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Thoughts of Preparation 

Spirituality is not just about sitting in a room encountering a mystical god in 

meditation or about seeing God in a sunset. Awe is the gateway to compassion. It 

is a deep awareness that we are creators, creators who work with the Creator, in an 

ongoing project of crafting a world. If we do not like the world or are afraid of it, 

we have had a hand in that. And if we made a mess, we can clean it up and do 

better. We are what we make.”  
― Diana Butler Bass, Grounded: Finding God in the World. A Spiritual Revolution 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                                       “Be Still”                 (By David J. Evans) 
             Isabella Thoroughman - Flute, Lilyanne Thoroughman - Violin 

                                                  
Tower Bell 

 

*Responsive Call to Worship – Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled, as to console, 

to be understood, as to understand, 

to be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to fullness of life  

 

 

 

 



*Unison Prayer of Invocation 

God of All Good, You have blessed us with the gift of divine grace 

and our call to Jesus’s way of Life. But often we are frail and 

lacking in understanding of what this truly means to our life. We 

pray, good and gracious Lord, that You will guide us in how to live 

our call in our interior life, our family life, our fraternal life, our 

church life, in the marketplace, the workplace, the classroom and 

board room, and the quiet places of our hearts–in Your will, not our 

own, always in the footsteps of Your servant, Jesus, the Anointed, 

praying to be Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, and Spirit  fulfilled! Amen.  

 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                           (Greatorex)                                  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

  

 

Scripture Lesson – John 15.4-8 
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but 

must remain in the vine. Likewise, you can’t produce fruit unless you remain in 

me.  I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, then 

you will produce much fruit. Without me, you can’t do anything.  If you don’t 

remain in me, you will be like a branch that is thrown out and dries up. Those 

branches are gathered up, thrown into a fire, and burned. If you remain in me and 

my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. 

My Father is glorified when you produce much fruit and in this way prove that you 

are my disciples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem                  “What Shall I Bring to the Lord?”    (Robert C. Lau) 

 

What shall I bring to the Lord when I come to worship Him? 

Shall I bring my best as offering to Him?  What shall I bring? 

Will the Lord require something special from me? 

Oh what shall I bring for a King? 

 

I could bring riches, power; now is the hour to lift our voices and sing. 

I could bring wisdom, glory, I could tell the story of Jesus, my King. 

But hear what the Lord says:  Do justice, have mercy, and walk, 

walk humbly with your God, Walk with God. 

 

 

Gathering Together in Prayer 

Silent Prayer—Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offertory Invitation 

In prayer, we offer our needs and the needs of others to God, along with 

our hopes, fears, and dreams. In practical giving, we offer gifts to God 

that “enlivens” and fleshes out all those prayers, and helps build the 

Realm “on earth, as it is in heaven.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory                              “Bread of Life”                 (Raney) 

At this table, Lord, we lay our burdens down; 

at your feet we humbly kneel to pray. 

At the foot of the cross, we contemplate the cost 

as we share this feast today. 
 

Lord, break your bread of life for me; 

feed my hunger, set my spirit free; 

pour out your grace on me. 

Lord, fill my cup from the fountain of your love, 

Open my eyes that I might see; 

Break your bread of life, Lord, for me. 
 

Lord, we renew our strength; 

from this cup we drink of boundless grace. 

Teach us, Lord, how to share the bounty 

of your care when we leave this holy place. 
 

We worship you, Lord of might and majesty. 

We pray for your guidance from above. 

We remember the sacrifice on Calvary, 

We thank you for your never ending love. 

 

Scripture Lesson:  Micah 4.1-4 
 

4 In days to come 

    the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and shall be raised up above the hills. 

Peoples shall stream to it, 
2     and many nations shall come and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
3 He shall judge between many peoples, 

    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 



    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

    neither shall they learn war any more; 
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 

    and no one shall make them afraid; 

    for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 
 

Sermon                              Pastor Barry Bordenkircher 

 
 

*Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

We Confess And We Celebrate (responsive) 

Lord, we have heard Your call so many times, 

But, we have run away; we have hidden from Your Presence 

Lord, we have seen Your beauty in so many ways, 

But, we have turned away; we have closed our eyes to Your 

Goodness 

Lord, we have felt Your touch in so many gentle encounters 

But, we have shrugged You off; we have shut ourselves from 

Your Love 

And yet, You have not rejected us–ever. You have not ceased to woo 

us–ever. 

You have given Yourself for us, always; and have shown us 

Your immense love again and again. 

You have remained faithful, 

You have continued to care, 

You have showered us with compassion. 

We praise You and thank You for this eternal, immeasurable 

Love. 

We celebrate Your longing for us, and we turn back to You with open 

hearts. 

Forgive us for denying You, and teach us to love with true 

abandon.  In Jesus' Name. Amen. 

 

 



Opening our Eyes to God's Presence 

God is in this place. 

With the eyes of faith we see, and the Word is made visible. 

In communion with God we touch the Word which sustains all 

creation, and we find our true selves 

The Word fills us now, and is expressed in us as praise. 

We believe that God spoke the worlds into existence 

And we believe that when humanity had closed their ears and 

hearts to the Divine Voice, the Word became flesh, living and 

dying so that we could be restored as children of God. 

We believe that God's Holy Spirit continues to speak life to the world, 

and calls us into deep relationship with God, with each other and with 

our world. 

 

Communion Prayer (responsive) 

O God of Self-disclosing love, You deserve to be honored through all 

eternity by all beings earthly and heavenly, seen and unseen. We believe 

that on the night before Love's final Word was spoken through the 

passionate cross Jesus gave us a way to remember the Word, to hear it 

again. 

He took bread and spoke a word of blessing over it. Then as He broke 

the bread, He spoke new meaning into it: 

This, My body, is broken for you.  Eat this and remember Me. 

Through the breaking of bread God speaks, and we share in the life-

nourishing Word. 

As with the bread, Jesus took wine and spoke a word of blessing over it. 

Then, as the wine was shared, He spoke new meaning into it: 

This, My blood, is shed for you.  Drink this and remember Me. 

Through the wine which we drink, God speaks and we share in the 

life-renewing Word. 

 

Whenever this bread is broken, whenever this wine is poured, we 

proclaim Jesus Christ –crucified and risen. Let us prepare our hearts to 

receive this sacrament and the Word it speaks. 

 



Generous God, we come at Your invitation to hear You and to see You, 

to commune with You in this meal.  Consecrate it for us now. We come 

undeserving and in need. You spoke life into us at the first. Speak to us 

again, through this bread and this wine, and let Your Word of life fill our 

senses and our days. Amen. 

[Communion is shared] 

 

*Responsive Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank You, Loving God For sharing this meal with us 

For sharing Your life with us.  For sharing Your promise of eternity with 

us now.  

We go as emissaries of God's love and power, to reconcile the 

divided, to restore the fragmented, and to embrace the rejected 

in His Name. 

To tell the story of a Kingdom where all are welcome and at one. 

Where God's world finds its purpose in the divine, eternal song of love. 

The unearned favor of Christ; the unending love of God; the 

unbroken friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us always. 

Amen. 

 

*Hymn #501      “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  (CWM Rhondda) 
                                               (see last page) 

 

*Responsive Benediction  

 

Postlude                                        “Prelude and Fugue in F”                          (Fischer)                

                                                                                                     

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Preaching Today:  Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 

Liturgist: Kyle Taylor 

Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 

with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 

 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754  



 


