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 IT’S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS! 
 

[Hmmm…what to write for my very first solo column in The Visitor?  So many 
things come to mind! But then I thought, “Why not share a little more about the 
“Trinity of Relationships” which I lifted up as a centerpiece of my trial sermon on 
May 23?  People must have liked, it because you didn’t send me packing that 
day!  So here goes…] 

 
      WHEN YOU cut to the heart of the matter, “doing church” in all its 
nuances is about relationships. In 30+ years of ordained ministry in all 
kinds of settings it’s become clear to me that, more than anything else, 
ministry is about relationships.  It’s about maintaining healthy ones, 
strengthening weak ones, making new ones while honoring established 
ones…and all of these relationships firmly grounded and centered in the 
love of Christ. 
 
      IN HER ground-breaking book, Unbinding the Gospel, Martha Grace 
Reese writes about this in a powerful way—and I’ve found that her 
“model” has intuitively guided my ministry in the past; and it’s become a 
defining approach for me, especially as I ponder the scope and direction 
of the church’s future in our culture. Far too many people have left (or 
been chased out of!) churches because relationships were not held dear or 
not properly emphasized (some really bad, outdated theological ideas 
have not  helped either!). Her book is about evangelism—a word with 
varied (and sometimes negative) connotations, but which I understand as 
faith sharing—which in essence is relational. She writes… 

   
“Evangelism emerges from a trinity of relationships. 

Congregations that are doing evangelism best are held together 
with three inseparable yet distinct areas of honest, loving 

relationships:              
                                                                         continued on next page             
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• with God, 
• within the congregation, and, 
• with people outside the church whose lives are not centered in 

Christ. 
The heart of evangelism emerges from the interaction of these 
three sets of relationships: our personal relationships with 
God, healthy congregational relationships, and caring about 
people who don’t have a conscious connection with Christ. 
The heart of evangelism is being in love with God, being part 
of a church you love, and caring about other people who do 
not know that faith. Faith sharing focuses on relationships, 
not 'bringing in more young people,’ or ‘helping our church 
to grow again.’ Evangelism is motivated by growing love——
not by all the lists, bread deliveries, mailings, parties for 
unchurched friends, small group curriculum decisions or new 
members classes. Details do matter. Means of showing love 
are important; but the heart of 
evangelism is love—of God, of church, of others.” 

 
      SO, FOR ME, ministry is all about creating, nurturing, and cherishing 
honest, loving relationships…all of which are centered in the love of God 
as revealed through and shared by/with Jesus the Living Christ. In a local 
church, it’s about intentionally and creatively living out the UCC’s still-
relevant “God is Still Speaking” motto: No matter who you are, or where 
you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 
      IN THIS current time of struggling churches, denominational decline, 
economic, social and political uncertainty, of being “spiritual but not 
religious,” and seeing the very relevance of Christian faith being 
challenged more than ever (or so it seems!), I see my ministry as one of 
keeping and strengthening relationships in a balanced way, attending to 
all three aspects of this “trinity of relationships.” FIRST, I must continue 
to grow my own relationship with God—when that relationship is strong, 
I am strong; when it is weak, I suffer for it. And, I must help others 
develop their own deep, personal relationship with the Holy One (this is 
indeed one of my life’s passions, my own personal mission statement, if 
you will). SECOND, I must help any local church I serve to keep and 
grow (and when necessary heal) strong, loving, faithful relationships 
within itself….to “strengthen the Body,” as it were. This is especially 
true among its leaders, with whom I seek to work closely in an 
innovative and rewarding team relationship.  
 
                                                                                 continued on next page 
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      AND THIRD—this is the part which is often the weakest and/or most 
neglected in mainline churches today—I seek to help my congregation 
grow and nurture many new, deeper connections with their surrounding 
community…to increase not just it’s visibility or reputation, but to make 
it a place where people know they can always find healthy, loving, 
healing relationships with God, and with their neighbors! Working with 
all ages, I want to share God’s grace so that my church is strong and 
unified—and my community is a better place for it! 
 
      I ALSO believe that people want to enjoy doing this kind of 
evangelism/faith sharing together, praising God with joy and laughter, 
hugs and high-fives, fulfillment and fun. Serving Christ with eagerness 
and expectancy can and often should be fun, not just something 
“endured” out of tradition or a sense of duty! Living a Christ-centered, 
joyful, prayerful existence is how we can experience all the fullness of 
life which God intends for us…to experience what Jesus himself 
promised when he said “I came that you would have life, and have it 
abundantly!” As we enter “high summer” and start planning for the Fall 
and then the holidays, let’s start having some fun together, praying 
together, and experiencing the fullness of life in Christ together! 

-- Pastor Barry 
 

Prayer Ministry 

GOD 
Designed me 
Created me 
Blesses me 
Heals me 

Defends me 
Forgives me 
LOVES me 

 
 

Next Visitor Deadline:  Wednesday, August 25, 2021  
 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please 
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 

You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out 
the appropriate form. 
 

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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      Fanny Crosby - A Force For Change 
 

Some of the most famous and beloved hymns that we sing on Sunday 
mornings were written by Fanny Crosby.  A talented songstress, a force 
for change, and a friend to presidents—all of these phrases describe 
Fanny Crosby, a Christian hymn writer in nineteenth-century New York. 
Fanny Crosby was born in 1820 and lost her eyesight at six weeks old 
after contracting an infection. She was educated at the New York 
Institute for the Blind, where she later became a teacher.  
 

While teaching, Fanny found a passion for writing and music, publishing 
a collection of poems in 1844. She went on to write the lyrics for over 
8,000 Christian hymns in her lifetime, including “To God Be The Glory” 
and “All the Way My Savior Leads Me.” A devout Methodist, Fanny 
also dedicated her life to service, donating time and money to fight 
poverty and homelessness in America. 
 

Through her work at the New York Institute for the Blind and her 
published poems and songs, Fanny became acquainted with a number of 
American presidents, including Martin Van Buren, John Tyler, and 
James K. Polk. President Polk invited Fanny to the White House in 
1847, where she gave “an impromptu recital.”  
 

She was especially close to President Grover Cleveland, who taught at 
the New York Institute for the Blind while she was a student; the two 
continued to correspond throughout Fanny’s life. In fact, on her eighty-
fifth birthday, Cleveland wrote: “As one proud to call you an old friend, 
I desire to be early in congratulating you on your long life of 
usefulness.” Fanny Crosby passed away in 1915, but her songs and 
poetry are a timeless reminder of her talent,  and how she overcame her 
adversity to become one of the world’s must famous hymn writers. 
 

Michael 
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  St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 
 

Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can continue to 
stay connected to our worship life together.  You will still be able to access 
the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website 
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be able to access the worship 
services in several different ways: 
 

Call in (audio only) 
This method ONLY works starting at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. To access this 
each Sunday, you can do the following: 
 

- at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays, call either 929-205-6099 or 312-626-6799 
(either number will work). 

                                                        
- You will then be (quickly and repeatedly) prompted to enter a meeting ID 
–  that ID is 997-401- 6614.  You will also have to put in a password, you 
will need to type in 123 here.                                        

 

- You will then be asked a participant ID. There is no need to enter a 
number. Simply hit # on your phone and you will be connected to the audio 
of the service. 
 

Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET 
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are 
multiple ways to access the video of the worship service. 
 

St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 

St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 

St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 
 

Thank You St. John’s 
 

St. John’s UCC Staff and Members, 
 
I wanted to give you all a huge thank you for my graduation gift!  And 
also for all of the things St. John’s has done for me in the past.  You all 
are family, and will always be. 
 
With Much Love, 
 
Brooke Albert 
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Thank You St. John’s 
 
I wanted to thank the congregation of St. John's UCC for their support of 
my ministry. I have received personal notes to office and at home and 
greatly appreciate the support. 
 
On Sunday, May 30th, we celebrated Trinity Sunday and took time to 
acknowledge Memorial Day. As part of the Service (and not shared with 
me), Jan Knepshield, President, came forward to acknowledge and thank 
me for my work with the congregation through the last 10 months. Part 
of that time was imparting of gifts. I wanted to let you know what those 
gifts were. There was a Bob Evan's gift card; a daily devotional for men; 
Philip Yancey's book, "Where Is God When It Hurts?";  a Man of God 
coffee mug and 2 Prayer Journals. The gift card and mug will get used 
first, the others will help me to continue on my path of 
understanding God in my life. 
 
Thank you again and Blessings on you all!  Pastor Marty 
 

Thank You Don Berkemeyer! 
 

We want to give a big thank you to Don Berkemeyer for his generous 
donation of our new and updated telephone system for the church.  When 
our telephone system went down in the month May, Don graciously 
donated the money to have a new system put in throughout the church.  
This was an improvement that was long overdue and 
needed.  Thank you again Don for your generosity! 

 
 
 

Thank You To Our Wonderful Volunteers! 
 

We want to give a big shout out and thank you to the following 
individuals who gave of  their time and effort to help out with the three 
receptions that were held here at St. John’s during the months of May 
and June.  We would like to thank Carol Fickenscher, Mike Hanson, 
David and Diana Stamm, Pat Goins, Janet Ginter, Jan and Darlene 
Knepshield, Ralph Schoulthies, Kyle Taylor and Kelli Taylor.   
 
Thank you again to everyone who helped out during these receptions! 
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Fellowship Time at St. John’s 
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Member Financial Statements 

Starting in 2021 St. John’s will now be sending out member financial 
statements two times a year.  You will receive your first financial 

statement in July and your second statement will be available in  
February.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 
(859) 431-1818. 

 

 

 

 

 
St. John’s Coffee and Fellowship Hour Has Returned 

 
Join us on Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. for the return of St. John’s 
coffee and fellowship hour before church.  Come on down to Fellowship 
Hall and enjoy a cup of coffee, a donut or two and some fellowship time 
with your friends here at St. John’s.  We hope to see you on Sunday 
morning! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday School and Nursery Program to Return in the Fall 

 
Beginning Sunday, September 12th St. John’s will be 
resuming Sunday School and the Nursery Program for 
the children in our congregation.  Look for more details 
in the September issue of the Visitor. 

 
 



 11 

 

 
Help Wanted 

 
If you are interested in working with kids and 

you want to make a lasting impact on their lives, we need you!  St. 
John’s is looking for several volunteers to teach our Sunday 
School Program.  If you could devote a Sunday or two we would 
love to hear from you.  Please contact the church office for more 
details. 

 

 
Newport East Row Annual Yard Sale  

 
The East Row District in the City of Newport will be having their 
annual yard sale on Saturday, July 10th from 9am to 3pm.  St. John’s 
will be participating in the yard sale by setting up a table to sell various 
items.  If you have any items that you would like to donate for the sale, 
you can drop them off at the church office.  If you would like to 
participate in the sale, the church lawn will be available for use.   
 
If anyone is available to help with the yard sale such as set-up, clean-up,  
helping to monitor St. John’s table of sale items, grilling hot dogs or 
passing out bottles of water, please call the church office to let us know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, July 10, 2021 from 9am – 3pm   
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
July Birthdays 
July 2nd:  Joan Sheanshang   
July 5th:  Makenzie Connley & Donna Hamilton 
July 9th:  Sheila Bogen 
July 10th:  Macy Morris 
July 11th:  Zachary Rice 
July 12th:  Phyllis VonStrohe 
July 14th:  Jimmy Penrod III 
July 18th:  Tony Albert 
July 19th:  Robert Walters 
July 22nd:  Joette Garman 
July 24th:  Brooke Bihl & Orlin Krentz 
July 26th:  Stacey Albert & Pat Goins 
July 27th:  Bertie Jo Tuerpe 
July 28th:  David Koenig 
July 29th:  Mark Hater 
July 30th:  Ronald Caudill 
July 31st:  Dan Goins 
 

July Anniversaries 
July 7th:  Amy & Matthew Greenert (9 years) 
July 17th:  Pam & Paul Schierberg (44 years) 
July 23rd:  Kelli & Scott Taylor (33 years) 
July 30th:  Terri & Troy Kramer (38 years) 

 
 

St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to 
our friends and family celebrating during the month of July! 
 

  

July Homebound Members of the Week 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the 
week for the month of July.  We appreciate and celebrate these 

individuals as our members of the week! 
 

July 4th:  Donna Hamilton-Birthday July 5th 
July 11th:  Bruce Stormer 
July 18th:  Orlin Krentz-Birthday July 24th 
July 25th:  Phil Hamilton 
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

August Birthdays 
August 2nd:  Fred Haas, Jr. & Mel Hanson 
August 3rd:  Tony Burns & Linda Meier 
August 6th:  Erma Deslongchamps 
August 9th:  Lisa Daniels 
August 10th:  Tara Connley & Brooks Morris 
August 13th:  Mike Boyers 
August 19th:  Betty Hasse 
August 20th:  Carol Peper & Judy Slater 
August 26th:  Katherine Daley 
 

August Anniversaries 
August 1st:  Sue & Tom Williams (68 years) 
August 5th:  Betty & Bob Hasse (60 years) 
August 12th:  Alison & Matthew Morris (15 years) 
August 19th:  Betty Jo & Fred Haas (60 years) 
August 23rd:  Donna & Phil Hamilton (52 years) 
August 23rd:  Peggy & John Westlund (62 years) 
August 25th:  Laura Haas & Jim Breyer (9 years) 
August 25th:  Darlene & Jan Knepshield (59 years) 
August 26th:  Stephani & Glenn Hughes (26 years) 
August 28th:  Kirstie & Brandon Rice (6 years) 
 
 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to 
our friends and family celebrating during the month of August! 
 
 

August Homebound Members of the Week 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the 
week for the month of August.  We appreciate and celebrate these 

individuals as our members of the week! 
 

August 1st:  Barbara Runge 
August 8th:  Henry Marksberry 
August 15th:  Betty Hasse-Birthday August 19th 
August 22nd:  Katherine Daley-Birthday August 26th 
August  29th:  Marjorie Fuldner-Birthday September 5th 


