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Thoughts of Preparation 

….All religion has an in-built tendency to be side-tracked by the peripheral aspects 

of God’s message to humanity: the rules and rituals, the religious culture, liturgy 

and music, the politics and the platforms, the status of those who speak and 

teach…Maintenance begins to dominate mission.  Human preferences dominate 

God’s purposes. – Jon Kuhrt, Grace + Truth 

 

Luke's points throughout Luke-Acts are [1] that Israel should have understood and 

embraced Jesus' message; [2] Jesus does not go elsewhere because he is rejected; 

he is rejected because he goes elsewhere.  

– Fred Craddock, Interpreter’s Commentary 

 

Don’t just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if you do that. You must do what 

it says. What God the Father considers to be pure and genuine religion is this: to 

take care of orphans and widows in their suffering and to keep oneself from being 

corrupted by the world.– James 1.22 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                                 Prelude on “Finlandia”       (Harold DeCon) 
                                 
Tower Bell 

 

*Unison Call to Worship 

God of prophets and all truth sayers, God of those who are run out 

of town, You never cease to send Your messengers, regardless of 

risk. Grant that we may always hear Your brave ones. Grant that 

we also may have the courage to speak for You, when it is our 

turn,  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God – with one Realm, defined by LOVE – 

for ever and ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 



*Responsive Prayer of Invocation and Petition  

Loving God, Jesus stood up, unrolled the scroll, and announced to the 

assembly and to us that You are in our midst this day. Earth is holy 

NOW.   

As You shone in the life of Jesus, whose epiphany we celebrate, 

so shine in us and through us, 

that we may become beacons of truth and compassion, enlightening all 

creation with deeds of justice and mercy.  

Anoint our being and doing, touch all our days, with 

grace.  Let us honor this world and its people. Amen. 

 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                           (Greatorex)                                  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
  
Scripture Lesson – from the New Testament Gospels:  Luke 4.16-30 
      When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me  to bring 

good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

      And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 

eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and 

were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not 

this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 

‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the 

things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, 

no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were 

many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three 

years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah 



was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also 

many lepers[d] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the synagogue 

were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 

brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the 

cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 

Gathering Together in Prayer 

Silent Prayer—Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offertory Invitation 

We believe it belongs to us…and God smiles. We bring it as an 

offering…God sees. We gather it all together…God waits. And we 

dedicate it to God…who waits for us to let go. 

 

Offertory                         “We Walk By Faith”          (Williams/Sanborn) 

We walk by faith and not by sight. We trust in God and not in might. 

For in our darkness He is light. We walk by faith and not by sight. 

Sometimes trials come our way. We don’t know what to do or say. 

But we know God will make a way if we trust, trust and obey. 

We walk by faith and not by sight.  We trust in God and not in might. 

For in our darkness He is light.  We walk by faith and not by sight. 

We trust in God and in His Son. What God has promised will be done. 

And as each journey is begun His Holy Spirit makes us one. 

We walk by faith and not by sight.  We trust in God and not in might. 

For in our darkness He is light.  We walk by faith and not by sight. 

We may not fully understand, but we are guided by His hand. 

And as we follow faith’s command, God leads us to the promised land. 

We walk by faith and not by sight.  We trust in God and not in might. 

For in our darkness He is light.  We walk by faith and not by sight. 



Scripture Lesson  

– from the New Testament Letters:  1 Corinthians 12.27-13.13  (NIRV) 
 

       You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it. First, God has 

placed apostles in the church. Second, he has placed prophets in the church. Third, 

he has placed teachers in the church. Then he has given to the church miracles and 

gifts of healing. He also has given the gift of helping others and the gift of guiding 

the church. God also has given the gift of speaking in different kinds of languages. 

Is everyone an apostle? Is everyone a prophet? Is everyone a teacher? Do all work 

miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in languages they had not 

known before? Do all explain what is said in those languages? But above all, you 

should want the more important gifts. 

       But now I will show you the best way of all. 

      Suppose I speak in the languages of human beings or of angels. If I don’t have 

love, I am only a loud gong or a noisy cymbal. Suppose I have the gift of 

prophecy. Suppose I can understand all the secret things of God and know 

everything about him. And suppose I have enough faith to move mountains. If I 

don’t have love, I am nothing at all. Suppose I give everything I have to poor 

people. And suppose I give myself over to a difficult life so I can brag. If I don’t 

have love, I get nothing at all. 

       Love is patient. Love is kind. It does not want what belongs to others. It does 

not brag. It is not proud. It does not dishonor other people. It does not look out for 

its own interests. It does not easily become angry. It does not keep track of other 

people’s wrongs. Love is not happy with evil. But it is full of joy when the truth is 

spoken. It always protects. It always trusts. It always hopes. It never gives up. 

       Love never fails. But prophecy will pass away. Speaking in languages that had 

not been known before will end. And knowledge will pass away. What we know 

now is not complete. What we prophesy now is not perfect. But when what is 

complete comes, the things that are not complete will pass away. When I was a 

child, I talked like a child. I thought like a child. I had the understanding of a child. 

When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. Now we see only a 

dim likeness of things. It is as if we were seeing them in a foggy mirror. But 

someday we will see clearly. We will see face to face. What I know now is not 

complete. But someday I will know completely, just as God knows me completely. 

       The three most important things to have are faith, hope and love. But the 

greatest of them is love. 
 

 

Sermon                            “Excuses, Excuses”   Pastor Barry Bordenkircher 



*Hymn #345              “Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult”             (Galilee) 
                                                    (see next page) 

 

*Responsive Benediction  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us. 

The Spirit of the Lord is in us. 

Anointing us, 

Sending us. 

To bring good news, to bind up and to proclaim favor 

to comfort and to provide, to loosen. 

The day of the Lord is coming. 

The day of the Lord has come, always unfolding! 

We go forth letting God claim our days, 

 And we’ll welcome God to claim our love and our lives! 

 

Postlude                                  “Alla Breve and Fugue”        (Louis Marchand)                                          

                                                                                                     

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Call to Worship: adapted from the blog preachingtip by Bob Eldan 

(preachingtip.com/collects). 

Invocation: adapted from two sources – Anne Osdieck, at The Sunday Website of 

Saint Louis University (liturgy.slu.edu/BapLordC011313/main),  and Vanderbilt 

University's RCL site (lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=110).  

Benediction:  by Katherine Hawker from Liturgy Outside (liturgyoutside.net, 

adapted). 

 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Preaching Today:  Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 

Liturgist: Michael Sullivan 

Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 

with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 
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