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Le’Go of YOUR Lego! 
 
A FEW YEARS ago (OK, like 15!), the Ohio Conference of the United 
Church of Christ (now known as the Heartland Conference)  offered its 
congregations the chance to join “Flight School.” This was a two-year 
church renewal project that required a team of folks and their pastor to 
attend training seminars one whole Saturday a month…for eight 
months, then work with a church renewal “coach” for one to two years 
of follow-up. Yours truly helped plan and develop Flight School, and I 
served four congregations as their coach for a time (in addition to 
attending Flight School with a team from a previous parish).  
 

WE LEARNED a lot about church revitalization and renewal...what 
works, what might work, what does not work; but, of the all the things 
we learned and discussed, one that really stuck in my head and heart (and 
became a learning I will never forget) was what I will call the “Lego 
Principle.” 
 

I DO NOT remember where the “Lego Principle” came from—wish I 
could! Yet I remember that it was well-researched, and it seemed very 
TRUE. So let me offer the “Lego Principle” for our 
church’s consideration and pondering!  
 

PICTURE WHAT a Lego block (LB) looks like--I 
have always loved playing with them! Maybe you saw 
“The Art of the Brick” at the Museum Center when it 
was there a few years back. Personally, I recall endless 
hours with my son’s Lego sets over the years, 
sorting and playing with them—er, I mean him, lol! 
And now my grandsons too! :). There are so many 
kinds of Lego sets and pieces now that it is staggering!  
 
 
 

Continued on 
next page 
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YET ALL LB’s are basically the same, no matter their size and shape: 
they have a flat surface with one or more little pegs, to which you can 
connect one (or more) other LB’s. Using your imagination, you can 
create just about anything with the right amount and kind of LB’s!  For a 
truly amazing experience, Google “Lego church” sometime and look at 
the images that crop up! 
 

AS WE BEGIN (or at least muse about) planning our future at SJUCC, 
let’s compare a church with a LB; or more accurately, compare your 
own life as part of a faith community to a LB. Chances are, if you have 
been part of local church for any length of time, your own personal LB is 
full—there are no “open pegs.”  You have a set of family and friends to 
which you are connected, and which give purpose and meaning to your 
life...and to whom you give almost all your time and attention. Your 
congregational life is “built” upon these “blocks,” and all your “pegs” 
with which you can connect to others are used up. 
 

BUT WHAT IF you are a new person in a church? A visitor? Or a new 
member of an old, established church family? As a new person, you have 
some available pegs!!...maybe quite a few...and you WANT to be 
connected to others. Yet, it seems everyone around has a full block! 
There are few, if any, available pegs for you to get connected with other 
people! In short, the Lego Principle is why it is so hard for churches 
to add and assimilate new members.  Churches think they are 
friendly—and often are, to each other!…but when it comes to new folks, 
well….you get the point, right?  And in today’s “unchurchy” culture, 
when visitors are less and less frequent,  how much MORE important is 
it to understand the Lego Principle? 
 

CAN WE open up some our “pegs” for others? Can YOU? It takes a 
desire to do so. It takes intentionality—we have to WANT to be 
connected to new folks...visitors...strangers...people who might be 
different from us. We have to seek them out AND be willing to let them 
get connected to our LB in a meaningful, unforced, and lasting way. We 
have to be willing to make NEW friends, and nurture those relationships, 
just like our existing ones. 
 

 

Continued on 
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AS WE PONDER a prolonged but necessary season of vision 
discernment, think about giving a gift back to God for all that God has 
given to you: we can give God an open “peg” or two from our own life! 
If we do, we can trust God!—God will bless that gift! Someone new will 
benefit from your gift, as will the church...and even (perhaps especially!) 
yourself! So. Think about it, and see if you can “le’go of your Lego!” 

 
In Christ’s Love  –  Pastor Barry 
 

A Word of Thanks 
 

As our summer music season comes to a close,  I would like to thank all 
of the talented musicians who provided us with beautiful and 
inspirational music this summer.   
 
Thanks to Jean Nutgrass and Katheryn Jones for their beautiful solos and 
duets.  Thanks also to Aaron McKone , Chuck Hawkins and Jisoo Bae 
for their beautiful solos.  Thanks to  oboist Yo Shionoya and flautist 
Kendra Abner,  along with cellist Amy Golden for  sharing their 
talents.  Also thanks to violinist Lilyanne and  flautist Isabella 
Thoroumen for blessing us in worship.  And thanks to cellist Soyoon 
Park and flautist Youbeen Cho for their beautiful playing. And great 
thanks to my colleague Dobin Park for his beautiful accompaniments, 
solos, and for his help in planning and recruiting all of our summer 
musicians, as well as joining with me for some beautiful  piano and 
organ duets.   
 
If you have been with us for most of the summer, you will agree  that we 
have had  outstanding performers who have shared their talents with us 
in order to glorify God through their music. Our heartfelt thanks to  all 
of you!!! 
 
-Blessings, Michael 

 
 

Next Visitor Deadline:  Thursday, September 23, 2021  
 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please 
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 

You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill 
out the appropriate form. 
 

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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     HEARTLAND  CONFERENCE 
     UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
  N. KENTUCKY, OHIO, W. VIRGINIA 
 
 

 
A PASTORAL LETTER REGARDING WORSHIP & 

COMMUNITY PRACTICE FROM THE HEARTLAND 
CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP ROUNDTABLE 

August 24, 2021  
 

  Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
          As we write to you the longed-for horizon marking the end of 
COVID continues to feel distant. As you know, the Delta variant is 
causing a daily rise in reported cases and our hospitals are again being 
stretched to their maximum capacity to care for those who are ill. The 
weariness continues as we wonder, “How long will this go on?” Of 
course, there are no easy answers to this question. There are some simple 
and important strategies, however, that continue to show promise as ways 
to shorten Delta’s deadly detour away from full recovery.   
 
            In some ways these practices are nothing new, but we felt it 
would be helpful to name them again as the Delta variant demands 
ongoing intentionality of practice to mitigate Delta’s deadly impact.  We 
remind you of them here: 
 
·       Doctors widely urge that all who can get vaccinated should get 
vaccinated.  This has been shown to significantly lower the impact of the 
Delta variant.  Those without vaccination are at a much higher risk of 
COVID contraction and death.  While those who have been vaccinated 
may still get the Delta variant, its impact is lessened, and death is much 
less likely.  
 
·       Wearing masks for indoor gatherings continues to be an 
important practice to mitigate the spread of COVID.  Wearing masks 
outdoors is also recommended when socializing with people outside of 
your immediate bubble (household) if social distancing of at least 6 feet 
is not consistently maintained.   
 
·       Six feet of physical distance is still the ideal when groups gather in
-person who are not part of your regular daily social 
bubble.  Continued on 

next page 
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 ·       Regular hand washing (for at least 20 seconds) and not 
touching one’s mouth, eyes or nose is an important practice to prevent 
the virus from entering one’s body.   
 
 
We recognize that each congregation has unique circumstances when it 
comes to sanctuary size and how the Delta variant of COVID is moving 
through any given community.  This means that local discernment will 
continue to be a vital part of your congregation’s considerations 
regarding practice of in-person gathering.  All of the resources we have 
shared in prior letters can be accessed by going to the Heartland 
Conference COVID 19 resources page by clicking here.  
 
 Please know that we understand and feel the weariness which this long 
season has created.  Also know that each of our settings has made the 
decision that fall gatherings of the Associations and the Conference 
will all be virtual (including the Conference Annual Gathering, previous 
announced as in-person or online).  While such decisions are never easy 
to make, we feel they are in the best interest of the health and care of all 
concerned.  Also know that we hold you in our prayers and are glad to 
offer support in worship leadership or for conversation as that may be 
helpful.    
 
Blessings on you! 
 
The Heartland Conference Leadership Roundtable Members:  David 
Long-Higgins (Transitional Conference Minister), Daniel Busch 
(Northwest Association Minister), Patricia Battle (Central Southeast 
Association Minister), Nayiri Karjian (Living Water One General 
Minister), and Carl Robinson (Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky 
Association Designated Minister)  
 

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday Services 
  

Did you miss a Sunday service or would like to hear one over again?  
You can get a CD audio recording of any service each week down on the 
table located at the North Lobby entrance.  The recordings are separated 
by date so just look for the service you want to hear and take one home.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z-tt4opEP-WseruK19J0and6ld1gynETkphZcw7Bc3kW0nAbsgTue-iimH1fmb0A480c8huLbnJ7RCxPJXiEUJ83WDcwY0A0g2tnQ3Wt4KDKrtQgjP2UdGYiIKeAu_703Ag0yurWJyYx_QfAvXNyXo-EGGDqFaWU5KssGHRlSUtz5t44GX7LcQ==&c=cn--7qTaxsQw_ktxNnpK_etZph7yglRlyrfg0ENM
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UCC MISSION PRIORITY BOARD OVERVIEW 
The Mission Priority Board (MPB) of the United Church of Christ supports 
local mission partners in the Greater Metropolitan Cincinnati and Northern 
Kentucky area.  MPB allows UCC churches to collaborate around issues and 
organizations that are prophetic and pastoral. Collaborative fundraising and 
church giving benefits direct service hunger and homelessness ministries, inter-
faith advocacy and youth efforts, affirming ministries, and UCC service 
providers. 
 

MPB has been in existence for more than 40 years.  In 2019, the MPB received 
its support from more than 12 churches throughout Cincinnati and Northern 
Kentucky.   
 

MPB not only supports the mission partners financially, but it also supplies 
volunteers at the sites and leadership on the boards of several of these partners.  
Washington UCC and Truth and Destiny UCC are denominational recipients.  
Other organizations include Churches Active In Northside (CAIN), Echo of 
Northern Kentucky, Christ’s Community in College Hill, the Metropolitan 
Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati (MARCC), Kids4Peace, The greater 
Cincinnati Festival of Faiths, and the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).  
MPB also has supported the Fairmount Day Center, Bethany House, the 
Council of Christian Communions, the Interfaith Business Builders, 
Illumination UCC of Northern Kentucky, and various other groups through the 
years.  
 

Every UCC congregation makes a difference in local meaningful ways. Joining 
together provides an opportunity to be a united prophetic, pastoral and 
universal witness.  Our collaboration as part of the Mission Priority Board has 
made annual gifts totaling $10,000 - $12,000.  
 

Cooperative fundraising allows an even greater impact for participating 
individuals and congregations, as well as connecting us to our larger 
community. Typically, the Cluster 2 Choir Fest is a major source of funds and 
the Board is looking at options for 2021. 
 

Also, in 2021, a funding request recommendation form is in place so churches 
can make suggestions for funding for both church and community outreach 
efforts.  
 

The Board meets quarterly and is comprised of members of supporting 
congregations. 
 

2020-21 Mission Priority Board members:  
  

Dan Weyand-Geise, chairperson              Barry Bordenkircher  
Joan Allen, treasurer                                 MiMi Chamberlin 
Jim Hill, secretary                                     Walter “Bud” McMurray, ex-officio 
Ruth Beck                                                  (rev. 11.2020 
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Fundraiser for the Mission Priority Board 
 

Join Pastor Barry and others for an evening of good fun, good brew, 
and good support for the work of serving others on September 20th 
at West Side Brewery in Cincinnati! 

See previous page for information on MPB 
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We Need Cookies  
 

On Sunday, September 12th as part of our 
Blessing of the Backpacks, we will be hav-
ing a cookies and lemonade reception at the 
side of the church. We are asking if any of our 
members could drop off some cookies on 
Thursday or Friday by 1:00 pm or just drop 
them off on Sunday morning. Please plan to 
join us after church on the 12th to have a 
glass of lemonade and a cookie.  
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Prayer Ministry 
 

While praying one day, a woman asked, “Who are you God?”  He an-
swered, “ I AM.”  “But who is I AM?” she asked.  He replied,  

“I AM  love.   
I AM peace.   
I AM grace.  
 I AM joy.  

 I AM strength. 
  I AM safety.  
 I AM shelter. 
  I AM power.  

 I AM the Creator.  
 I AM the Comforter.  

 I AM the Way,  
the Truth. And the Light.” 

  With tears in her eyes, she looked toward heaven and said, “Now I  
understand.  But who am I?”  God tenderly wiped her tears from her 

eyes and whispered, “You are mine.” 
 
 

Updated Phone Menus  
 
The next time you call St. John’s you may notice a new message that 
greets you.  Our new phone system now has a greeting for visitors and 
members who want to know about the church.  The menu also has direct 
access to members of our staff in case you need to talk to them about 
something.  The menu will be listed as follows: 
 
1: Hours of operation and location  
2: Worship information 
3: Office administrator, Kelli Taylor 
4: Pastor Barry Bordenkircher  
5: Director of Music, Michael Sullivan  
6: Associate Director of Music, Dobin Park 
7: Financial Administrator, Chris Baker 
 
Also please note if a member of the staff needs to transfer your call or 
place you on hold music will start playing and this is normal.  It means 
someone will be right back with you.  If there are any questions please 
call the church office and listen to the message and talk to Kelli if any 
issues arise with this.  We hope you enjoy this new service!  
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  St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 
 

Beginning September 1, 2021 St. John’s will no longer be offering the  
call in audio only feature with our online services due to a lack of 
interest.  You will still be able to view your service each Sunday or any 
other day of the week through our church website, Facebook or 
YouTube Channel.  This is only a change to the audio only service.  

 
  St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 

 
Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can continue to 
stay connected to our worship life together.  You will still be able to access 
the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website 
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be able to access the worship 
services in several different ways: 
 

Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET 
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are 
multiple ways to access the video of the worship 
service. 
 

St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 

St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 

St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 

 
Fundraising Campaign for the Air Conditioning System 

 
As many of you know from earlier this summer when we did not have 
air conditioning on Sunday morning, our air conditioning system is 
reaching its maximum age limit.  EDI, our HVAC service technicians 
have told us that the system has around 3-5 years left of use (maybe less, 
this is an estimate).  We are going to start a fundraising campaign to help 
raise funds to replace the system in the future.  If you have any extra 
money that you would like to donate to this worthy cause, mark your 
check or envelope for the air conditioning fund.  This way it will be 
credited to the appropriate account.  Thank you for all of your help in 
this endeavor. 



 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

RiverFest Firework’s Parking  
 

It’s that time of the year when summer comes to a close and Cincinnati 
celebrates with one of the largest fireworks shows of the year, 
RiverFest.  Just like previous years, St. John's will be using the parking 
lot for this event as a fundraiser for the Illumination Youth 
Ministries.  As a dedicated member and friend of St. John's, you get 
early access to reserve your spot for the Sunday, 
September 5th event.  Just call or email the 
office by Friday, September 3, 2021 and send in 
$20.00 and a spot will be saved for you.  We 
hope you can attend this joyous event while 
helping the youth of our churches. 
 
 

Happy Retirement Donnie 
 

We want to wish Donnie Carr a happy retirement as he leaves St. John’s 
after 15 years of service.  Donnie’s last day of work was Monday, 
August 30th.  Many of you may not know Donnie to see him but for 15 
years he has been keeping our building sparkling clean.  Any job that we 
needed done around St. John’s, Donnie was always there to lend a hand. 
 
We wish Donnie a happy retirement as he plans to relax and do things 
around the house and yard work.   
 
We will miss you Donnie but we know you will be back to visit us. 
 
Please plan to attend church on Sunday, September 19th as we honor 
Donnie for all of his hard work through the years.  We will have a 
reception with punch and cookies after the service as we celebrate 
Donnie’s retirement.   Congratulations Donnie!! 
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Member Financial Statements 

Starting in 2021 St. John’s will now be sending out financial statements 
to members two times a year.  You will receive your first financial 
statement in July or August and your second statement will be available 

in February.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office 
at (859) 431-1818.   

The first statements were mailed out on Friday, August 6, 2021.  If you 
did not receive a statement and feel that you should have, please contact 
Chris Baker our financial administrator at 

Financialadmin@stjohnsuccnewport.org or the church office. 

 

 

 

Sunday School and Nursery Program to Return in the Fall 
 
Beginning Sunday, September 12th St. John’s will be 
resuming Sunday School and the Nursery Program for 
the children in our congregation. Plans are still 
developing; classes may occur once or twice monthly, 
watch for details.   

 
Help Wanted 

 
If you are interested in working with kids and you 
want to make a lasting impact on their lives, we 

need you!  St. John’s is looking for several volunteers to teach our 
Sunday School Program.  If you could devote a Sunday or two we would 
love to hear from you.  Please contact the church office for more details. 

 
 

Thank You St. John’s 
 

Thank you for the wonderful luncheon that was prepared for our 
mother’s memorial service.  All of your hard work was appreciated.  
Please accept this donation in honor of Ruby 
Niehaus’ memory. 
 
The Family of Ruby Niehaus 
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Thank You St. John’s 
 
To My St. John’s Family, 
Thank you for the cards and prayers sent my way while I have been 
recovering from hip surgery.  Also a big thank you to Pastor Barry for 
coming to the hospital and praying with me before my 
surgery.   I am so thankful to have St. John’s in my life. 
 
Blessings, 
Darlene Knepshield 

 
 Thank You St. John’s 

 
Thank you for the graduation gifts!  I am so grateful for 
everyone’s love and support. 
 
Hayden Stamm 
Class of 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

 Welcome Baby Paine 
 

Congratulations to the Schofield family on the birth of 
Paxton Dominic Paine.  Paxton was born on Saturday, March 
13, 2021 and weighed 7.7 lbs.  Karen Schofield is the proud 

grandmother.  Congratulations to everyone! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Baby Bordenkircher 
 

Congratulations to Stephen and Kimberly Bordenkircher on 
the birth of their daughter Lyra Faye.  Lyra was born on 

Sunday, July 18, 2021.  She joins her big brother Orion and 
the proud grandparents are Barry and Cheryl Bordenkircher.  

Congratulations to everyone! 
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Updating the 2022 Church Directory 
 

It’s that time of year again and the church office will begin the process of 
updating our church directory.  You will only need to complete a new form if 
you updated or changed any information in the past year (ex. new telephone 
number, cancellation of landline, change of email address etc.).  Thank you for 
your help with this endeavor.   
 
 

Family Name & Children 17 years and under:___________________  

__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

Adult 1____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ______________________________________________ 

Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address:_____________________________________________  

Birthday:  We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us 
to enter the year you were born. 

__________________________________________________________ 

Anniversary: ______________________________________________ 

 
Adult 2____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ______________________________________________ 

Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________ 

Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us to 

enter the year you were born. 

__________________________________________________________  

Anniversary: ______________________________________________ 

 

                               



 15 

 

 Home Communion Update 
 
I would like to give a special “thank you” to Pastor Barry for assisting 
me in the serving of “in person” home communion during the month of 
August.  My Home Communion partner, Joan Berkemeyer was unable to 
participate due to a recent health issue.  When I asked Pastor Barry if he 
would like to help serve home communion with me and meet some of 
the church people who are home bound and unable to attend in person 
worship, he was happy to assist.  As August was the first time since the 
pandemic shutdown that we could do one-on-one communion and to 
have the new Pastor there to meet the people it was a twofold blessing.  
Pastor Barry and I visited and served communion to seven people.  Each 
one of them was delighted by this opportunity to meet the new Pastor 
and I personally was pleased that everything worked out so well.  It was 
a special experience for everyone.  So “thanks” again Pastor Barry.  
Hopefully Joan will be back and able to return to serving the home 
communion in September. 
 
Carol Haas 
Communion Server 
 
 
 
 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion for 

Homebound Members 
 

The invitation to participate in Holy Communion is available to members 
who are unable to attend church to receive the sacraments.  Jesus said 
“Come to this sacred table not because you must, but because you may.  
Come not because you are fulfilled, but because in your emptiness you 
stand in need of God’s mercy and assurance.  Come not to express an 
opinion, but to seek a presence and to pray for a spirit.  Come to this table, 
then, as you are.”  If you would like to have Holy Communion delivered to 
you by our Home Communion Teams, please notify the office 
at 859-431-1818.  If you feel the need to be a communion 
server you are welcome to join the teams.  Communion is 
served monthly to those not able to worship with us on 
Communion Sunday. 



 16 

 

September Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
September Birthdays 
September 4th:  Cole Coppage   
September 8th:  Jill Boyers, Camden Burns & Vickie Kennedy 
September 10th:  Roger Haas 
September 12th:  Tyler Albert & Kim Rash 
September 19th:  Darlene Dawson & Sally Walters 
September 21st:  Josephine Fussinger 
September 22nd:  Steve Dawson 
September 24th:  Matthew Morris 
September 26th:  Charles Crapser 
September 27th:  Troy Kramer 
September 28th:  Sheila Witte 
September 30th:  Wanda Quinn 
 

SeptemberAnniversaries 
September 9th:  Lisa & Keith Daniels  (32 years) 
September 10th:  Judy & Bob Slater (61 years) 
September 18th:  Nancy & David Brinkman (39 years) 
September 18th:  Jenny & Shawn Williams (17 years) 

 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to 
our friends and family celebrating during the month of September! 
 

September Homebound Members of the Week 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the 
week for the month of September.  We appreciate and celebrate these 

individuals as our members of the week! 
 

September 5th:   Robert Hasse 
September 12th:  Pam Maloney 
September 19th:  Bette Kendrick 
September 26th:  Beverly Bill-Birthday October 7th 

 
In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  

 
Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Diane Wendeln 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
                                                                               continued on next page 


