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A Message from Rev. Barry Bordenkircher

In-Car-Nation
“The average American spends 18 days driving per year, with an
average of eight hours and 22 minutes per week, a OnePoll study
conducted on behalf of Cooper Tire found. The survey polled 2,000
American car owners to learn how much time they spend
driving…” (The Car Connection, 4/27/19)
I dunno, but that sounds low to me! I guess because I now drive daily
through downtown Cincinnati from North College Hill to get to the
church (a 25-mile round trip commute), it seems like I spend a LOT of
time in the car…my commute used to be 8/10 of a mile! And
undoubtedly, for people who do lots of driving for a living, those
numbers skyrocket. But be that as it may, who can doubt that we LOVE
our cars!? The same poll mentioned above discovered some surprising
(well, maybe not so surprising!) things about we Americans and our
vehicles…
• Nearly half (45 percent) said they've cried when parting ways with a
particular car.
• 15 percent said they would rather break a bone than have their car
breakdown.
• Another 21 percent said they'd spend a night in jail rather than see
their car be totaled.
• And 13 percent said they would break up with their partner before
saying goodbye to their car.
•
Last but not least, despite a rise in ride-sharing services (and
autonomous vehicle technology), 64 percent of respondents said they
actually consider their car a friend (I’ve named cars before…).
continued on next page

Very likely, most of us have fond memories of some of our more
“special” cars. Many people’s lives greatly revolve around what they
drive. The USA is truly and deeply an “in car” nation! We love our cars
and being in our cars; I think it is safe to generalize that most of us have a
close attachment—a close relationship!—with our vehicles! Considering
they are inanimate objects, what we drive (in some cases for many years)
in this “in car” nation of ours has a huge impact on our lives and our
lifestyles.
This month, as Advent leads us into Christmas, we have another close
relationship calling intensely for our attention…one demanding many
more hours than we spend cruising in our cars. This relationship also has
to do with IN-CAR-NATION, or rather INCARNATION. I am speaking
of our relationship with God-through-Christ. Christmas is all about
INCARNATION.
OK, I know, it’s an awkward and corny word play…but stick with me! It
first came to me when I realized that “incarnation” and “incarnate” share
the same root word as “carnal” (from Middle English and Latin): carn—
flesh, body. As a verb, incarnate means to em-body or en-flesh
something… to represent in bodily form, and to make something “nonphysical” into something concrete, material, and physically real. And
THAT realization hit me around Halloween when I started seeing cars
with eyelashes (you’ve probably seen those too)…and wigs… and eyes...
and hats, and moustaches, and scarves, and so on. A lot of people
decorate their cars for Halloween, and other holidays, giving them human
attributes…trying to make them look human! Our deeply (get ready for
it) “in car” nation often tries to incarnate human attributes through our
vehicles! Even if it’s just bumper stickers or Reds or Bengals decals or so
-called “vanity plates,” we incarnate part of ourselves in our
cars!...partly, perhaps, because we spend so much time in them…and
partly because we really do have a strong relationship with them.
And….that’s kinda what Christmas is all about! Think about it. God
wanted/wants to spend a lot of time with us, and have a deep, longlasting relationship with us! God wants to travel with us—and through
us—in this world, whatever “roads’ we take. God became incarnate
(enfleshed, embodied) in Jesus of Nazareth to take on human attributes…
as well as human hopes, dreams, pains, joys, suffering, doubt, confusion,
elation, struggle, sorrow, victory—the whole range of human experience.
God’s “vehicle” to travel life’s roads with us is Jesus, often called
continued on next page
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(especially this time of year) Immanuel. We’ve heard, prayed, and sung
that word a bazillion times. It’s a Greek form of Hebrew, from immanu
("with us,") + EL ("God”). Translated literally, ImmanuEL = With Us
God, and is usually transliterated to “God with us.” I kind of like the
literal translation in this case; it’s a good prayer for Christmas…and all
year, really: Come with us, God! Be with us, God! Go with us, God…
wherever we’re going, and however we’re getting there!
But here is something profound to think about during this Advent and
Christmas season: maybe a better prayer, and a better way of living, is
this: “Help US go with YOU, God.” You see, we do not have to beg
God to be with us or go with us though life. The Truth (capital T) and our
Reality (capital R) is this: WE ARE NEVER APART FROM GOD, and
GOD IS NEVER APART FROM US. Never. EVER. So… Christmas, as
a celebration of incarnation, is really a mystical, awesome, and somewhat
incomprehensible celebration of this Truth and this Reality!
I don’t have the space here to unpack all this here; you’ll be hearing
about that all this month (and beyond), but let me share just a wee bit
from Father Richard Rohr. Fr. Richard is a Franciscan friar, worldrenowned spiritual teacher and author of over thirty books, and founder
of the Center for Action and Contemplation (cac.org) in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. He’s one of the most important leaders in the new,
emerging forms of Christian faith and life. He is also my main spiritual
mentor these days. In one of his daily meditations from 2017 (you’d do
well to go the CAC website and sign up for the Daily Meditations), he
writes this about Incarnation:
“The dualism [division, opposition] of the spiritual from the so-called
secular is precisely what Jesus came to reveal as untrue and incomplete.
Jesus came to model for us that these two seemingly different worlds are
and always have been one. We just couldn’t imagine it intellectually until
God put them together in one body that we could see and touch and love
(see Ephesians 2:11-20). And—in Christ—“you also are being built
into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:22). What an
amazing realization that should shock and delight us!”
Some implications of that for Christmas: first, you are also an
“Immanuel,” a vehicle for God to travel around in and impact this
world…with a trunk full of love, compassion, grace, and peace. YOU are
continued on next page
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no less an incarnation of God than Jesus was. Don’t believe it? Read
that paragraph above again.
Second, Jesus did indeed come to incarnate God in this needy world—by
being a MODEL, and a TEACHER, and a SHEPHERD…with US as his
learners/disciples/followers, to do what he did and love as he loved…to
follow his WAY and his PATH. Remember what Jesus said at the Last
Supper, near the end of his human travels: "Very truly I tell you, whoever
TRUSTS in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even
greater things than these..." (John 14.12). And Christmas is the starting
point of his human travels, and the birth of his Way, his Path
(incidentally, that was the first name given to the movement which began
with the first disciples/apostles of Jesus: that movement was called The
Way).
Third, to take this Way seriously, to trust it and incarnate it in our own
lives—well, that changes everything! It changes how we see God, how
we see ourselves, and how we see others. It deepens and personalizes our
relationship with God like nothing else…with potentially earth-shaking
consequences. A quick example: if we—you, me, and every other human
being—is a “little Christ,” a living incarnation of the Divine, if and we
TREATED EACH OTHER that way…well, would that mean for ending
war… poverty…greed…selfishness…and just about any other problem
that plagues humankind with suffering?
Earth-shaking indeed.
And we thought Christmas was just about the birth of ONE baby. Hmm!
Have a BLESSED Advent and a SPIRIT-FILLED Christmas!

Pastor Barry

Prayer Ministry
God didn’t promise days without pain, laughter
without sorrow, sun without rain, but he did
promise strength for the day, comfort for the
tears and light for the way. Amen.
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Congratulations Pastor Barry Bordenkircher
On Sunday, November 7th Pastor Barry Bordenkircher was installed as
the official settled pastor for St. John’s United Church of Christ. Carl
Robinson, SONKA Designated Association Minister, officiated this
service along with Glen Shedlock, Minister and friend of Pastor Barry,
who provided a message for the service. Barry was gathered in the
presence of local clergy members from our sister UCC churches, clergy
members from UCC churches from afar, Barry’s family and friends, and
members from our church. All were excited to see Pastor Barry installed
as he begins his journey as the Settled Pastor for our church. A
reception followed in Fellowship Hall of cookies and punch for an
enjoyable Sunday afternoon. We congratulate Pastor Barry and wish
him the best on his journey.
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Christmas Concert Returns
After a two year hiatus due to Covid, our annual Christmas Concert
will return this year. On December 12th at 7 pm our Chancel Choir and
full orchestra will present “Let There Be Christmas” by Joseph
Martin. Our choir is already busy preparing this beautiful music for
your enjoyment. This joyous Christmas Cantata will surely move your
spirit into the true meaning of Christmas. This cantata is full of all the
traditional music of Christmas that we all love so much. Mark your
calendars and invite your family and friends to a joyous evening of
Christmas music.

Choral Scholars Matching Donation Campaign
A generous challenge has been issued to our congregation to support the
Joe Haas Sr. Choral Scholars Fund! A wonderful couple in our church
who are long time supporters of our music program have agreed to
match your donation dollar for dollar up to $10,000. The program allows
us to pay a small stipend to our CCM singers to help with their
education. In return we benefit from the beautiful and amazing music
they provide for us. None of these funds are taken from the general fund
and are solely dependent on your generous gifts. Please prayerfully
consider taking advantage of this wonderful opportunity to maintain
high quality music in our worship services. Be sure that your gifts are
marked for "Choral Scholars Fund." The Matching Pledge Challenge
will end Monday, December 13th. Thank you!

Call for Cookies
If you or anyone you know has a special cookie recipe you would like to
showcase, we would love for you to include it in the Christmas Concert
Reception. The Choir is looking for cookies for their reception after the
concert on December 12th. Cookies can be dropped off during church
office hours or before the concert. Contact the church office with any
questions (859) 431-1818.
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Worship Experiences at St. John’s UCC
Season of Advent
November 28th, December 5th, December 12th and December 19th.
Each week we will light the Advent Candles remembering the themes of:
Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. During these four Sundays we will be
singing Advent hymns and Christmas Carols. There will be special
music throughout the season from our musicians and singers.
Christmas Season
The Christmas Season begins on Friday, December 24th when we
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Our
Christmas Eve Service will be on Friday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m.
Communion will be served along with our traditional candle light
service.

Thank You to our Christmas
Volunteers
A big thank you to Carol Fickenscher, Ralph
Schoulthies, Kyle Taylor, Carol Thompson
and Mike Hanson for decorating our
sanctuary for the Christmas season. We
appreciate all of the hard work they put into
making our sanctuary beautiful for the
holiday season. Be sure to give them a big
thank you when you see them. Happy
Holidays to all!

A Message from our Leadership Team Treasurer
As of November 21 we have received 31 pledges totaling $94,340 for
2022. The average pledge so far is $3,043. For 2021 we had a final total
of 46 pledges for $113,984. So at this point it looks as though there are
15 or so members who have not yet turned in their pledge card. If you
have lost or misplaced your card, more are available in the church office.
Contact Kelli at 431-1818 to receive a replacement.
As always, I urge everyone to submit their pledges as soon as you can.
We need this information as we begin building a budget for 2022.
Thanks to all!!
Chuck Hawkins, Treasurer
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Illumination Youth Group Schedule
Illumination Youth Ministry--fall 2021
OK, friends, let’s do this! We’re back, we’re in person, and we’re
going to do things in a way that makes us feel safe. As we find our
groove again, we’ll be trying out different ways of praying. For the next
few months, we’ll try out breath prayers (don’t worry, we’ll all be
learning together). Also--on an additional happy note, I have a new last
name. I’m now Melanie McQuinn, but I ’ll have the same contact information (located at the end of this update).
Wednesday, December 1
5:30-7:00 PM
Location: La Ru Lanes 2443 Alexandria Pike, Highland Heights, KY
41076
Let’s bring back a fan favorite--pizza and bowling! Please bring $5 to
help offset costs. If you have a financial concern, please reach out to
Melanie.
Wednesday, December 15
5:30-7:00 PM
Location: To Be Announced
Let’s share a Christmas meal, listen to our favorite Christmas songs, and
work on some crafts (perfect for when you’re not sure what to get your
adults).

Stay tuned for upcoming meetings:
January 5 and 19
February 2 and 16
March 2 and 16
Adults: We are in need of adults who want to hang out with us. We’re a
pretty fun (and energetic) bunch. We need interested adults to go
through a background check. After that, you’ll work with Melanie to
schedule as many or as few dates as your availability allows.
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John
UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas, and St. John’s UCCNewport. Middle School and High School Youth (grades 6-12) are invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on
the first and third Wednesdays of each month. Friends are always welcome. Please RSVP so that meals and materials can be planned.
For more information, please contact the IYM Coordinator:
Melanie McQuinn Call or text: (859) 468-8076 Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com
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(From Pastor Barry)

In the past several weeks. The
Covid-19 “incidence rates”
have started climbing again—
and it is VERY likely that
with holiday parties, family
gatherings, etc., we will be
seeing another spike in the
incidence of Covid-19
(especially the Delta and
Omicron variant). Here is
some data from the Kentucky Covid 19 “Dashboard” (as of Nov.21).
Note that almost ALL local counties are “RED” (high incidence and
transmission rates). You can see the total number of cases in KY so far
is nearing 800,000, with over 10,000 deaths – also note that the majority
of cases has shifted to younger people, while the mortality rate increases
rapidly with age. We must still
be cautious.
Undoubtedly, you’ve noticed
that concerts, sporting events,
restaurants, and other
gathering spots are quickly
“filling up” with people after
last year’s closures and
limitations. And, fewer people
are wearing masks in public.
This includes in our own
church.
I get the fact that we’re all
weary of the pandemic and want things “back to normal” as much as
possible. I do too! But in view of the ongoing need for reasonable
caution, I am encouraging all the members and friends of St. John’s who
attend worship at the church to:
•
•
•
•

Get your Covid-19 booster shot ASAP;
Get vaccinated , if you have not yet done so;
WEAR MASKS to worship and church activities, and maintain social
distance as much as possible, in the sanctuary and elsewhere; wash
hands frequently and use hand sanitizer.
AT LEAST during the holiday season—when we want most to hug and
to encourage “good cheer,” please refrain from hugging, handshakes,
etc.—elbow and fist bumps are OK! (I know—bummer!)
continued on next page 9

We have asked people to observe safety measures voluntarily in the past
and cannot really mandate them. I have, on several occasions, found
myself forgetting to take appropriate cautions—forgetting my facemask,
shaking hands and hugging folks, etc. (I’m a hugger!). Yet, at least
through the holidays and the colder months, while we are all more
cooped up inside and less able to do things outside, open windows, etc.,
I am pledging to do better myself with taking routine precautions. And, I
am strongly urging ALL of us to help keep the season “merry and
bright” as much as possible for everyone—at least as far as possible in
preventing any of us getting sick at church! THANKS – let’s have a
truly blessed, and safe, holiday season!

PARKINSON’S AND MOTOR DISEASE SUPPORT
GROUP
In the coming new year we will be exploring the possibility of St. John’s
UCC sponsoring or hosting a SUPPORT GROUP for people and
families affected by Parkinson’s Disease (and possibly other movement
disorders). If you might be interested in such a group, contact Cheryl
Bordenkircher (513-276-3942 – cherylbrealtor@gmail.com). We will
pass along progress via The Visitor, our weekly online updates, our
Facebook page and church website!

St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue to
stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to access
the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the worship
services in several different ways:

Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are
multiple ways to access the video of the worship service.
St. John’s UCC website
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport
St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries
DecemberBirthdays

December 1st: Pam Schierberg
December 4th: Barbara Boyers & Phil Hamilton
December 5th: Blakely Rice & Greyson Rice
December 8th: Mike Scharber & Bill Seibert Jr.
December 9th: Ralph Schoulthies
December 15th: Karen Schofield & Janet Wendel
December 18th: Eric Haas
December 21st: John Westlund
December 22nd: Robert Slater
December 25th: Betty Webster
December 27th: Elizabeth Schwalbach
December 30th: Jan Kreutzer

DecemberAnniversaries

December 2nd: Gary & Patty Wagner (3 years)
December 6th: Mike & Brenda Scharber (52 years)
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to our
friends and family celebrating during the month of December!

December Homebound Members of the Week
We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the
week for the month of December. We appreciate and celebrate these
individuals as our members of the week!
December 5th: Donna Hamilton
December 12th: John Westlund-Birthday December 21st
December 19th: Betty Webster-Birthday December 25th
Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School Age Child Care is Available
on Sunday Mornings
We have childcare workers available for our infants, toddlers,
preschoolers and school age children on Sunday mornings. The nursery
is located in the South Hallway and is available for children to be
dropped off starting at 9:30 a.m. You can ask any usher for assistance or
information about this program.
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Food Pantry
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner
General Fund
In Loving Memory of Bruce Stormer ~ Cheri Fantetti
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund
In Loving Memory of Martha Malone ~ Karen Schofield
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Gabbard ~ Karen Schofield

Next Visitor Deadline: Tuesday, December 28, 2021
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out the
appropriate form.

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”

COMMUNION TEAM UPDATE

During the first week of November the Communion Team shared Holy
Communion and was able to visit with nine shut-in members of our
congregation. The sharing of communion with these individuals who
served St. John’s in years past is a very heartwarming and blessed time.
Reminiscing the past and bringing them up to date on the things
currently happening at church is extremely rewarding for them and for
Joan and me. Our visits enable them to keep their connection with St.
John’s. Thanks be to God for the opportunity to serve St. John’s in this
capacity.
There are more shut-ins that would like to have the
opportunity to visit and receive communion from St.
John’s. If anyone would like to serve the church in this
capacity, please know you are welcome to join Joan and
me some month in our Home Communion journey. You
will find it very fulfilling and rewarding. Please consider
this mission.
Carol Haas & Joan Berkemeyer
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Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart
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