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Thoughts of Preparation 

Christians don't simply learn or study or use Scripture; we assimilate it, take 
it into our lives in such a way that it gets metabolized into acts of love, cups 

of cold water, missions into all the world, healing and evangelism and 
justice in Jesus' name, hands raised in adoration of the Father, feet 

washed in company with the Son.  ― Eugene H. Peterson, Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading 

 

At least, that’s how we’re SUPPOSED to read/use scripture!  
                                      – Pastor Barry 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude                                 “Laudate Dominum”                (W.A. Mozart) 

                                                               (Kendra Abner - Flute) 

               
Tower Bell 

 

*Responsive Call to Worship                                        (from Psalm 19) 
 

All Creation is Your praise, O God. 

The sky radiates with Your glory. 

The stars are Your autograph. 

Night turning into day speaks Your wisdom, 

not in the language of words, but with light and wonder. 

So we want to know Your intent, and hear Your Word. 

It gives us life, sweeter than honey and more precious than gold. 

Help us, then, to know Your ways. 

For we easily become lost without knowing. May we follow in Your 

path, and live by Your Spirit. 

May the words of our mouths and the thoughts in our hearts 

be praise to You, O God, our Source and our Salvation. 

Alleluia! 

 

  

 

 



*Unison Prayer of Invocation 

Gracious God, You have given us Your prophets, so that we might 

hear Your word and be enlightened. You have inspired the writing 

of Scripture, so that we might hear and be transformed. You have 

given us Your law, so that we might hear and obey. Pour out Your 

Spirit upon us now, God, and bless us with Your living Word, Your 

loving presence, Your life of compassion and truth. Quiet the 

thoughts in our minds, that we may hear Your voice. Calm the fears 

in our hearts, that we may see Your way. Open the doors of our 

hearts, that we may walk in the path of Christ. Come to us, Holy 

Spirit and transform us by Your grace. Amen. 

 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                           (Greatorex)                                  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
  

 

Scripture Lesson 

                     - From the Hebrew Scriptures: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 

told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had 

given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, 

both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the 

first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water 

Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women 

and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the 

book of the law. 

 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing 

above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 

blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 

lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with 

their faces to the ground. 



 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They 

gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 

the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the 

Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard 

the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink 

sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for 

this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength.” 

 

Gathering Together in Prayer 

 
Silent Prayer—Pastoral Prayer 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Offertory Invitation 

The Spirit moves, the prophets speak, the people hear. Next, comes 

response – of which our giving is a part, and a sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory                          “Shout to the Lord”                  (Mark Hayes)  

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like You. 

All of my days I want to praise the wonders of Your 

mighty love; My comfort, my shelter, 

tower of refuge and strength, let ev’ry breath, all that I am 

never cease to worship You. 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing power and majesty, praise 

to the King; Mountains bow down, and the seas will roar at the  

sound of Your name.  I sing for joy at the work 

of Your hands, forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You. 

 

All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing:  Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer 

gleam, O praise Him, 

Alleluia!  Shout to the Lord! 

Alleluia! 

          

  Scripture Lesson - from the New Testament Gospels:   Luke 4:14-30 
 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and 
a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went 
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 

        to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began 
to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All 



spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 
his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, 
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And 
you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard 
you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is 
accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were many 
widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three 
years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet 
Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 
There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard 
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out 
of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, 
so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of 
them and went on his way. 
     

Today’s Message              Mission Statement       
                                            Pastor Barry Bordenkircher 

 

*Hymn #231                “Arise, Your Light Is Come!”         (Festal Song) 
                                                    (see last page) 
 

*Responsive Benediction 

We live by Your power, Holy Spirit.  

O Mystery of Love and Justice, Your Spirit is upon us for the 

sake of the world.  

Your vision of a redeemed world of justice moves us and gives us hope.  

In Your power you send us into the world to bring good news 

to the poor, recovery of sight to the blind and liberty to the 

oppressed; 

For the sake of the mending of the world, and in the Spirit’s power, we 

are sent!  Go in peace. Amen. 

 

Postlude                                                “Toccata in F”                   (D. Buxtehude)         

                                                                                                     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Preaching Today:  Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 

Liturgist: Kyle Taylor  

Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 

with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 
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