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THE PERFECT GIFT
It’s Christmas!! I am writing this on December 28, 2021—and I hear
four calling birds! That is, it’s the fourth day of Christmas, which, you
will recall, is not just a day but a “season” (ending on January 6, the day
of Epiphany). So as New Year’s day approaches, it is still the season of
gift giving! If you missed someone on your gift list, it’s really not too
late!
With that, and the coming new year, in mind, let me ask: WHAT ARE
YOU PLANNING TO GIVE TO GOD IN THE NEW YEAR??
Especially, what can you give God to help our church thrive and grow?
Have you given that any thought?
Now, don’t worry, it’s not hard! You don’t have to do any shopping—
even online!—to give God a really great gift. You ALREADY POSSESS
what God wants from you: a loving, open, giving heart! And it’s free
shipping!
But…if you’re like me, you kinda scratch your head (and maybe drop it
with a little guilt) when you read that. Sometimes my heart doesn’t feel
very loving, and it’s a bit closed at times, and sometimes a little stingy.
Not always; but sometimes… at least more often than I care to admit to
myself. I guess God isn’t finished with me yet. How about you?
I ponder this a lot; I really do. I want to be the kind of Christian that
Jesus would be proud of. I desire to produce more “fruit” of the Spirit:
("...the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
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peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol." -- Galatians 5.22-23). I try to live a more prayerful, Spiritcentered, disciplined life. Sometimes I even gain some ground…and
other times it’s two steps forward and two (or three) backward! *Deep
sigh*
Such is the spiritual life! Please hear this: God does NOT expect
perfection! God knows us, and knows that we aren’t going to make a
perfect, straight beeline to Mother Teresa-hood! (even this saintly woman
had moments, indeed years, of utter desolation). The spiritual life isn’t
about becoming more “moral” or more “holy” or about “believing the
right things”– you (and all of humankind) are created in God’s image;
you are already sacred at the core, in your essence—that is your True
Self. We are all made with a pure, holy “heart” (soul, spirit, call it what
you will). Do you know that? Can you trust that? Can you accept that?
*Deep breath*
The spiritual life is about letting God BE God in and through us. It is
working with God in transforming our lives though that scared heart,
from the inside out. Isn’t it often said that Christians should be more like
Jesus? He’s the model of a human heart given totally to God, putting to
death (on the cross) human ego and the “False self.” Our egos, our False
selves, are essentially and blindly concerned with “ME” and making sure
“I” stay alive—and stay large and in charge—at all costs. My false (or
small) self is, as often as possible, all about working to get “MY” own
way in the world—regardless of who it hurts and regardless of even how
it hurts “ME”…strangles my compassion…cuts off my generosity…
degrades my altruism…smudges and cheapens my self-worth…distorts
my person-hood…all but eclipses my holy core and purpose. This the
rotten fruit of the False self—which is always telling you it’s really good
and tasty fruit!
Can you spell D-E-L-U-S-I-O-N?
So, when you think about it, it’s EASY to give God the perfect Christmas
gift for the coming new year- your heart; your desire! That’s all God
needs to work with! If your heart doesn’t feel very loving, and is a bit
closed at times, and is a little stingy—well, heck, join me and the rest of
the human race! Get over your (false) self, and let God work on your
(true) Self! This is the garden of grace, the fallow furrow of compassion,
the birthplace of Grace and the cradle of Love. God is Creator—and you
are a crèche of new creation! So why not, as you give your heart to God,
give it as a MANGER?—complete with all the smelly straw and animal
dung and dirt and grime and pain. Ask God to give birth anew to Christ
in you—
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because God is already there waiting, and sees only the LOVE in you,
and the potential, not the dirt and grime and garbage of the past (or the
present). You don’t have to neatly wrap this gift, or put any name on it,
or strategically place it under a tree, or wrap it with a pretty bow!
Because in God’s eyes you are already PERFECT how you are made!
Give God your desire and let God “unwrap” YOU!
Now there is a clue to a “merry” Christmas, happy holidays, and a truly
blessed New Year!
Hugs, Prayers, and Alleluias,

Pastor Barry
A Word of Grateful Thanks!
President John F. Kennedy once said “ We must take the time to thank
the people who are important in our lives”. Throughout this Advent and
Christmas season I think we have many people to be thankful for. Our
services would not have been nearly as beautiful as they were had it not
been for the many volunteers who work so faithfully so that we might
enjoy Christmas to the fullest.
First we thank Pastor Barry for all of his wonderful messages throughout
the season. We are blessed to have him as our spiritual leader. Next we
must thank our wonderful office administrator Kelli Taylor. She
prepared many many bulletins, both online and in person for us to use in
worship. She makes sure everything is in place for worship every
Sunday so that things are orderly and correct. She truly keeps our ship
sailing smoothly.
I need to thank my colleague Dobin Park for his dedication to our church
and to our music ministry. Without Dobin we would not consistently
have the quality music we have grown to expect. He is a true blessing.
I need to thank all of our greeters and ushers who work behind the scenes
each and every Sunday to make sure our services are safe and organized.
We thank all of the Liturgists and candle bearers who served and read so
beautifully during Advent and Christmas.

Thanks to Carol Fickenscher and all the people who helped her to
decorate the church so beautifully for the season.
A big thank you also goes to our sound technician Robert Pettus. Robert
works many many hours running sound for our services as well as
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preparing beautifully recorded CD’s for our shut- ins or for our members
who want to have a copy of a meaningful service. Also, Robert recorded
a wonderful CD of our Christmas concert for all to enjoy.
And then there’s the choir. What a blessing they have been to us
throughout this Christmas season. The beautiful Christmas concert they
presented was magnificent. They spend many hours in rehearsal so they
can inspire us on Sunday mornings. We are grateful!
We have so many dedicated people, many who work quietly behind the
scenes to make sure that our church is a beautiful and inspirational place
to come to.

Thanks to all of you. You are truly the backbone of St. John’s.
Blessings and a very Happy New Year to all of our church family!
Michael

We Met Our Goal!

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the Joseph Haas Sr.
Choral Scholar fund. Because of your generosity we were able to meet
our goal. We collected $10,490. Your gifts will be matched thanks to the
generosity of Fred and Betty Jo Haas. We thank all of you for
contributing so generously. Your gifts will ensure that we can continue
to bring in vocal majors from CCM to enhance our choir and our
worship. Thank you for your continued support of our music ministry.

Prayer Ministry
Did I offer peace today?
Did I bring a smile to someone?
Did I say words of healing?
Did I let go of my anger and resentment?
Did I forgive?
Did I love?
These are the real questions

4

Gifts to the Manger Washington UCC-What a Successful Christmas
Gift Drive!!
Thank you to everyone for your support for the Washington UCC
Christmas gift drive. Judy Slater and Pat Goins delivered 150 gifts to
Washington UCC on Monday, December 6th along with a check for
$225. We want to thank the students from Trent Montessori School who
helped us with this gift drive by collecting gifts for their school project.
We would like to thank Judy Slater who is the chairperson for this
project and gives of her time each year to make sure the families and
kids at Washington UCC have a Merry Christmas. Thank you Judy!!
Lastly, we thank all of you for your time and generosity with this
wonderful project. This project would not be possible if it were not for
your generosity. Thank you to everyone!!

Thank You St. John’s!
To My St. John’s Church Family,
I want to thank everyone for the cards and prayers offered my way while
I was recovering from knee replacement surgery. And also a big thank
you to Pastor Barry for coming to the hospital and praying with me
before surgery. It all means so much and helps to make healing better. I
have said it before but it is so true–St. John’s people are so caring.
Thank you.
Blessings,
Darlene Knepshield
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Western Kentucky Tornado Relief -- Links to Help!!
This information is from the Kentucky Council of Churches, who met on
Tuesday, Dec. 14 with Gov. Andrew Beshear, and received this update
directly from him. If YOU would like to help the families of Western
Kentucky who were affected by the recent horrible storms and tornadoes,
here is the BEST WAY to do so! The Governor said there is plenty of
food, clothing, etc. coming in; the great need NOW is to help affected
families with financial donation, made easy at this website:
https://secure.kentucky.gov/formservices/Finance/WKYRelief
If you would like to mail in a donation, please make your check to
Kentucky State Treasurer. In the memo line please note the donation is
for the "Team Western Kentucky Tornado Relief Fund." Send check
to Public Protection Cabinet, 500 Mero Street, 218 NC, Frankfort, KY
40601. Your tax-deductible donation will benefit the Team Western
Kentucky Tornado Relief Fund

Also, there will be ONGOING over the next three months to TWO
years...we will be able to help for a long time! As with most disasters,
people feel the need to help right away…and then over weeks and
months that immediate response falls away. Gov. Beshear asked
specifically for faith communities the think “long term,” (e.g. sending a
volunteer team next summer).
This is a tax-deductible donation
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Thank You Message from Jan Knepshield
As we have moved through this, the most blessed time of the year,
Christmas and the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, I wish to express
thanks to members of St. John’s who have made the season possible and
successful. We have always been blessed with a giving and generous
congregation and this year has been no different. We have been moving
forward and attendance, activities and interest all continue to improve
throughout St. John’s. I wish to express thanks and gratitude to a
number of members and attendees for recent acts of generosity, giving
and kindness during this wonderful season.
We just completed our magnificent Christmas concert and
congratulations go out to Michael Sullivan, Dobin Park, our choir, the
Choral Scholars, all musicians and Vickie Kennedy for her
narration. Thanks to all!! We have also completed the Fred and Betty
Jo Haas matching fund for the Choral Scholars program and we
achieved our goal of ten thousand dollars which they matched. Thank
you to all who contributed to this successful endeavor. And thank you to
Ms. Connie Haas for her contribution and support of the Joseph Haas Sr.
Choral Scholars Fund
Thanks to all members who contributed poinsettias to decorate our
sanctuary and to members Carol Fickenscher, Vice President, Mike
Hanson, Ralph Schoulthies, Carol Thompson and Kyle Taylor for their
combined efforts in doing such an outstanding job in decorating our
sanctuary.
continued on next page
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Thank you to the Leadership Team for your continued guidance and
support of St John’s; Carol Fickenscher, Flo Grey, Chuck Hawkins, Don
Berkemeyer, Laura Haas, Carolyn Garriott, Roger Haas, Judy Slater
and Ed Von Strohe. Thank you to Chuck Hawkins for all the extra work
you do with the church finances. Your diligent work does not go
unnoticed.
Thank you to Judy Slater and Pat Goins for their efforts in our Christmas
drive which benefits Washington UCC in Cincinnati. This is a very
worthwhile project. Carol Haas and Joan Berkemeyer are also
appreciated by everyone, especially those who benefit from their Home
Communion efforts. Thanks to members who worked to make possible
our Christmas bags for those in need–Wanda Quinn, Roger Quinn, Ralph
Schouthies, Mike Hanson, Rose Wendling, Joette Garman, Karen
Schofield and Carol Fickenscher. Thank you to Barry and Cheryl for
joining the St. John’s family and thanks for all you do. Thanks to Kelli
Taylor for keeping our office running with such great proficiency.
Thanks also to Don Berkemeyer, Dan Grey and Flo Grey, Otto Budig
and George Budig for your generous involvement and gifts toward St.
John’s. We thank Robert Pettus for his efforts in enabling us to hear our
services every Sunday. I pray that I have not left anyone out, but if I did,
please call it to my attention.
I am just so thrilled and excited to see what is going on at St. John’s.
Attendance is up and increasing; giving is steady and a renewed spirit of
love and caring is evident once again within our congregation. Lastly, a
very hearty thank you to all who serve as ushers, greeters, and Liturgists.
Your efforts are appreciated.
I am very honored to serve as your president and I look forward to the
many things that I see and envision in our church’s future. I
hope you had a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New
Year. May the Lord bless you and watch over you.
Sincerely,
Jan Knepshield
President
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Illumination Youth Group Schedule
Upcoming meetings: Contact Melanie McQuinn for more information
January 5 and 19
February 2 and 16
March 2 and 16

Adults: We are in need of adults who want to hang out with us. We’re a
pretty fun (and energetic) bunch. We need interested adults to go
through a background check. After that, you’ll work with Melanie to
schedule as many or as few dates as your availability allows.
Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John
UCC-Bellevue, Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas, and St. John’s UCCNewport. Middle School and High School Youth (grades 6-12) are invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on
the first and third Wednesdays of each month. Friends are always welcome. Please RSVP so that meals and materials can be planned.
For more information, please contact the IYM Coordinator:
Melanie McQuinn Call or text: (859)
468-8076 Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com
The Illumination Youth Group
enjoying an evening of bowling at La
Ru Lanes

Parkinson’s and Motor Disease Support Group
In the coming new year we will be exploring the possibility of St. John’s
UCC sponsoring or hosting a SUPPORT GROUP for people and families affected by Parkinson’s Disease (and possibly other movement disorders). If you might be interested in such a group, contact Cheryl Bordenkircher (513-276-3941– cherylbrealtor@gmail.com). We will pass
along progress via The Visitor, our weekly online updates, our Facebook
page and church website! (NOTE: the phone number above for Cheryl is CORRECT; it was wrong by one number in the December Visitor!
Sorry about that! -- Pastor B.)
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Food Pantry Update
St. John’s Food pantry has had a successful 2021. The pantry’s doors
never closed.
We thank you all for the generous donations. Our Christmas bags were
increased by 199 pieces of can goods from the Trent Montessori school
children. Well done!
St. Johns Food Pantry served 500 families in 2021.
The Christmas Bag give away was distributed to 58 families. Thanks to
the volunteers who made this possible and all the love and support from
the members of
St. Johns.
Thank you!
Wanda Quinn

L. to R. Joette Garman, Carol Fickenscher, Wanda Quinn, Mike Hanson, Rose
Wendling & Karen Schofield

Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School Age Child Care is Available
on Sunday Mornings
We have childcare workers available for our infants, toddlers,
preschoolers and school age children on Sunday mornings. The nursery
is located in the South Hallway and is available for children to be
dropped off starting at 9:30 a.m. You can ask any usher for assistance or
information about this program.
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue to
stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to access
the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the worship
services in several different ways:
Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. ET
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are
multiple ways to access the video of the worship service.
St. John’s UCC website
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport
St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5

Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School Age Child Care is Available
on Sunday Mornings
We have childcare workers available for our infants, toddlers,
preschoolers and school age children on Sunday mornings. The nursery
is located in the South Hallway and is available for children to be
dropped off starting at 9:30 a.m. You can ask any
usher for assistance or information about this program.

In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
General Fund
In Loving Memory of Otto & Marion Budig ~ George & Mary Jo Budig Family
Foundation
In Loving Memory of Ruby Niehaus ~ Judy Eads

Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund
In Loving Memory of Marlene Mayhew Knecht ~ Joan Berkemeyer
In Honor of Mike Sullivan ~ Charlotte Scholl
In Loving Memory of Ruby Niehaus ~ Judy Eads
Music Fund
In Loving Memory of Gail Miller ~ Lois Almoslechner
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries
January Birthdays

January 1st: Carol Strong
January 2nd: Julie Croley
January 3rd: Dan Grey
January 4th: Stephani Hughes
January 7th: Tim Kennedy & Barbara Runge
January 12th: Dobin Park
January 13th: Carolyn Garriott
January 15th: Darlene Knepshield
January 16th: Pam Maloney
January 20th: Cindy Bittner & Keith Daniels
January 21st: Walt Dauzenberg
January 22nd: Charles Croley
January 25th: Nancy Brinkman, Don Marquette & Jenny Williams
January 27th: Ruth Hater
January 30th: Connie Haas

JanuaryAnniversaries

January 28th: Jim & Carol Thompson (61 years)
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy
anniversary to our friends and family celebrating during
the month of January!

January Homebound Members of the Week
We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the
week for the month of January. We appreciate and celebrate these
individuals as our members of the week!
January 2nd: Barbara Runge-Birthday 01/07
January 9th: Pam Maloney-Birthday 01/16
January 16th: Walt Dauzenberg-Birthday 01/21
January 23rd: Orlin Krentz
January 30th: Carol Marksberry-Birthday 02/05

Next Visitor Deadline: Wednesday, January 26, 2022
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and
fill out the appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our
website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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