
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
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Thoughts of Preparation 

I think the unnamed disciple of Luke 11:1 wanted to learn more about Jesus’ love 

for God and his intense desire to see God’s reign come to full fruition. “Teach us to 

pray” is about equivalent to “Show us your heart” or “Tell us — what is it like to 

be in communion with God?” Don’t turn to Jesus and scripture for ruminations on 

techniques, models, and “best practices.”  Go there to discover what love looks like 

— love in action, love for God and neighbor.  

 – Dr. Matt Skinner (workingpreacher.org) 

 

Praying is talking to the Universe. Meditation is listening to it. 

 – Paulo Coelho 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

Prelude  “The Lord’s Prayer with Rachmaninoff” (Arr. By Hye-an Kim)                       
                                                   
 

Tower Bell 

  

 

*Call to Worship  (Responsive) 

Though we run hot and cold, fickle and changing in our faith,  

Your love, O God, remains certain and constant. 

Though we grow tired and disillusioned, bored and distracted far too 

easily,  

Your love stays true to the end.  

Though we allow grief, anger, selfishness, and a thousand other things to 

turn us away from grace and mercy, 

Your love refuses to let go; we praise and thank You, O 

God, for Your relentless love, 

For it’s abundant availability, and for so flooding our lives with love, 

that some must, inevitably overflow and warm others with its touch. 

Help us be more faithful in, and focused on, loving You and 

our neighbors. Amen. 

 



*Unison Gathering Prayer 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. Where there is hatred, 

let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, 

faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so 

much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to 

understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying to SELF 

that we are born to all fullness of LIFE. Amen. 

 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                           (Greatorex) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

  

 

 

Scripture Lesson:  Genesis 18:20-32   [The Message] 
God continued, “The cries of the victims in Sodom and Gomorrah are 

deafening; the sin of those cities is immense. I’m going down to see for myself, see 

if what they’re doing is as bad as it sounds. Then I’ll know.” 

 The men set out for Sodom, but Abraham stood in God’s path, blocking his 

way. 

 Abraham confronted him, “Are you serious? Are you planning on getting rid 

of the good people right along with the bad? What if there are fifty decent people 

left in the city; will you lump the good with the bad and get rid of the lot? 

Wouldn’t you spare the city for the sake of those fifty innocents? I can’t believe 

you’d do that, kill off the good and the bad alike as if there were no difference 

between them. Doesn’t the Judge of all the Earth judge with justice?” 

 God said, “If I find fifty decent people in the city of Sodom, I’ll spare the 

place just for them.” 

 Abraham came back, “Do I, a mere mortal made from a handful of dirt, dare 

open my mouth again to my Master? What if the fifty fall short by five—would 

you destroy the city because of those missing five?” 



He said, “I won’t destroy it if there are forty-five.” Abraham spoke up again, 

“What if you only find forty?” “Neither will I destroy it if for forty.” He said, 

“Master, don’t be irritated with me, but what if only thirty are found?” 

“No, I won’t do it if I find thirty.” He pushed on, “I know I’m trying your patience, 

Master, but how about for twenty?” “I won’t destroy it for twenty.” He wouldn’t 

quit, “Don’t get angry, Master—this is the last time. What if you only come up 

with ten?” “For the sake of only ten, I won’t destroy the city.” 

 

 

Gathering Together in Prayer  

Prayer Concerns  –  Silent Prayer  –  Pastoral Prayer 
  

The Lord’s Prayer                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Offertory Invitation 

Hospitality-a warm, grace-filled welcome-is generosity.  Each child of 

God is called to extend God’s own generous hospitality. Our gifts help 

this graceful ministry to flourish and to grow and to give glory to God. 

Let’s gather our gifts and offer them to God in gratitude and praise. 

 

Offertory                        "The Lord’s Prayer”                (Lee Dengler)  

                                                    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

                                                    hallowed by Thy name. 

                                          Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done 

                                                    on earth as it is in heaven. 

                                             Give us this day our daily bread 

                                    Forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

                                                and lead us not into temptation, 

                                                     but deliver us from evil. 

                                        For Thine is the kingdom, the power and 

                                             the glory, for ever and ever, amen. 

          



Scripture Lesson:  Luke 11:1-13  [The Message] 
One day he was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 

disciples said, “Master, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.”  So he 

said, “When you pray, say, Father, reveal who you are. Set the world right. Keep 

us alive with three square meals. Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.” 

 Then he said, “Imagine what would happen if you went to a friend in the 

middle of the night and said, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread. An old friend 

traveling through just showed up, and I don’t have a thing on hand.’ 

“The friend answers from his bed, ‘Don’t bother me. The door’s locked; my 

children are all down for the night; I can’t get up to give you anything.’ 

“But let me tell you, even if he won’t get up because he’s a friend, if you stand 

your ground, knocking and waking all the neighbors, he’ll finally get up and get 

you whatever you need. 

 “Here’s what I’m saying: Ask and you’ll get; seek and you’ll find; knock 

and the door will open. “Don’t bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you 

need. This is not a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we’re in. If your little boy 

asks for a serving of fish, do you scare him with a live snake on his plate? If your 

little girl asks for an egg, do you trick her with a spider? As bad as you are, you 

wouldn’t think of such a thing—you’re at least decent to your own children. And 

don’t you think the Father who conceived you in love will give the Holy Spirit 

when you ask him?” 

 

 

Sermon     “The Great, Mad, Loving, Punishing, Healing, Killing,  

 Generous, Jealous Cosmic Vending Machine” 

                                           Pastor Barry Bordenkircher 

 

 

Hymn # 358               “Love Divine,  All Loves Excelling”         (Beecher) 

                                                (see last page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Benediction 
Go now as people in whom love and fidelity embrace; peace and justice kiss. Live 

your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, full of thanksgiving. And may God 

give good gifts in answer to your prayers. May Christ Jesus establish you in the 

faith; and may the Holy Spirit pour out heaven’s riches upon you. 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Postlude                      “Jubilate Deo”                                  (Benoit) 
 

                                       

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Preaching Today:  Barry Bordenkircher 

Liturgist: Rose Wendling 

Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 

with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Today’s Call to Worship is adapted from “Relentless Love,” by John van de 

Laaar, from Sacredise (https://sacredise.com/relentless-love/). 

The Unison Gathering Prayer is anonymous, and is often called “The Prayer of 

St. Francis,” (thought it can be traced back to France just prior to WW1). 

The Offertory Dedication is adapted from Discipleship Ministries ((United 

Methodist  - https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/). 

The Benediction  is from  LAUGHINGBIRD - Liturgical Resources with an 

Australian Voice  (https://laughingbird.net/index.php/occasion/cp12/2022-07-24/) 
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