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A Message from
Rev. J. Martin (Marty) Westermeyer
In 1 Peter 1:3, we read, “We have been born anew to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
As I grow older, I am more convinced that the two greatest gifts God
gave to us are Memory and Hope. The Bible makes frequent references
to these gifts of God’s love.
As Moses spoke to the people of Israel in Deuteronomy 8, he says,
“Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you...” Notice
“led”, not “driven”; and “God”, not “Moses.” It is good to be able to
remember how God has been in our lives – individually and collectively.
It is God’s gift of memory that allows us to live today and offers us hope
for tomorrow.

Hope is one of the Christian’s treasured possessions. Of course, no
person lives without hope of some kind; otherwise he or she just exists.
A Christian is one who has “been born anew to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
It is not surprising to find in the New Testament that God is described as
“the God of hope.” The hope we have in Christ is echoed in the words of
a familiar hymn:
“…hope that sends a shining ray
Far down the future’s broadening way.”
As you live your life, are you remembering and hoping? Are you
sensing God’s Presence and if so, have you shared it with someone who
needs to know about God through Jesus Christ?
Blessings - Pastor Marty
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As most of you may be aware, this will be my last article for the Visitor. I
am writing this prior to the Ministerial Candidate for Installed Pastor to be
presented to you on May 23, 2021. After he participates in the Worship, and
you will hold your Congregational Meeting, and vote to accept the candidate
as your new Pastor. I will, as I have been since I began my time with you, be
keeping you in prayer. This is the beginning of a new chapter, a new era, of
transition of your congregation after COVID.
I want to thank you for allowing me to be the Designated Pastor Supply
since August of 2020. After I was with you a few weeks, I was asked to take
on some limited pastoral duties, as well. Having done ministry with and for
you during this COVID time has been an interesting and challenging
experience. As you know, I was originally contacted to be the pulpit supply
for your Communion Sundays during the summer when you first began to
open for in-person Worship.
I have enjoyed my time with you. As I have mentioned to individuals and
during Worship, this time allowed me to have a focus on something else
besides my care-taking duties for my wife – who suffers from dementia. It
forced me to think outside myself and my situation, to allow myself to be in
relationship with your congregation. In doing so, I experienced God in a
variety of ways that I was not always expecting. It forced me to be
efficient in my time, to be present in the moment, to stay focused on the task
– whether it was as Pastor or husband.
My prayer for you now is to be open to your new Pastor. Be aware of the
skills and talents he will bring to the table. The focus is not on your
differences, the focus is on what the congregation of St. John’s UCC can
become in the future. You may need to change and adapt some ways of
“doing church”, as you and the new Pastor figure out what the future may
be. Allow God’s presence and Spirit to move among you, to be aware that
change is not a bad thing. If the COVID experience has taught us anything –
it is that we can change and adapt to continue to find God in our midst.
We have journeyed for a short while, but we have journeyed together. Some
of you have connected to me more closely than others, but we have been
church together. I wanted you to all know that whether I talked or met with
you regularly or only saw you on Sunday or never met you at all, that you
were all important to the congregation of St. John’s UCC. And not only
important to this congregation, but to the Body of Christ!

May God continue to bless your journey into the future! May you
continue to know and experience God’s presence in all that you do
together! And someday our paths will cross again and we will greet each
other in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!
Blessings - Pastor Marty Westermeyer
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Thank You Marty!
It is with both gratitude and sadness that I write this letter to you even
though it is a letter of thanks, gratitude and adoration for Pastor Marty.
Marty has been a quiet, peaceful, holy and inspirational leader during this
time. We thank you Marty and are so appreciative of what you have
done for us.
We wish you and Betty love and happiness in the time to come. You
have been a stalwart yet inspirational leader during these difficult times
and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. May the Lord bless and
keep you both in the palm of his loving hand, giving you peace and joy.
Thank you so very, very much. We will always
love and respect you, being grateful for
everything that you have done for St. John’s.
Respectfully,
Jan Knepshield
President, St. John’s UCC

Pastor Marty

A Message from the Pastoral Search Committee
Our search is over, and I want to take this opportunity to thank my
teammates on the Search Committee, Laura Haas, Dave Stamm, Kyle
Taylor, and Tim Barber, for all their hard work and dedication to this
process. They are all wonderful people whose love of St. John's shows in
all they do. It has been a pleasure working together to find a Pastor we
believe to be the one God has meant for us.
Also, a big Thank You to so many people who have helped us in many
ways: Chuck Hawkins, Michael Sullivan, Carol Fickenscher, Flo Grey,
Darlene Knepshield, Jan Knepshield, and especially Kelli Taylor. Also,
thank you to the congregation for your support, prayers, cards, and
encouraging words. I am blessed and proud to be
a
member of such a loving congregation!
Pat Goins
Pastoral Search Committee Chairperson
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Welcome Rev. Barry Bordenkircher
To all members of St. John’s,
We all need to jump with joy, if you still can, and sing the praises of St.
John’s: we have a new settled pastor. On Sunday, May 23rd we
overwhelmingly voted to hire Pastor Barry Bordenkircher as our new
minister after he preached a wonderful sermon.
Barry has a great resume with a variety of experiences and our Pastoral
Search Team did an outstanding job finding him, going through the
entire process and issuing a call to Barry, which he accepted.
We, the members of St. John’s need to welcome Barry and his wife
Cheryl with the love and adoration that our church has known for many
years. I feel that he has many ideas and programs that will benefit our
church and congregation.
I want to thank our Pastoral Search Team who did an outstanding job,
especially while working to find a new minister during a pandemic. We
are extremely grateful that you found Barry and brought him to St.
John’s. Be sure to thank Pat Goins, Laura Haas, David Stamm, Tim
Barber and Kyle Taylor for all of their time and effort in finding a new
minister for St. John’s.
Let us now move forward into this new era with joy and love for one
another and bless you all and God Bless St. John’s.
Respectfully,
Jan Knepshield
President, St. John’s UCC
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A Message from Rev. Barry Bordenkircher
I use LOTS of quotes in my sermons, teaching, and writing, largely because
there are a LOT of people in this world who are a LOT smarter than I
am...and I am not ashamed to admit it! (I mean, let’s be honest: how many
times do we really have a unique and truly ORIGINAL thought anyway?).
So, as I wondered how to begin my very first newsletter for St. John’s
UCC, it came naturally to me to share a quote from one of my favorite
Christian authors (from whom you’ll likely hear more from time to time),
the great Frederick Buechner (beek’-nur). Fred has a way of “nailing it,’
just like this quote--about things that are “holy,” about sacramental
moments (recall that a sacrament, broadly defined, is a container/carrier of
God’s presence and essence). I think he is spot on with this one!

So why this particular quote at this particular time? Well, because it helps
describe how I have experienced the life and the people of St. John’s UCC
right at the outset, at the very beginning of our new journey together.
Meeting the staff, some other representatives of church groups, and then the
Leadership Team (and breaking bread together at the Hofbräuhaus!—
PROST!)…these were all sacramental moments for me. So too, in a big
way, was the worship service on May 23, during which I preached my first
(“trial”) sermon for the congregation. That part about ‘’looking into a
stranger’s eyes and finding out they are not a stranger’s”—that especially
rings true for me! And some of you said it was true for you as well. Add to
that your warm, gracious welcome—it was all amazing!
continued on next page 5

I guess another way to put it is that I have undoubtedly and undeniably
experienced holy moments as I started to meet you, and hear some of your
stories, hopes, and desires for the future, and as we prayed together, and then
sang and worshipped together. It started with the very first Zoom meeting
with the Search Committee (such a fine and dedicated group!), and has
continued right along, through every step in the journey of becoming your
new pastor. As we edged closer and closer to the trial sermon and the
congregational vote, friends and colleagues in whom I confided would ask
me “How’s it going?” All I could say in the end was “This is surely a God
thing,” and “I know beyond knowing that the Spirit is guiding this process.”

That’s how it is with sacramental moments. The presence/essence of the
Holy One, when truly experienced, is always a “knowing beyond knowing.”
That is, you can never adequately put it into words. Speech fails, because it’s
beyond intellectual knowing, even beyond emotional knowing. It’s deeper. It
is surely a “felt” experience…but you sense it with more than your head and
feelings. You know/feel it in your SOUL, in the very core of your being…the
place where your heart and God’s heart are always beating as one. You know
it as…a COMMUNION.
I guess what I am trying to say (and struggling with words!) is that even
though we have not yet celebrated the liturgical sacrament (the bread-wine
ritual) of Holy Communion together, we have already begun to share
communion together in the purest sense. And I am so grateful for that! I
praise God for that, and bless all of you for that. A few months ago, if
someone had asked me how I felt about my ministry and a potential call to a
new, as-yet-unknown parish, I would not have been able to muster a lot of
enthusiasm. I didn’t have a lot of high hopes, or an abundance of inspiration.
But…because of and through the sacramental moments we have started to
share, the Spirit’s refining Pentecost fire and renewing breeze have and are
blowing through me…and I am EXCITED and eager and HOPEFUL again
as I come to you as pastor, teacher, fellow disciple, and journeyman on the
same road with you…trusting God to guide us around the unseen bends and
dips in that road, and fueling ALL our souls for the spiritual trek—the shared
mission and purpose—that lies ahead of us.
Buechner says “If we weren’t blind as bats, we might see that life itself is
sacramental.” He’s spot on again. I don’t have enough space here to get into
all the things that make us “blind;” but you can summarize them pretty well
with two words: human ego! You will hear me preach/teach a lot about our
egos, our “false selves” (our small, limited, fearful selves that so much of life
deludes us into trusting as real); and about our TRUE selves, whom God
created us to be from the git-go (that deepest core of our being, deeper even
than our subconscious minds, and so much more real and powerful than our
worst fears). Life IS sacramental. Our individual lives are sacramental—all
continued on next page
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of them holy-bearing and holy-making lives! And our common/shared life
as a church is sacramental. What a grace and a blessing to have already
begun to explore together new ways to experience that profound truth.
So how do we begin? It’s simple really…we TRUST GOD as the creator
and sustainer of sacramental Reality. We pledge ourselves to always grow
in God’s love, to share that growing Love with one another in both familiar
and in new ways, and to reflect Divine Love more and more to the world
around us however we can. We pledge to live sacramental lives, full of
vision, grace, and compassion. Which will ground us in deep, unutterable
(and indestructible) joy, and wrap us up in the embrace of Christ’s “peace
that passes understanding.”
Sounds good to me! How about you? I’m ready to get started!
In DEEP gratitude for your WELCOME and the opportunity to SERVE
with you,

Pastor Barry
P.S. Please feel free to call, text or email me at any time.
Email: Revbarryb@gmail.com
Cell Phone: (513) 317-8146

Thank You Staff
Dear Members of St. John’s,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people who
have worked diligently throughout the pandemic to keep St. John’s on
the right track and are now leading us into a new era in our history.
Michael Sullivan, Kelli Taylor, Dobin Park and Kyle Taylor have all
done a magnificent job and deserve your “kudos” and “thanks”
whenever you see them.
Thank you all so much for all that
you do for St. John’s.
Respectfully,

Jan Knepshield
President, St. John’s UCC
Kelli, Michael, Barry & Dobin
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Comments From Our Online Worshippers
It fills my heart and nourishes my soul to know that the beauty of
Christian Worship still exists. The sermon was excellent and stayed on
point delivering a refreshing point of view regarding the Easter
message. Praise God! The music was glorious. Rev Dr Kenneth J Hoyt
Thank You for having the services online. Have been under the weather, so
much appreciated. Thanks again for having these services online to watch
too. Judy Eads

Greetings-Thank you for your ministry. Rev. William K. Dunlap-Deltona,
FL
This morning I was scrolling through Face Book after watching our Salina
First service to see if I could pick up another church service somewhere to
further my spiritual journey. I checked out not only Face Book but decided
to give You Tube a visit. As I searched I found a church in Newport,
Kentucky that really blessed me. It was the St. John's United Church of
Christ. It really blew me away with it's simplicity in all areas: music, choir,
devotions and the pastors message. I certainly will tune in to them again,
after first watching our Salina First service. May you all have a wonderful
week ahead!
Very nice church service. David R. Staggs
Hello from Indonesia, God Bless. Bil A.M. Sharani
Beautiful resonant singing from the choir. Nice to hear a choir with a full
and live sound. Dennis Deem

St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue
to stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to
access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the worship
services in several different ways:
Call in (audio only)
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To access
this each Sunday, you can do the following:
- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-6799
(either number will work).
continued on next page
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- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a meeting ID
– that ID is 997-401- 6614. You will also have to put in a password, you
will need to type in 123 here.
- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter a
number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to the audio
of the service.
Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are
multiple ways to access the video of the worship service.
St. John’s UCC website
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/
stjohnsuccnewport

St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5

Prayer Ministry
Prayer is the most important conversation of your day. Take
it to God before you take it to anyone else.
Donations for Youth Room
St. John’s is working on updating our Youth Room to house more
programs and groups inside of it. We are currently looking for items
to be donated to help with the supplies we have and to build on them.
If you have anything you would like to donate like board games,
video games, DVD’s, and other fun items
like this, please bring them to the church
office.
If you have any questions or concerns
please reach out to the office. Thank you
in advance for all of your generosity.
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2021 Graduate Recognition
Brooke Albert is graduating from Dixie Heights High School and
plans to attend Lourdes University near Toledo, OH. Brooke plans to
major in either business or computer science and play softball for the
Gray Wolves. She received an academic and athletic scholarship along
with a scholastic scholarship. Brooke is the daughter of Tony and Stacey
Albert and the granddaughter of James Philippe.
Austin Frazier is graduating from Highlands High School and plans to
attend Northern Kentucky University in the fall. Austin is the son of
Danny Frazier and Katie Walters and the grandson of Robert and Sally
Walters.
Hayden David Stamm is graduating from Ludlow High School and
plans to attend Gateway Community and Technical College. He
received 5 scholarships that he will use at Gateway in the fall. Hayden is
the son of Aaron and Patty Stamm and the grandson of David and Diana
Stamm.

Hannah Walters is graduating from Columbia High School in
Columbia, Illinois. She will be attending Western Kentucky University
and plans to major in graphic arts. Hannah is the daughter of Robbie
Walters and Marla Rose and the granddaughter of Robert and Sally
Walters.
Congratulations to the class of 2021! We wish you great happiness
and success!

Graduate Recognition
During worship on Sunday, June 6th, St.
John’s will be recognizing the graduates in
our midst. Please join us as we honor these hard working graduates and
celebrate their accomplishments. Congratulations to the class of 2021.

Next Visitor Deadline: Thursday, June 24, 2021
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via
email please contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out the
appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries
June Birthdays
June 10th:
June 11th:
June 13th:
June 20th:
June 27th:
June 28th:

Tom Haas & Oliver Morris
Judy Gadd
Joanna Haas
Betty Jo Haas
Stuart Suggs
Emily Fussinger

June Anniversaries

June 13th: Diana & David Stamm (51 years)
June 22nd: Carol & Tom Haas (53 years)
June 24th: Jan & Frank Kreutzer (43 years)
June 25th: Kim & Tony Burns (38 years)
June 25th: Pat & Dan Goins (50 years)
June 28th: Flo & Dan Grey (63 years)

St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to
our friends and family celebrating during the month of June!

Retirement Reception for Bonnie Hoffmann
Please join us on Sunday, June 13th after the Sunday
Worship service in Fellowship Hall as we honor Bonnie Hoffmann for
her 50+years of service to St. John’s and the Sunday School Program.
Come on down to greet Bonnie and have some cake and punch as we
wish her a happy retirement. Congratulations Bonnie for all that you
have done for St. John’s through the years.
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Food Pantry
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln
In Loving Memory of Gerry Krebs ~ Tom & Carol Haas
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner
General Fund
In Loving Memory of Walter Berkemeyer ~ Joan Berkemeyer

Music Fund
In Loving Memory of Roy Rice ~ Judith Bennett
Sanctuary Flower Fund
In Loving Memory of Dennis Schofield ~ Judy & Bob Slater
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Judy & Bob Slater
In Honor of Flo Grey’s 85th Birthday ~ Jan & Darlene Knepshield
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholarship Fund
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Martha Malone
In Loving Memory of Dennis Schofield ~ Martha Malone
In Loving Memory of Gordon Stoney ~ Martha Malone

Card Shower for Frank Burdick, Jr.
Frank Burdick, Jr is facing some serious health issues and could use our
prayers and support. If you want to send Frank a card or note his address
is - 2524 Frank Avenue, Villa Hills, Kentucky 41017.
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Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart!
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