
May 1st:  Bette Kendrick 
May 3rd:  Amy Greenert & Peytan Rice 
May 4th:  Mary Haas 
May 10th:  Robert Hasse & Alison Morris 
May 12th:  Glenn Hughes 
May 15th:  Flo Grey & Alesha Hughes 
May 17th:  Dave Coppage & Bonnie Walter 
May 21st:  Janet Ginter 
May 22nd:  Brandon Rice 
May 27th:  Jerry Larmann & Lois Von Strohe 
May 28th:  Martha Malone 
May 29th:  Margaret Deaton & John Penrod 
May 30th:  Brooklyn Greenert 
May 31st:  Kim Burns & Don Haas 
 

May Anniversaries 
May 13th:  Julie & Charles Croley (32 years) 
May 18th:  Kathy & Larry Spaulding (46 years) 
May 22nd:  Patricia & James Penrod, Jr. (28 years) 
 

St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to 
our friends and family celebrating during the month of May! 
 

Graduate Recognition 
 

During worship on Sunday, June 6th, St. 
John’s will be recognizing the graduates 
in our midst.  If you know of someone 

graduating from High School, College, University or another academic 
institution, please contact the church office to let us know.  Thank you! 

 
 

Next Visitor Deadline:  Monday, May 24, 2021  
 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email 
please contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 

You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out the 
appropriate form. 
 

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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Memorial Day Roll of Remembrance 
 
If you are a church member and would like to add a member of your 
family to update our Military Roll of Remembrance for Memorial Day 
2021, please contact the church office. 
 
Please note that names featured in previous years will be included again, 
and there is no need to re-submit them. Thank you!   
 

 
Updating Our Military Service List for the Prayer Ministry  

 
The Prayer Ministry is in the process of updating their list of military 
service personnel.  If you have a military member that is on the prayer 
ministry list, please contact the church office or let a member of the 
prayer ministry know so that we can update our list.  We need to know if 
these individuals are still active in the military and would like to get 
addresses or other contact information (email address etc.) so we can 
send them cards/notes.   
 

You can locate this list on the back page of every Visitor.  Take a look 
and if you see a name that you recognize, let us know so we can update 
our list. 
 

Any help that you can give in this endeavor would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Blessings,  
 

The Prayer Ministry  
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  

 
Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln 
In Loving Memory of Dennis Schofield ~ Steve & Jeri McLane 
 
General Fund 
In Loving Memory of Jack Morrow ~ Jean Morrow 
In Loving Memory of Dennis Schofield ~ Mike Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Ron Usleman ~ Dan & Flo Grey 
  
 

Music Fund 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Cindy & David Weidinger, Tammy & 
Ken Weidinger & Bonnie & Bill Hitch 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Judy Eads 
In Loving Memory of Norb & Catherine Duckworth ~ Lois Almoslechner 
In Loving Memory of Gail Miller ~ Lois Almoslechner 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Sweetbriar Avenue Friends/Neighbors 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Marcia Roy 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ John & Peggy Westlund 
In Loving Memory of Dennis Schofield ~ John & Peggy Westlund 
 
Sanctuary Flower Fund 
In Loving Memory of Joan Haas ~ Roger Haas 
In Loving Memory of Joan Haas ~ Laura Haas 
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Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart! 


