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A Message from Rev. Barry Bordenkircher
IT’S EASTER!!—the season of new life, new
courage, and renewed hope! What better time
to begin an extended and intentional focus on
the future of St. John’s UCC!
This month your church leaders are going to
begin exactly that--starting an intentional
process of looking toward the future. Notice
how twice already I have used the word
“intentional;” that’s because it is important
(more about that to come!).
St. John's Church has been through this process in the past several
times. I know this because I've seen some of the reports from those
visioning processes and long-range planning teams. I commend the
church for doing this in the past, because far too many churches do not
have the wisdom to engage in long-term planning or vision discernment.
In the past, some of the things that were discerned were done, and some
were not…which is usually the case with any kind of strategic planning.
And many of the changes recommended in past visioning efforts were
“structural” changes…remember the TYPES of change I wrote about in
the November Visitor? In the past, SJUCC has mainly focused on “First
Order” change (tweaking, improving what is, incremental, reversible, not
that difficult).
But things are different now. We all know the church has changed
drastically, and for years (decades really) it has been caught up in widecontinued on next page

ranging, unrelenting social changes across our culture and across the
world. And like every church, SJUCC has also experienced internal
shifts, traumas, and realignments. ALL of which means that stuff which
worked two decades ago, or two years ago, or two weeks ago, will
probably not work well (if at all) in the future.
So, your leadership will be taking time to intentionally (there’s that
word again) look at what needs to happen, and what needs to change. For
some time (months at least), the main thing we’ll be doing is learning;
we will be seeking to understand the cultural and religious shifts we have
been living through, looking intentionally at how they affect the church
and the community around us…and then explore some ways in which we
can intentionally respond.
In short, we will be starting the process of revisioning St. John’s
UCC…of embracing and adopting renewed purpose and mission for
THIS time and THIS place. With intention.
At this point I toss in a scripture that you've probably heard before,
Proverbs 29.18, in three versions…first, the good ol’ King James
version: Where there is no vision, the people perish. Second, the New
American Standard Bible (annotated): Where there is no revelation the
people are unrestrained. And the full verse in The Message version: If
people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves;
But when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed.
The KJV is short and to the point: no vision means no future. The
NASB clarifies what is meant by “vison” – it is a REVELATION,
something revealed to God’s people that they previously did not know or
previously did not understand. I.e., a revelation comes to you from
beyond yourself and from beyond what you already know. It is divinely
sent…it is a gift. It is “super” natural. Then The Message makes the
whole thing pretty clear! For a church, vision is seeing what (and how)
God sees; it is paying attention to what God will REVEAL—discerning
what God will show those who seek divine guidance and direction. And
last, those who follow that direction are blessed—they “bear good fruit,”
they are fulfilled and at peace.
continued on next page
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Still with me? OK…this is where that INTENTION things becomes
REAL. If our church wants to prosper and not perish, if we want to be
blessed and want to BE a blessing in the future, we must want (and seek
to know) where God wants to take us in the future—this becomes our
NUMBER ONE PRIORITY… FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH. Simple
enough, huh?
Well…I will do another newsletter article on that—on the whole
SEEKING thing and what that entails—but for the moment, let me say
that seeking a divine revelation—a VISION—will require ongoing and
energized INTENTION. It does not “just happen” because you want it to.
It does not just magically fall out the of the sky if you prayerfully ask for
it…though it does require prayer and will NOT happen without prayer!
In other words, WE GOTTA WANT IT. All of us must want it. We
most ALL be ready to help discern God’s guidance and direction. All of
us. This work will involve the whole congregation at several points along
the way. Everyone will have a part in the process. And it takes persistent
work and applied energy. Once begun, the road must be traveled. Once
we start, there is no stopping until we have a revelation from God beyond
dispute!
INTENTIONS!

So… as we start, I ask for your prayer for our church leaders. Our first
“mini-retreat” to begin discernment is Saturday, May 14. The Leadership
Team itself will likely be undergoing some changes---it’s current
structure is too large and cumbersome for the church we are today. But
we have to start somewhere…and we are reading together a book for
discussion called Our Iceberg Is Melting. Here is the book summary from
Amazon:
Based on the award-winning work of Harvard Business
School’s John Kotter, it’s a story about penguins who live
on an iceberg near the coast of Antarctica. One curious
bird discovers a potentially devastating problem
threatening their home—and almost no one listens to him.
The characters in the story—Fred, Alice, Louis, Buddy,
the Professor, and No No—are like people you probably
recognize in your own organization, including yourself.
continued on next page
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Their tale is one of resistance to change and heroic
action, seemingly intractable obstacles and clever tactics
for dealing with those obstacles. The penguins offer an
inspiring model as we all struggle to adapt to new
circumstances.
We are moving forward with intention! And it will take quite some time
to start fully living God’s revealed future —years, probably. Not
months, but years. First, we have to carefully discern that future and
receive a vison; then start embracing it. Then we must start equipping/
restructuring SJUCC to fulfill that vision.
It won’t always be easy. There will be struggles and choke points. There
will be some frustrations and blind alleys. And there will be joys and
revelations and victories. But above all, there will be—with enough
INTENTION—a new unity, a renewed hope, and a revitalized faith for
all. There will be a vital, GOD-BREATHED future for the church. What
could be better?
SHALOM – Pastor Barry
A Beautiful Easter!
What a beautiful Easter service we had on Easter Sunday. The music in
the service was wonderful! We want to thank the Choir and Choral
Scholars for their amazing singing. It was powerful and inspirational.
We also want to thank our brass, timpani and piano players (all CCM
students) for making the service joyful and uplifting. We thank Dobin
for preparing the choir and the instrumentalists for the service and for his
excellent direction during the service. We value our choir and musicians
here at St. John’s, and are thankful for their contributions to our
worship. We are also grateful to everyone who supports our music
ministry either by their contributions or with encouragement. Thanks to
all!!
Blessings,

Michael
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Participating in Spoleto
From May 14th until June 12th, our Choral Director Dobin
Park along with Choral Scholars Jisoo Bae and Aaron McKone will be
participating in the Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South Carolina. The
Spoleto Festival is one of the leading American music festivals for talented musicians. You must audition to be a part of the festival and it is
an honor to be chosen. At Spoleto Festival, world-renowned musicians,
selected through intense national auditions, produce various performances including opera, dance, theater and orchestra. Dobin, Aaron and Jisoo
will be singing in Beethoven’s 9th symphony, also known as the Choral
Symphony, under the direction of Dr. Joe Miller. Dr. Miller is head of
Choral Studies at CCM. In addition, Dobin and Aaron will sing in the
opera chorus for the production of La Boheme by Puccini. The opera
will be directed by Vimbayi Kaziboni. They are all excited to be going
to Charleston and to be making music in such a prestigious environment. We are so excited that they will experience this great opportunity
and will look forward to hearing all about it when they return to us in
June!
Congratulations & Farewell Justin!
On Sunday, April 24th, we said goodbye to Choral Scholar Justin
Burgess. Justin has been a Choral Scholar for four years, leading the
bass section in our Chancel Choir. Congratulations to Justin who will be
moving to Washington D.C. to join the National Opera Company at
Kennedy Center. We thanked Justin and presented him with a gift in our
worship service. We are so blessed to have such talented vocal students
as part of our music ministry. Thanks Justin, we will miss you, but are
excited for all the amazing things that lay ahead in your career!!
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Congratulations Lilyanne & Dobin
On Sunday, April 24th, a wonderful afternoon
was experienced by all who attended Dobin and
Lilyanne’s recital. It was music-making of the
highest order. Lilyanne, at age 15, is a remarkable talent, and Dobin showed his incredible
piano skills to the fullest. Thanks to everyone
who took the time to come and support these
two amazing musicians!!

A Message from our Leadership Team President
Dear Members of St. John’s,
Easter Sunday is past, but what an Easter service we had!! We had 155
people worshiping with us that Sunday. Not only did we have a meaningful message, we also had great music and camaraderie.
Hopefully this will be something new; maybe a restart for St. John’s.
We saw many people that we had not seen for awhile. We pray for their
regular future attendance.
St. John’s is a wonderful place with great people, great surroundings,
wonderful music and a commitment to your spiritual wellness. We pray,
on your behalf, that you will continue to attend and worship with us. If
you are not a regular member, just come back. Worship is a vital part of
our lives and we can all help each other during these very difficult
times. Most of you have had a hand in the development, longevity and
prospering of St. John’s.
Please pray for our church/your church. TEAM work can work for all of
us and it can be the backbone of our lives.
We hope to see you next week, but if not, then on Mother’s Day.
Respectfully yours,
Jan Knepshield
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Palm Sunday and St. John’s Easter Egg Hunt
On Sunday, April 10th, St. John’s celebrated Palm Sunday with our traditional parade of the palms with our children from St. John’s participating
in the parade. We thank Lexi and Reese Carmony, Jisoo Bae and Hyein
Hong for leading the parade with a lyrical dance routine. After Sunday
worship the kids enjoyed an Easter Egg hunt on the front lawn. Thank
you to Kyle Taylor, Lexi and Reese Carmony and Winston Haas for hiding all of those Easter eggs! What a wonderful and blessed Sunday!
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Easter Bunny Helpers
We would like to thank Judy Slater, Cheryl
Bordenkircher, Jan and Darlene Knepshield
for all their help with stuffing Easter eggs
for the Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday.
Hours were spent sorting and stuffing eggs
for the egg hunt that our kids here at St.
John’s enjoyed on Palm Sunday. Special
thanks to the kindergarten students from
Trent Montessori who also helped stuff eggs
for us before their spring break. Thanks to
everyone for all of your hard work!!
Thank You St. John’s
Thank you to everyone who donated candy for our Easter Egg Hunt this
year. This was a wonderful success as we had so much candy to fill all
those eggs. The kids had an enjoyable time finding the Easter eggs on our
front lawn filled with all kinds of candy. Thank you to everyone!
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Thank You Ralph Schoulthies
A big thank you to Ralph Schoulthies for providing a wonderful Easter
breakfast for everyone on Easter morning here at St. John’s. We thank
Ralph for taking the time to purchase everything for the breakfast and
for setting out a beautiful buffet and for cleaning up afterwards. Ralph
always goes out of his way for the people here at St. John’s every
Sunday morning and Easter morning was no different. Thank you to
Carol Thompson, Julie Ollier and Mike Hanson for helping Ralph with
this Easter breakfast. We appreciate everyone’s hard work
and dedication to make this breakfast happen after a short
hiatus due to Covid. Thank you to Ralph and all his
helpers!!
Thank You Carol Fickenscher

We thank Carol Fickenscher for her hard work and dedication with
decorating our sanctuary this Easter season We all enjoyed the
beauty of the spring flowers that were displayed throughout the
church thanks to her hard work. Thank you Carol!

Trent Montessori Students Say Thank You St. John’s!
The students from Trent Montessori School were all smiles and laughter
when they received their Easter bags filled with candy and treats thanks
to St. John’s.

We want to thank Carol Fickenscher for assembling 110 treat
bags for the students of Trent and our kids at St. John’s.
Congratulations St. John’s on another successful outreach
Project!
An Easter Surprise for Our Kids at St. John’s
On Easter morning each child in attendance received a small
bag full of candy and small treats. We hope that this small
gesture provided smiles for all of our kids. Happy Easter to
everyone!!
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Prayer Ministry
Blessings –Welcome May
May you be happy
May you be well
May you be safe
May you find comfort
May you have strength
May you have courage
May you find healing
May you have peace
May you have joy
May you be filled with loving kindness
MAY YOU BE BLESSED TODAY ALWAYS!!
HELLO MAY!!
Bring us new hope
And make our lives
Beautiful like spring flowers.
A Morning Prayer
May God bless your day and
Keep you safe from harm and more
And may you have a better day
Than the one before.

Welcome Baby Sabrina
Congratulations to Samantha McIntosh and Jimmy Field on the birth
of their daughter Sabrina Victoria. Sabrina was born on Thursday,
April 14, 2022 and weighed 6lbs 13oz and was 19 1/2 inches long.
The proud great-grandmother is Bonnie Walter. Congratulations to
everyone!
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East Row Garden Tour
St. John’s United Church of Christ is proud to be partnering with the East
Row for their East Row Garden Tour. The Garden Tour will be taking
place on June 4th & 5th from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Music, food,
vendor booths, and of course the lovely garden tour are sure to make for
a wonderful start to the summer. Anyone that is willing to be a volunteer
can call the church office to sign up. This is a great opportunity for us to
show off our church and tell everyone what makes St. John’s so
wonderful! We will have a sign-up sheet in the lobby off of the parking
lot beginning the middle of May. Stay tuned for more details and
announcements in the upcoming month.

Thank You Flo Grey
Thank you to Flo Grey for her donation in Dan Grey’s memory for a
new alarm system for the church. Dan and Flo have done so much for
the church through the years and this is no exception. What a
wonderful way to honor and remember Dan as this donation for a new
alarm system will keep our church safe and secure. Thank you Flo!

Thank You St. John’s
I would like to take a moment to thank the Leadership Team and the
members of St. John’s for the lovely card and gift card that I received
for Administrative Professionals Day on April 27th. It was an
extremely nice gesture and I appreciate being remembered and thought
of very much. I love my job here at St. John’s and love helping the
people I serve each day. Thank you again to
everyone!
Kelli Taylor
Office Administrator, St. John’s UCC
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue
to stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to
access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church
website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the
worship services in several different ways:
Video
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m.
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are
multiple ways to access the video of the
worship service.
St. John’s UCC website
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport
St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5
Comments From Our Online Worshippers

Love this thanks so much. Went there many years ago then moved to
California. Taught Sunday school there and sang in the choir.
Sharon Ebert-Service from April 17th
It’s truly wonderful to be able to see and hear services, from far away, at
the church in which I was raised. Thanking you all for the beautiful,
inspiring words and music of the Resurrection today and so much
appreciating the wonderful feeling of being home again in this beautiful
church with your magnificent organ playing, Mike. I also loved the 2020
Zoom “Hallelujah Chorus”! Happy Easter to you all!!
Diane Popp Lieser-Service from April 17th

A positive that came out of Covid.
Donna Hoffman-Service from April 17th
Thank you! Beautiful service.
Diane Popp Lieser-Service from April 10th
continued on next page 12

That was beautiful.
Linda Morehead-Service from April 10th
I attended your online service on Easter Sunday and really appreciated
your sermon. It was a message I needed to hear at that time. I have been
listening recently on several Sundays and appreciate it since I have a
Sunday volunteer commitment. The enclosed donation is sent with my
thanks.
Linda Morehead-Service from April 17th
Hebron, KY
Our Wonderful Kids at St. John’s UCC
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Graduate Recognition
During worship on Sunday, June 19th St. John’s
will be recognizing the graduates in our midst.
If you know of someone graduating from High School,
College, University or another academic institution, please contact the
church office to let us know. Thank you!
Memorial Day Roll of Remembrance
If you are a church member and would like to add a member of your
family to update our Military Roll of Remembrance for Memorial Day
2022, please contact the church office.
Please note that names featured in previous years will be included
again, and there is no need to re-submit them. Thank you!
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May Birthdays
May Birthdays

May 1st: Bette Kendrick
May 3rd: Amy Greenert & Peytan Rice
May 4th: Mary Haas
May 10th: Robert Hasse & Alison Morris
May 12th: Glenn Hughes
May 15th: Flo Grey & Alesha Hughes
May 16th: Jennifer Franzen
May 17th: Dave Coppage & Bonnie Walter
May 21st: Janet Ginter
May 22nd: Brandon Rice
May 27th: Jerry Larmann & Lois Von Strohe
May 29th: Margaret Deaton
May 30th: Brooklyn Greenert

May Anniversaries

May 1th: Julie & Charles Croley (33 years)
May 18th: Kathy & Larry Spaulding (47 years)
May 22nd: Patricia & James Penrod, Jr. (29 years)
May 24th: Vanessa Nichols & Jim Vago (19 years)

St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to
our friends and family celebrating during the month of May!
May Homebound Members of the Week

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the
week for the month of May. We appreciate and celebrate these
individuals as our members of the week!
May 1st: Robert Hasse-Birthday 05/10
May 8th: Bonnie Walter-Birthday 05/17
May 15th: Peggy Westlund
May 22nd: Phil Hamilton
May 29th: John Westlund
Next Visitor Deadline: Thursday, May 26, 2022
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and
fill out the appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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Puzzles for Kids & Kids at Heart
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In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Food Pantry
In Loving Memory of Donna Schuchter ~ Anonymous
In Loving Memory of Virginia Adams ~ Anonymous
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner
In Loving Memory of Beverly Bill ~ Barbara Bill
Music Fund
In Loving Memory of Dan Grey ~ Judy Eads
In loving Memory of Sally Walters ~ Judy Eads
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Barbara Coppage
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Keith & Lisa Daniels
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Barbara Runge
In Loving Memory of Beverly Bill ~ Keith & Lisa Daniels
Memorial Fund
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ James & Betina Malone
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Ruth Sandner Stewart
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Roger Haas
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Julie Ollier
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Linda Kleier
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Vance & Mary Jo Patterson
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Beth Hudepohl
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Fred & Mary Espenscheid
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Jane Woodruff
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Steve & Jeri McLane
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Earnest Brady, Sr.
In Loving Memory of Beverly Bill ~ Patricia Simon
In Loving Memory of Beverly Bill ~ Elizabeth & Daniel Morgan
In Loving Memory of Sally Walters ~ William Seibert
In Loving Memory of Don Berkemeyer ~ Lois Bazhaw
In Loving Memory of Dan Grey ~ Flo Grey
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund
In Loving Memory of Don Haas ~ Robert & Betty Hasse
General Fund
In Loving Memory of Don Berkemeyer ~ Robert & Betty Hasse
Sunday School
In Loving Memory of Beverly Bill ~ Diane Osterhage

New Alarm System
In Loving Memory of Dan Grey ~ Flo Grey
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