
SMALL GROUPS/SPIRITUAL FORMATION SURVEY 
St. John UCC – Newport,  Kentucky 

Thank you for completing this quick survey!  As we were able, we hope to begin more in-person meetings for small groups, Bible 

studies, prayer groups, etc., both for our congregation and the wider community. By taking part in this survey you will  be helping us 

to plan, and to discern topics or groups show the most promise for investing staff time and resources. Names are optional—but, if you 

choose to let us know who you are, you will automatically be placed in a free prize drawing to win a free book of your choice for one of 

the groups or classes offered! Any specific groups  book, or topics mentioned below are briefly described after the survey questions, so 

PLEASE look them over carefuly as you ponder what your choices might be! Once again, THANKS! 
 

1. In general, what kind of adult class or group would you be likely to participate in?  

Check one for each choice: 

   YES  NO         MAYBE 
 

Bible Study 

(Short term, specific books) 

 

Bible Study 

(Long-term, e.g., Disciple) 
 

Prayer Group  

(e.g., study on different TYPES of prayer) 
 

Meditation Group 

 

Book Studies… 

by Adam Hamilton 

• When Christians Get It Wrong 

• Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White 

• Making Sense of the Bible 
 

by Benjamin Corey 

• Unafraid 

 

by Richard Rohr  

• Immortal Diamond 

• The Universal Christ 

• Falling Upwards 

 

by Diana Butler Bass 

• Grounded 
 

 

2. The best DAY and TIME for me is (check all that apply): 
 

☐ Sunday BEFORE Worship  

☐ Sunday AFTER Worship 

☐ Weekday mornings  (Specify best days: ________________________ ) 

☐ Weekday Afternoons  (Specify best days: ______________________ )  

☐ Weeknights  (Specify best days: ________________________ )  

 
3. Do you have suggested topic?  NAME IT! _______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

4. OPTIONAL: Your Name _______________________________________   Email or Phone ________________________ 

 



SMALL GROUPS/SPIRITUAL FORMATION SURVEY, continued 

 

ADAM HAMILTON BOOKS   Adam Hamilton is the senior pastor of The United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in  Leawood, Kansas, where he preaches to more than 8,000 per week. Adam writes and teaches on 
life’s tough questions, the doubts with which we all wrestle, and the challenging issues we face today. He explores 
the “gray” areas that present themselves when the Bible’s teachings and life experiences cross paths. 
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLE   --  Adam Hamilton invites us into an honest conversation about the Bible. The book 
begins with foundational questions such as, How and when was the Bible written? Who decided which books made it into the scriptures 
and why? How literally must we read it? And, Is the Bible ever wrong? From there, Hamilton considers the real 
questions people frequently ask that continue to divide Christians and denominations alike, including: 
➢   Were Adam and Eve real people? 
➢   Why is God so violent in the Old Testament? 
➢  Why would Paul command women to "keep silent in the church"? 
➢  Is Jesus the only way to salvation? • How does God view homosexual people? 
➢  Is the Book of Revelation a guide to the End Times? 
 In approachable and inviting language, Hamilton addresses these often-misunderstood biblical themes leading readers 
to a deeper appreciation of the Bible so that we might hear God speak through it and find its words to be life-changing 
and life-giving. 
 
WHEN CHRISTIANS GET IT WRONG  --  More and more young adults have opted out of Christianity and the church. The 
reason? Christians.  When young adults talk about the problems they have with Christianity and the church, they often 
name certain attitudes and behaviors they believe are practiced too often by Christians: judging others, condemning 
people of other faiths, rejecting science, injecting politics into faith, and being anti-homosexual. With his familiar style, 
Adam Hamilton tackles these issues and addresses the how’s and why’s of Christians getting it right when it comes to 
being Christ in the world. Those who read When Christians Get It Wrong will gain a different way of understanding the 
issues that keep people away from Christianity and keep Christians from living a more compelling faith. Because, 
honestly, if we don’t start getting it right, we may lose an entire generation. 
 
SEEING GRAY IN A WORLD OF BLACK AND WHITE -- Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening positions held by 
people less and less willing to listen to one another. No one agrees on what to do about it. One solution that hasn’t yet been tried, says 
Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith to model for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful 
conversation on the political, moral, and religious issues that divide us. Hamilton rejects the easy assumptions and 
sloppy analysis of black and white thinking, seeking instead the truth that resides on all sides of the issues, and offering 
a faithful and compassionate way forward. A five-session DVD/book resource featuring Adam Hamilton teaching these 
concepts for group study.  
➢ Where Faith and Politics Meet 
➢ Christ Christians and the Culture Wars 
➢ How should we live, The Ethics of Jesus 
➢ Spiritual Maturity and Seeing Gray 

➢ What Would Jesus Say to America? 

 

BEN COREY -- UNAFRAID  
The creator of the popular Formerly Fundie blog on Patheos and a prominent figure within Progressive Christianity 
explains how the "American Christianity" we are currently taught is actually a fear-saturated distortion of biblical faith. 
Benjamin L. Corey thought he was suffering a crisis of faith, but it turned out to be a spiritual awakening. Corey became 
aware that the constant fear of hell and judgment that defined his Christian faith was out of sync with the idea that God 
acts from love, and promises to deliver us from fear. In the wake of this realization came newfound insights--from 
reading the Bible to re-examining American life and the church's role in the wider world. Corey learned that what he had 
been taught was a distorted version of Christianity that was not only untrue but caused real spiritual harm.  He also 
discovered that he wasn't alone. Many Christians are yearning to distinguish between the Christianity that has become 
a rigid American civil religion and the authentic Christian faith embodied in Jesus. As he recounts his own spiritual 
journey, Corey offers a powerful and inspiring message of hope for every Christian increasingly frustrated with the church today. Do not be 
discouraged, he assures them. You do not need to give up your faith; you can rediscover the reality of a vibrant Christianity that delivers us 
from fear and inspires and guides us all today. 

 

DISCIPLE I - Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study   (A “long term” study)  
DISCIPLE is a program of disciplined Bible study aimed at developing strong Christian leaders and disciples! The study gives 
the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. Th study draws 
upon the work of contemporary biblical scholars, the personal Bible reading and study of the participant, and dynamic 
group discussion to aid understanding of the Bible. DISCIPLE 1 serves as the basis for the whole Disciple series. Over the 
course of 34 weeks, the study covers the entire Bible (Old and New Testaments) following the biblical story from Creation 
to the New Jerusalem. Each weekly meeting is 90 mins. to 2 hours in length. The cost is approximately $50 for all materials 
(if interested, do NOT let the cost stop you—Pastor Barry will try and help out as much as possible with the cost!). 



SMALL GROUPS/SPIRITUAL FORMATION SURVEY, continued 
 

DIANA BUTLER BASS – Grounded  (Winner of the RNA Book Award, Nautilus Award, and Wilbur Award)  
The headlines are clear: religion is on the decline in America as many people leave behind traditional religious practices. 
Diana Butler Bass, historian and leading researcher and commentator on religion, politics, and culture argues that what 

appears to be a decline actually signals a major transformation in how people understand and 
experience God. The distant God of conventional religion has given way to a more intimate sense of 
the sacred that is with us in the world. This shift, from a vertical understanding of God to a God found 
on the horizons of nature and human community, is at the heart of a spiritual revolution that 
surrounds us — and that is challenging not only religious institutions but political and social ones as 
well.  Grounded explores this cultural turn as Bass unpacks how people are finding new spiritual 
ground by discovering and embracing God everywhere in the world around us—in the soil, the water, 
the sky, in our homes and neighborhoods, and in the global commons. Faith is no longer a matter of 

mountaintop experience or institutional practice; instead, people are connecting with God through the environment in which we live. 
Grounded guides readers through our contemporary spiritual habitat as it points out and pays attention to the ways in which people 
experience a God who animates creation and community.  Bass brings her understanding of the latest research and studies and her deep 
knowledge of history and theology to Grounded. She cites news, trends, data, and pop culture, weaves in spiritual texts and ancient 
traditions, and pulls it all together through stories of her own and others' spiritual journeys. Grounded observes and reports a radical 
change in the way many people understand God and how they practice faith. In doing so, Bass invites readers to join  this emerging 
spiritual revolution, find a revitalized expression of faith, and change the world. 
 

RICHARD ROHR BOOKS 
 

Immortal Diamond  -- In his 
bestselling book Falling 
Upward, Richard Rohr talked 
about ego (or the False Self) and 
how it gets in the way of spiritual 
maturity. But if there's a False 
Self, is there also a True Self? 

What is it? 
How is it 
found? Why 
does it 
matter? And 
what does it 
have to do 
with the spiritual journey? This book likens True Self to a diamond, buried deep within us, formed under the intense 
pressure of our lives, that must be searched for, uncovered, separated from all the debris of ego that surrounds it. In a 

sense True Self must, like Jesus, be resurrected, and that process is not resuscitation but transformation. Fr. Rohr shows how to navigate 
spiritually difficult terrain with clear vision and tools to uncover our True Selves and examines the fundamental issues of who we are and 
helps us on our path of spiritual maturity Immortal Diamond (whose title is taken from a line in a Gerard Manley Hopkins poem) explores 
the deepest questions of identity, spirituality, and meaning in Richard Rohr's inimitable style. 
 

The Universal Christ  --  From one of the world’s most influential spiritual thinkers, a long-awaited book exploring 
what it means that Jesus was called “Christ”, and how this forgotten truth can restore hope and meaning to our lives.  In his 
decades as a globally recognized teacher, Richard Rohr has helped millions realize what is at stake in matters of faith and 
spirituality. Yet Rohr has never written on the most perennially talked about topic in Christianity: Jesus. Most know who 
Jesus was, but who was Christ? Is the word simply Jesus’s last name? Too often, Rohr writes, our understandings have been 
limited by culture, religious debate, and the human tendency to put ourselves at the center.  Drawing on scripture, history, 
and spiritual practice, Rohr articulates a transformative view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work 
in the world.  “God loves things by becoming them,” he writes, and Jesus’s life was meant to declare that humanity has 
never been separate from God - except by its own negative choice. When we recover this fundamental truth, faith becomes 
less about proving Jesus was God, and more about learning to recognize the Creator’s presence all around us, and in everyone we meet.  
Thought-provoking, practical, and full of deep hope and vision, The Universal Christ is a landmark book from one of our most beloved 
spiritual writers, and an invitation to contemplate how God liberates and loves all that is. 
 

Falling Upwards --  In Falling Upward, Fr. Richard Rohr seeks to help readers understand the tasks of the two halves of 
life and to show them that those who have fallen, failed, or "gone down" are the only ones who understand "up." Most of us 
tend to think of the second half of life as largely about getting old, dealing with health issues, and letting go of life, but the 
whole thesis of this book is exactly the opposite. What looks like falling down can largely be experienced as "falling upward." 
In fact, it is not a loss but somehow actually a gain, as we have all seen with elders who have come to their fullness. He 
explains why the second half of life can and should be full of spiritual richness and offers a new view of how spiritual growth 
happens. This important book explores the counterintuitive message that we grow spiritually much more by doing wrong 
than by doing right--a fresh way of thinking about spirituality that grows throughout life. 


