
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
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Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                         “This Is My Father’s World” (arr. by Jeff Nelson)                                  
                                                  
Tower Bell 

 

Responsive Call to Worship 

God hears the cry of the needy, and does not wait for us to call before 

coming to our aid; 

While we were still struggling in our brokenness and sin, God 

in Christ came to us, lived among us, died our death, and rose 

to lead us into life. 

And so we come to worship:  

to offer God our devotion and love, our thanksgiving and 

praise. 

For God is worthy. 

Praise to our God. 

 

Unison Prayer of Adoration & Confession 

Compassionate Christ, You have shown Your love in works of 

healing, forgiveness, and justice, and by giving Yourself to us and 

for us, in Your death and resurrection. Yet we are slow to love and 

to serve, we seek to have our own needs met before caring for the 

needs of others; We fail to give ourselves, and choose instead to 

preserve our safety, our comfort and our privilege. 

Forgive us, heal us, and teach us to live lives of compassion following 

Your example. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Jesus, in extravagant compassion, has already secured our forgiveness, 

and calls us to live as those who are renewed and thankful. Receive this 

grace, and share it.  

We are so grateful; we will go and live differently because of 

what You, Jesus, have done for us. Thank you! All praise is 

Yours. Amen. 



*Gloria Patri                                                                           (Greatorex)                                  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

  

Scripture Lesson – Jeremiah 17.5-10 
Cursed is the strong one who depends on mere humans,  

Who thinks he can make it on muscle alone and sets God aside as dead weight. 

He’s like a tumbleweed on the prairie, out of touch with the good earth. 

He lives rootless and aimless in a land where nothing grows. 

 But blessed is the man who trusts me, God, the woman who sticks with God. 

They’re like trees replanted in Eden, putting down roots near the rivers—never a 

worry through the hottest of summers, never dropping a leaf, serene and calm 

through droughts, bearing fresh fruit every season. 

 The heart is hopelessly dark and deceitful, a puzzle that no one can figure 

out. But I, God, search the heart  and examine the mind. I get to the heart of the 

human. 

    I get to the root of things. Treat them as they really are, not as they pretend to be. 

 

Gathering Together in Prayer 

Silent Prayer—Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offertory Invitation 

Lord God, we are here because you have made it possible.  You made us 

to be your children, in your image.  You have always surrounded us with 

your presence, and in Christ you have shared all that makes us human. 

We give gifts so that the Church can continue that sharing! 

 



Offertory                           “Ancient Words”                (Craig Courtney) 

  

Ancient words, ever true, ancient words, ever true.  

 Ancient words, long preserved, for our walk in this world,  

they resound  with God’s own heart. O let the ancient words impart.  

Words of life, words of hope give us strength, help us cope, 

 in this world where-e’er we roam, ancient words will  guide us home. 

  

Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you,  

we have come with open hearts. O let the ancient words impart.  

  

Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, came to us through sacrifice. 

O heed the faithful words of Christ.  

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world,  

they resound with God’s own heart. O let the ancient words impart. 

  

Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you,  

we have come with open hearts. O let the ancient words impart. 

 

 

Scripture Lesson – Luke 6.17-30 

Count yourself blessed every time someone cuts you down or Coming down 

off the mountain with them, he stood on a plain surrounded by disciples, and was 

soon joined by a huge congregation from all over Judea and Jerusalem, even from 

the seaside towns of Tyre and Sidon. They had come both to hear him and to be 

cured of their diseases. Those disturbed by evil spirits were healed. Everyone was 

trying to touch him—so much energy surging from him, so many people healed! 

Then he spoke: 

You’re blessed when you’ve lost it all. God’s kingdom is there for the finding. 

 

You’re blessed when you’re ravenously hungry. 

Then you’re ready for the Messianic meal. 

 

You’re blessed when the tears flow freely. Joy comes with the morning. 

throws you out, every time someone smears or blackens your name to 

discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and that that 

person is uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—skip like a lamb, if 



you like!—for even though they don’t like it, I do . . . and all heaven applauds. And 

know that you are in good company; my preachers and witnesses have always been 

treated like this. 

 

But it’s trouble ahead if you think you have it made. 

What you have is all you’ll ever get. 

And it’s trouble ahead if you’re satisfied with yourself. 

Your self will not satisfy you for long. 

 

And it’s trouble ahead if you think life’s all fun and games. 

There’s suffering to be met, and you’re going to meet it. 

 

There’s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of others, saying 

what flatters them, doing what indulges them. Popularity contests are not truth 

contests—look how many scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors! 

Your task is to be true, not popular. 

 

To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them 

bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, 

respond with the supple moves of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in 

the face, stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, gift wrap your best 

coat and make a present of it. If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the 

occasion to practice servant life. No more payback. Live generously. 

 

Sermon                                  Get Over Your Self     

                                     Pastor Barry Bordenkircher 

 
 

*Hymn #603        “In Christ There Is No East or West”           (St Peter) 
                                               (see last page) 

 

Benediction 

Go into your life and into the world this week peacefully. 

Be humbly assertive, compassionately tough, prayerfully active, and if 

others should scorn your faith, go on your way rejoicing that you share 

the fortune of Jesus. 

The unwearying fellowship of the Creator, Redeemer and Counselor, 

will be with you now and always. Amen! 



Postlude                                                  “Finale”                          (Andrew Moore)                    

                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Preaching Today:  Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 

Liturgist: Tom Williams 

Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 

with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 

 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


