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Spirituality In Apocalyptic Times 
 

Overheard recently (in and around our church): We’re in real 
trouble. Our country is falling apart. Everything’s going to hell in a 
handbasket. I’m not sure what the future holds. Nothing is normal 
anymore! It didn’t used to be this way. Things have really changed…
etc…etc…etc. 

 
What about YOU?  Are YOU worried about the future? Are YOU 

anxious about what lies ahead…for yourself, your family, our 
church, our nation…the whole world? Do YOU think we’re living 
through “the end times”…facing the Apocalypse?  

 
Without a doubt, I believe we are—these are most definitely 

“apocalyptic” times! And that’s a GOOD thing! It is a very necessary 
and long overdue reality.  

 
Now, before you totally freak out, let me explain! Let’s look at 

what “apocalypse” really means, because its meaning is just about 
totally the OPPOSITE of what most people think. It has NOTHING 
to do with some kind of cataclysmic, world-ending battle, or some 
“end times” catastrophe that destroys the world…with all the “good” 
people “raptured” away into paradise while all the “bad” people 
(most of humanity) are “left behind” and subjected to horrible 
tribulation and suffering.  

 
And in case I am not being clear: the so-called “theology” of the 

so-called Rapture—a 19th century, completely unbiblical invention 
which has SADLY captured so much of the Christian world—is a  
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total FICTION. To be even more clear, ALL notions of the Rapture 
are a great big stinking heap of theological…garbage (I wanted to 
use a different 4-letter word there!). True, it has made many writers 
and some actors a ton of money; but if you are a believer in any kind 
of Rapture theology, you (along with at least 2/3 or more of all 
Christians around the globe) have unfortunately been…duped. Which 
is why we need a REAL apocalypse! 

  
So…what does “apocalypse” mean?  I turn to Fr. Richard Rohr 

for some much-needed insight:  I’m convinced we are living in such 
a time [an apocalypse]—when reality is being revealed as it is. 
Systems of evil have become both more brazen and banal, our sense 
of “normal” has been upended, and yet in the midst of it, God 
continues to invite us to deeper transformation. A few weeks into the 
pandemic, some people even began to use the word “apocalyptic” to 
describe what was taking place. Often, this word is used to 
scare people into some kind of fearful, exclusive, or reactionary 
behavior, all in expectation of the “end times.” But the word 
“apocalyptic,” from the Greek apokálupsis, really just means 
“unveiling”… It was never meant to be a synonym for bad news!  
Apocalyptic literature “pulls back the curtain” to reveal what is real, 
what is true, and what is lasting. It’s never what we think it is!...It 
shocks us out of what we take for granted as normal so that we can 
redefine normal. It uses hyperbolic language and images, such as 
“stars falling from the sky” and “the moon turning to blood” to help 
us recognize that we’re not in my home state of Kansas anymore. It’s 
not that it’s the end of the world, but it helps us imagine the end of 
“our world” as we know it.  That doesn’t mean life doesn’t go on, 
but that our lives won’t go on the way we thought they would, could, 
and even should. It allows us to see that what we thought was 
necessary and inevitable, simply isn’t…When things are “unveiled,” 
we stop taking things for granted. That’s what major events like the 
COVID-19 pandemic do for us. They reframe reality in a radical way 
and offer us an invitation to greater depth and breadth. If we trust the 
universal pattern, the wisdom of all times and all places, including 
the creation and evolution of the cosmos itself, we know that an 
ending is also the place for a new beginning. Death is followed by a 
new kind of life. 

 
Hmmm. I think I hear a little bit of Jesus in that...don’t you? I 

hear a little bit about a sacred cycle of life-death-resurrection...a 
little bit of a cosmic ongoing Easter story. Or as some (including Fr. 
Rohr) have said, our own lives (indeed, all of LIFE) “unveils” a  
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PATTERN of order/disorder/reorder. Evolution drives the cosmos; 
change is inevitable. And change can be—or at least usually 
FEELS—traumatic!  Maybe that’s why we fear change! 

 
BUT…we are NEVER left alone in our struggles, failures, 

and suffering, no matter the cause. As tough as it can be to endure, 
change is normal and natural…it is BUILT INTO the cosmos and 
into our lives. And in the midst of the resulting fear, anxiety, and 
uncertainty caused by ALL of our life changes (especially the “big” 
ones), God is ALWAYS at work—especially IN and THROUGH 
pain and suffering (and our worry and anxiety) to bring hope, 
rebirth, new realities, along with stronger, more mature people, and 
deeper, more trusting faith! God is not sitting up on some heavenly 
throne “outside” or “above” creation, where “he” is judging the evil 
world and hurling lightning bolts at us because we are “bad” (that 
makes for good cartoons and best-selling novels and movies, but it 
also makes for a weak and fear-filled kind of faith). No. God dwells 
WITHIN us—and we dwell within God: “For in God we live and 
move and have our being” (Paul, Acts.17.28). 

 
Fr. Rohr again: The goodness of God fills all the gaps of the 

universe, without discrimination or preference. God is the 
gratuity of absolutely everything. God is the “Goodness Glue,” the 
love that holds the dark and light of things together, the free energy 
that carries all death across the Great Divide and transmutes it into 
Life. Grace is what God does to keep all things God has made in 
love and alive—forever. Grace is not something God gives; grace 
is who God is. If we are to believe the primary witnesses, an 
unexplainable goodness is at work in the universe…Death is not 
just our one physical dying, but it is going to the full depth, 
hitting the bottom, going the distance, beyond where I am in 
control, and always beyond where I am now. We all die 
eventually; we have no choice in the matter. But there are degrees of 
death before the final physical one. If we are honest, we 
acknowledge that we are dying throughout our life, and this is what 
we learn if we are attentive: grace is found at the depths and in 
the death of everything. After these smaller deaths, we know that 
the only “deadly sin” is to swim on the surface of things, where we 
never see, find, or desire God or love. This includes even the surface 
of religion, which might be the worst danger of all. Thus, we must 
not be afraid of falling, failing, going “down.” 
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This is deep stuff…but it is foundational for our spiritual 
maturity. Christians should not be afraid of any kind of 
“dying”  (small, big, or final), or suffering, or trials and tribulation. 
Mature faith knows—and trusts—that the hard times and dark times 
are apocalyptic…and REDEMPTIVE!  

 
        And the only way we get to this kind of trust and spiritual 

maturity is through ongoing, lifelong spiritual GROWTH…through 
practicing regular spiritual disciplines/contemplative prayer. So, as 
our fall Sunday series on spiritual disciplines unfolds, I hope and 
PRAY you will find at least one or two new disciplines that will 
help you go “deeper,” and “unveil” the DEPTH and BREADTH of 
God’s love for you and for all creation! May you come to 
understand “rapture” as divine ecstasy, delight, and JOY…in 
YOU…always…and forever. And may the disciplines help you 
LIVE this truth. 

 
SHALOM — Pastor Barry 

 
[PS: I HIGHLY recommend Fr. Rohr’s “Daily Meditations” to you, 
which you can get delivered directly to your email every day by 
subscribing here: cac.org/category/daily-meditations/  -- the whole 
theme for this year is “A Time of Unveiling” (cac.org/2021-daily-
meditations/). These devotions will stretch and challenge you…and 
also feed you and bless you deeply!  Further, you can go back any 
time to any day’s devotion, or even start at the very beginning of the 
year and “catch up” with past devotions…which I also 
recommend!] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, October 10th is Pastor Appreciation Day. 

Take a moment and let Pastor Barry know how much we appreciate all 
that he has done for us and St. John’s. 
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 The story of "Now Thank We All Our God" 

 
 
Even though we are going through some difficult times in our lives right 
now,  it is good to remember that good people all through history have 
gone through and endured tough times. 
Even though difficult times often seem to rob us of our joy,  we must 
always remember to thank God in all circumstances for what He has 
done for us. 
 
"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us." Romans 8:35, 37 
 
"Now Thank We All Our God" is one of the great hymns  that remind us 
of this scripture every time we sing it. Upon hearing the hymn, one 
would never realize that this hymn of praise was written during times of 
tragic experiences. From some of the most severe human hardships 
imaginable during the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) came this stately 
hymn, often called the national hymn of Germany because it has been 
sung on so many occasions of national rejoicing. 

 
Martin Rinkart, born on April 23, 1586, in Eilenberg, Saxony, Germany, 
was the son of a poor coppersmith. He was for a time a boy chorister in 
the famous St. Thomas Church of Leipzig, Germany, where J. S. Bach 
was later musical director. There Rinkart worked his way through the 
University of Leipzig and was ordained to the ministry of the Lutheran 
Church. At the age of thirty-one he was called to be the pastor in his 
native town of Eilenberg. He arrived there just when the dreadful 
bloodshed was starting. Because Eilenberg was a walled city, it became 
a frightfully overcrowded refuge for political and military fugitives from 
far and near. Throughout these war years several waves of deadly 
pestilence and famine swept the city as the various armies marched 
through the town, leaving death and destruction in their wake. The 
Rinkart home served as a refuge for the afflicted victims, even though it 
is said that Martin Rinkart often had difficulty in providing food and 
clothing for his own family. The plague of 1637 was particularly severe. 
At its height Rinkart was the only remaining minister, often conducting 
as many as forty to fifty funeral services daily. Yet, amazingly enough, 
during this time he wrote a total of sixty-six hymns. 
                         continued on next page 
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During the closing years of the war Eilenberg was overrun by invading 
armies on three different occasions, once by the Austrian army and twice 
by the Swedish army. During one of the occupations by the Swedish 
army, there came the demand that a large tribute payment be made by 
these already impoverished people. Rinkart interceded with the leaders 
of the army with such purpose, supported by the prayers of his people, 
that the tribute demand was finally reduced to a much smaller amount. It 
is said that when the Swedish commander would not at first consider 
Rinkart's request for a lowering of the levy, the pastor turned to his 
humble parishioners and said, "Come, my children, we can find no 
mercy with man; let us take refuge with God." On his knees Rinkart led 
his parishioners in prayer and in the singing of a familiar hymn. This 
demonstration of spiritual fervency so moved the Swedish commander 
that he reconsidered and finally lowered the demands of the tribute 
payment. 
  
Germany is the home of Protestant church music, and no hymn, with the 
exception of Luther's "A Mighty Fortress is Our God", has been used 
more widely in German churches than has this hymn. The fine English 
translation by Catherine Winkworth in 1858 has made it popular in the 
English-speaking countries as well as in Germany.  
 
The majestic tune for this hymn was written by one of Germany's finest 
and most prolific composers, Johann Criiger. 
 
  The first stanza of this hymn is a general expression of gratitude to God 
for His "countless gifts of Love. " The second verse is a petition for 
God's continued care and keeping, with perhaps just a suggested hint of 
Rinkart's own personal hardships, "Guide us when perplexed, and free us 
from all ills. . . . " The final stanza is a grand doxology of praise to the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit-- "the one eternal God." 
 
I hope this brings a new and fresh meaning to this hymn as we sing it 
during the Thanksgiving season. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Michael 
 
 
 
 
                        continued on next page 
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  St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 
 

Can’t come to church?  Below are the various ways that you can continue to 
stay connected to our worship life together.  You will still be able to access 
the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website 
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org).  You will be able to access the worship 
services in several different ways: 
 

Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET 
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are 
multiple ways to access the video of the worship service. 
 

St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 

St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 

St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 
 

Comments From Our Online Worshippers 
 

Your beautiful sanctuary, encouraging /inspiring messages and 
exceptional music are weekly online blessings.   
 

I wish to comment on the awesome pianist who is incredibly talented 
with an amazing ability to express the music and capture its ambiance to 
perfection.  When the organ and piano play together, it is a 
heavenly moment of joy -N- peace.   
 

May you continue to minister to many in this "age of technology" as 
well as locally.   
 

Mrs. Barbara Thompson 
Metamora, IL  61548-0890 
 

Next Visitor Deadline:  Tuesday, October 26, 2021  
 
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please 
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 

You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and 
fill out the appropriate form. 
 

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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A Thank You Note From Joan Berkemeyer 
 
St. John’s Friends, 
 
Thank you for your prayers and greeting cards while I was in the 
hospital for 24 days and the nursing home for 45 days.  Your 
thoughtfulness helped me to endure the left leg tibia 
fracture and to learn how to walk again. 
 
God Bless Everyone, 
 
Joan Berkemeyer 

 
 

A Thank You Note from Bob & Sally Walters 
 
Dear Members of St. John’s, 
 
Thank you so much for the cards and prayers sent to us during our recent 
health issues. We want to especially thank the Prayer Ministry for the 
beautiful and comforting prayer shawls, Jan and Darlene for the flowers, 
Pastor Barry for his visits, and Michael and Dobin for sending us 
recordings of each Sunday’s music. We are truly blessed to belong to 
such a caring church family. 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Bob and Sally Walters  

 
 

Prayer Ministry 
 

Did you ever consider that God has fallen in love 
with you? 

He sends you flowers every spring. 
He sends you sunshine every morning. 

Whenever you want to talk, he listens to you. 
He can live anywhere in the universe, but he chose 

you, your heart. 
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Updating the 2022 Church Directory 
 

It’s that time of year again and the church office will begin the process of 
updating our church directory.  You will only need to complete a new form if 
you updated or changed any information in the past year (ex. new telephone 
number, cancellation of landline, change of email address etc.).  Thank you for 
your help with this endeavor.   
 
 

Family Name & Children 17 years and under:___________________  

__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

Adult 1____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ______________________________________________ 

Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address:_____________________________________________  

Birthday:  We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us 
to enter the year you were born. 

__________________________________________________________ 

Anniversary: ______________________________________________ 

 
Adult 2____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ______________________________________________ 

Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________ 

Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us to 

enter the year you were born. 

__________________________________________________________  

Anniversary: ______________________________________________ 
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
October Birthdays 
October 2nd:  Brooke Albert   
October 3rd:  Barbara Coppage & David Stamm 
October 4th:  Peggy Westlund 
October 5th:  Jeri McLane 
October 7th:  Paul Bergmann & Beverly Bill 
October 8th:  Joyce Bauer 
October 9th:  Joan Berkemeyer 
October 11th:  Barbara Crapser 
October 17th:  McKenzie Williams 
October 18th:  Shirley Suggs 
October 21st:  Lauren Burns & Linda Chism 
October 24th:  Ed Von Strohe 
October 25th:  Stephanie Brinkman 
October 26th:  Paige Barber  
October 27th:  Frank Kreutzer & Carol Thompson 
October 28th:  Jim Thompson 

 
OctoberAnniversaries 
October 4th:  Don & Mary Haas  (68 years) 
October 9th:  Charles & Mary Crapser  (49 years) 
October 10th:  Jim & Christine Schwalbach (22 years) 
October 23rd:  Steve & Darlene Dawson (49 years)  
 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to 
our friends and family celebrating during the month of October! 
 

 

October Homebound Members of the Week 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the 
week for the month of October.  We appreciate and celebrate these 

individuals as our members of the week! 
 

October 3rd:  Beverly Bill-Birthday 10/07    
October 10th: Walt Dauzenberg 
October 17th:  Judy Adams 
October 26th:  Norma Biery– Birthday 11/08 
October 31st:  Carol Marksberry 
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  
 
Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
 
General Fund 
In Loving Memory of Carol ~ Dan Riddle 
In Loving Memory of Helen Berkemeyer ~ Joan Berkemeyer 
 
 

Music Fund 

In Loving Memory of Martha Malone ~  Bonnie Hoffmann 
In Loving Memory of Martha Malone ~  Sally Franzen 
In Loving Memory of Martha Malone ~  Barbara Runge 
In Loving Memory of Martha Malone ~  Robert & Betty Hasse 
                                                                                 
Air Conditioning Fund 
In Loving Memory of Gary Strobel ~ Bonnie Hoffmann 
 
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund 
In Loving Memory of Martha Malone ~  Judy Adams 
 
 

Puzzles for Kids & Kids at Heart 
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Quote of the Day 
 

I learned the lesson that great men cultivate love, and that only 
little men cherish a spirit of hatred  

 
                                                Booker T. Washington 

 
Upcoming Church Business Meetings 

 

Leadership Team Meeting:  
 

Saturday, October 9, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall  
 

 
Upcoming Church Events  

 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. All Saints Sunday 
 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 at  3:00 p.m. Installation Service for 
Pastor Barry Bordenkircher  
(St. John’s Sanctuary--reception to follow in Fellowship Hall)  
 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Stewardship Sunday  

 

 

St John’s Prayer Ministry October 2021  
                                 Prayers for Members                                                                                                           

      Don Berkemeyer              Carol Marksberry    

                  Cheryl Bordenkircher             Henry Marksberry  
                  Dan Grey                               Bill Seibert            
                  FloGrey                                 Bonnie Walter  
                  Betty Jo Haas                        Sally Walters    
                  Joanna Haas                          John Westlund  
          Marilyn Hanson        Peggy Westlund  
        Marilyn Humphrey                                 
                  
                                               

                   
                         Prayers for Homebound Members  
            Robert & Betty Hasse   Bruce Stormer   Betty Webster  

             Phil & Donna Hamilton 

 
                 

 


