Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2021

THOUGHTS OF PREPARATION
Jesus teaches but requires more of a listener. We are invited to join the
journey, wrestle with our assumptions, confront our spiritual bigotry and struggle
with the humbling mystery and profound profundity of God. — Otis Moss Jr.

Welcome
Prelude

“It Is Well With My Soul” (Arr. by David Schwoebel)
(Dobin

Park - Piano, Michael Sullivan - Organ)

Tower Bell
Call to Worship (Responsive)
In a world that too easily wounds and breaks,
we long for those who will heal and restore;
In a world that too easily divides and dissects,
we long for those who will unify and interweave;
In a world that too easily excludes and judges,
we long for those who will include and understand;
And in a world where your call, O God, can still be heard,
we long for the courage to answer, and to be the ones we long
for.
We come to worship this day, Lord, ready for You to lead us into this
life-changing, world -shaping reality,
and to offer our open-hearted praise! Amen.

*Responsive Prayer of Adoration & Confession
Creator God, we confess that at times we are skeptics. At times we doubt
that You exist because of the evil we have seen in the world, or the
circumstances and hurts in our own lives. Oppression, marginalization,
and plain hate still plague our world, and it is hard to see Your love and
light. Sometimes, even those who bear Your name do not walk in Your
ways.

Help us to see Your goodness in this world.
Help us to know Your love.
Fill us with Your love and goodness,
so that we might love one another,
and lift up one another in faith. Amen.
(Silence is kept)

Words of Assurance/Blessing
The psalmist (Psalm 27) says, “I am sure I shall see the goodness of our
God in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your
heart take courage; wait for the Lord!”
Know that you do not wait alone.
God has given us one another for this journey of faith, to help
one another.
Know that you do not wait alone;
Christ is with us.
Be encouraged, and encourage one another.
We will joyfully go and share the Good News. Amen.

*Gloria Patri

(Greatorex)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
Scripture Lesson

From the Hebrew Prophets: Jeremiah 23:1-6

23 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you
for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my

flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed,
nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is
our righteousness.”

Anthem

“O God Beyond All Praising” (Arr. by Dan Forrest)
O God beyond all praising, we worship You today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send
at blessings without number and mercies without end.
we lift our hearts before You and wait upon Your word,
we honor and adore You, our great and mighty Lord.
For we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send
at blessings without number and mercies without end.
For Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
and we through Him are given the final victory.
then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring
that we, we who know Your favor may serve you as our King
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless You still:
to marvel at Your beauty and glory in Your ways,
and make a joyful duty our song of praise.
Our sacrifice of praise.

Scripture Lesson From the New Testament “Letters:” Ephesians 2:14-22
14

For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the
law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both
groups to God in one body[a] through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility
through it.[b] 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone.[c] 21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together spiritually[d] into a
dwelling place for God.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Offertory Invitation
The Shepherd cares for us, providing all that we need in abundance.
The Shepherd calls us to love one another in truth and action.
May our gifts reflect our trust in the Shepherd’s care.
May our offerings show our willingness to love one another.
Offertory

“As the Deer”

(Arr. by Martin Nystrom)

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you.
For you alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you.

Scripture Lesson

From the Gospels: Mark 6:30-56

30

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to
eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all
the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things. 35 When it grew late, his disciples came to
him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now very late; 36 send them
away so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy
something for themselves to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them
something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go and buy two hundred
denarii[a] worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How
many loaves have you? Go and see.” When they had found out, they said, “Five,
and two fish.” 39 Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups
on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of
fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the
people; and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate and were
filled; 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the
fish. 44 Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.
45

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other
side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After saying farewell to them,
he went up on the mountain to pray.
47

When evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the
land. 48 When he saw that they were straining at the oars against an adverse wind,
he came towards them early in the morning, walking on the sea. He intended to
pass them by. 49 But when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a
ghost and cried out; 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 51 Then he got into
the boat with them and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for
they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

53

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and rushed
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard
he was. 56 And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick
in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his
cloak; and all who touched it were healed.

Sermon

“Holy Houses, Hard Hearts, Healthy Habits”
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher

Hymn #665

“Break Thou the Bread of Life”
(vs. 1 & 4)
(see next page)

(Bread of Life)

Benediction
Postlude

“Carillon”

(Gordon Young)

WORSHIP NOTES

Today’s Call to Worship is adapted from a prayer, “The Ones We Long
For, from John nan de Laar’s worship site Sacredise (sacredise.com). The
Confession and Words of Assurance/Blessing are adapted from Rev-olution (rev-o-lution.org). The Benediction was written by Cheryl Lawrie,
posted on [hold this space] (holdthisspace.org.au).

Today’s Worship Leaders:
Preaching Today: Rev. Barry Bordenkircher
Liturgist: Laura Haas
Organist: Michael Sullivan
Choral Director: Dobin Park
Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting
with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing.
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