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ST. JOHN’S HELPING WITH DISASTER RESPONSE! 
 

  AT THE END of last year and the beginning of this year, it was horrible 
tornadoes and violent storms in the western part of the state. Now a little 
over halfway through the year, it's horrible, historically unprecedented 
flooding caused by over a FOOT of rain  (and then some) in Eastern 
Kentucky. So instead of my usual article this month, let me share with 
you all several ways that you can help and make a difference. 
      FIRST OF ALL, at our August meeting of St. John's Leadership 
Team (August 13) I am going to request that the church send a minimum 
of $1,500 to the state's Emergency Flood Relief Fund (see below). This is 
by far the quickest and most effective manner to help out with disaster 
relief. If you would like to ADD to this amount, we could send an even 
larger amount, maybe even $2500 to $3,000 (or more!). In addition to our 
regular Sunday offering on August 14, we will take a special offering 
for Eastern Kentucky flood relief during worship, and add that to the 
amount we send from SJUCC. For those who do not use online 
technology or do any kind of online donations, this is the BEST option to 
offer direct aid for flood relief. 
     FOR THOSE WHO ARE comfortable with online giving, and who do 
not want to wait until August 14, here are some ways to quickly offer 
direct financial aid for flood victims. First go to this web address: https://
secure.kentucky.gov/FormServices/Finance/EKYFloodRelief. This will 
take you to the official state website for EK flood relief efforts, Team 

Eastern Kentucky Flood Relief Fund. As you can see in this screen 
capture below, they have made it easy to give from $5 to $2000 with the 
click of a button; there is also a button to give a custom amount of 
support. And note the highlighted information for those who’d prefer to 
send a donation by postal mail.                        
                             continued on next page 

https://secure.kentucky.gov/FormServices/Finance/EKYFloodRelief
https://secure.kentucky.gov/FormServices/Finance/EKYFloodRelief
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ANOTHER WAY to give immediate flood relief assistance is through the 
Eastern Kentucky chapter of the American Red Cross here: 
https://www.redcross.org/local/kentucky/about-us/locations/eastern-
kentucky-chapter.html 
As you can see, there is a direct donation button on this site as well. When 
clicked you’ll have the option of a one-time or monthly gift from $75 to 
$1000 (as well for “Other” amount). On that page are also options for giving 
by mail, over the phone, and other giving methods too. 

 

YET ANOTHER WAY to offer disaster relief assistance is by making and 
donating DISASTER RELIEF Kits. The Heartland Conference of the 

UCC already had a goal (prior to the recent floods) of creating and giving 
2022 disaster kits for 2022. By going to the Conference site below you can 
see some pictures and examples, and find links for handy downloads with 
instructions for making several kinds of disaster kits (from Church World 

Service, the direct outreach and disaster relief arm of the National Council 

of Churches).                             Continued on next page 

https://www.redcross.org/local/kentucky/about-us/locations/eastern-kentucky-chapter.html
https://www.redcross.org/local/kentucky/about-us/locations/eastern-kentucky-chapter.html
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The Conference link is: 
https://heartlanducc.org/disaster-response-network/ 
     AS OTHER options for giving are made known to us through UCC 
agencies, we will keep you posted. If you are reading this article in print 
form and want to access the links mentioned, you can find them on our 
church Website, https://stjohnsuccnewport.org, and our church’s Face-
book page.  THANK YOU for anything you can do in Christian compas-
sion for those who have been so badly impacted by the recent devastating 
floods. Aid relief and needed assistance, along with recovery and rebuild-
ing efforts, will be ongoing for a very long time. 
 
In Hope and Peace, 

Pastor Barry 
 

 

ANNOUNCING A NEW ECUMENICAL YOUTH GROUP  

FOR GRADES 5-12! 

Starting in September, St. John’s will be joining in a new venture for our 
church’s young people. We will be joining with our sister UCC churches 
(St. John’s-Bellevue and Christ UCC-Ft. Thomas) with whom we have run 
and supported the long-time ILLUMINATION youth ministry. Illumination 
is now entering a new phase of life, as we begin a two-year “trial run” with 
FIVE Presbyterian churches in our area to form a new Northern Kentucky 
Youth Group (we hope to have a catchier name soon!). The five PCUSA 
churches are: Community of Faith Presbyterian Church, Crescent Springs 
Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church of Fort Thomas, Lakeside 
Presbyterian Church, and Union Presbyterian Church (also in cooperation 
with the Presbytery of Cincinnati—who is providing a $25,000 grant for this 
ministry—enabling the hiring of a group coordinator based in Community of 
Faith!).       
   The first gathering of this new group will be on Sunday, September 11. 
More details about the kick-off meeting will be available soon—and plans 
are for the group to meet twice per month on average…with the potential of 
FIFTY TO EIGHTY young people! Here is some more information about 
this new venture [from the draft of the group’s Charter]… 
 
Statement of Intent:  The focus of the Northern Kentucky youth group is to 
create a wide community of peers where youth can explore and claim their 
faith more deeply. Drawn from and guided by the participating churches, 
this youth group adds to the vitality of each church’s youth offerings. The 
ministry is open to youth grade five through twelve. 
                                                                                  Continued on next page 

     

https://heartlanducc.org/disaster-response-network/
https://stjohnsuccnewport.org
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Responsibilities of Participating Churches:  

• Contribute at least one leader (pastoral or congregational) to the Executive 
Committee. 

• Submit a yearly financial commitment (in essence, a pledge); this amount 
will be determined by each church’s session without a minimum or 
maximum limit. The equality of this partnership is not based in the equality 
of financial contributions. (CURRENT plans call for the three UCC 
churches to continue contributing the same amounts as what supported 
Illumination). 

• Encourage the participation of their own youth and make them aware of the     
       group’s anti-bullying policy. 
• Provide volunteers to both support and facilitate the larger youth gatherings 

and the Volunteer Planning Team. 
• Support the joint youth group with prayer, creativity, enthusiasm, and love. 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS / CHAPERONES NEEDED! CAN YOU HELP OUT? 

 
Pastor Barry plans to be a part of this group and provide leadership and 
assistance as much as he is able—but that will vary from month to 
month. SOOOO…we will need some of our church members to help 
pitch in…parents, older siblings, grandparents, family friends—anyone! 
And you don’t need to make every meeting or event, we can share the 
load with enough helpers “taking turns” —as we remember (and hope to 
develop) at least some consistency in volunteers (groups thrive and 
attendance is better with consistent leadership).  All volunteers will 
receive a brief orientation, must pass a background check, and be able to 
drive. Most events will be on Sunday evenings, with occasional events at 
other times. IF YOU are interested in helping out, or would like some 
more information before committing to helping with this new group, 
contact Pastor Barry by September 1. Finally, ALL our members can 
support this ministry by surrounding it with prayer and making donations 
now and then when needed. Our young people are worth it—and we want 
them to LOVE being a part of this new ministry, and to love our church 
even more than they already do! 
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     Beginning this Fall, Pastor Barry will eb starting a brand new DISCIPLE 
Bible Study here at SJUCC.  Disciple Bible Study has been highly 
regarded for over 30 years and remained the number one choice for some of 
the most vibrant congregations in the world––transforming the lives of more 
than two million participants! Disciple is a program of disciplined Bible 
study aimed at developing strong Christian leaders. The study gives the Old 
and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible as 
a revelation of God. Disciple draws upon the work of MANY top scholars, 
the personal Bible reading and study of the participant, and dynamic group 
discussion to aid understanding of the Bible. 
     While Disciple is a whole series with many offerings, we will be doing 
the first study in the program:  Disciple I: Becoming Disciples Through 
Bible Study, a thirty-four week overview of the entire Bible  [more 
information about the Disciple series can be found here: https://
www.cokesbury.com/disciple-bible-studies].  
     We already have enough interest to begin at least one group! (yay!)...and 
there are two more information sessions on Sunday, August 14 and August 
21  (11:30 am in the Parlor). A handbook, sample lesson, and overview of 
all the Bible scholars/presenters are available at these info sessions.   
     Here are some general Disciple details… 
• COST: $50 (includes the Disciple Study Guide and handouts) 
• SCHEDULE:  weekly for approx. 90 mins, with approx. 36 total 

weekly sessions – once the group(s) form, we will decide the meeting 
days and time together! If there is enough interest, we can start a 
daytime AND an evening group. The group(s) will also decide “weeks 
off” for holidays, special Sundays, vacations, etc. We hope to start the 
groups in September. 

• FORMAT:  Welcome, opening prayer, DVD presentation by leading 
biblical scholars, group discussion about the 
book/topic being studied, questions & 
insights from ‘home reading,’ closing prayer 
(might vary a little some weeks, but this is the 
basic Disciple format). 

• The DISCIPLE STUDY GUIDE: Each 
member of the group needs a study manual 
and a Bible. The Bible is the text for the study 
and the study manual will guide group 
members in their study and preparation for 
the weekly group session. The study manual 
also includes suggestions for individual and 
study-related activities. Space is provided for 
taking notes while reading Scripture, for 
recording thoughts and questions arising out of daily study, and for notes 
during the weekly group session.                  Continued on next page 

https://www.cokesbury.com/disciple-bible-studies
https://www.cokesbury.com/disciple-bible-studies
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The titles of the sessions along with theme words and theme verses, and 
major persons, events, and topics will set the sequence of the biblical story 
in the minds of the participants. The principal Scripture for each session 
follows the chronological movement of the biblical story.  

 
 
RECOMMENDED Bible for the series:   
New Interpreters Study Bible  [New Revised 
Standard Version] – same version as our 
church’s pew Bibles. Available at Amazon 
[approx. $25] and many other online booksellers. 
Contact Pastor Barry for details about this 
Bible...or with any questions in general about 
Disciple! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
COMING SOON FOR SJUCC! 

 

 
 

Starting this fall, Pastor Barry would like to start a new FELLOWSHIP 
and educational group for members of St. John’s 65 and over….the Senior 
Lunch Bunch! This group will meet at 11:30 AM on a weekday and end 
around 1:30 PM. The gathering will include time for fellowship, lunch, and 
a speaker or program of some kind (less than an hour). Topics would 
include things like dealing with being a caregiver, legal/estate issues for 
seniors, Social Security/Medicare changes to plan for…etc. We’ll also try 
to have some local entertainment now and then too!  But HELP WOULD 
BE NEEDED for this new group to fly!...especially with helping to 
provide lunch, as well as setting up before and clean-up after (in the 
Fellowship Hall). If you are interested and can help, PLEASE contact 
Pastor Barry or the church office. The target goal is to start this in 
September or October.  

  SENIOR “LUNCH BUNCH” 

CHECK IT OUT… 

https://www.amazon.com/New-Interpreters-Study-Bible-Apocrypha/dp/0687278325
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Joe Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund 
 

 
As we turn the calendar over to August,  it’s almost hard to believe that 
summer is almost behind us.  But as the days grow cooler and shorter,   
our church begins to become more active.  One of the things I look 
forward to the most is the return of our choir. 
 
Once again we will be bringing students from the College Conservatory 
of Music to join with our choir to provide inspirational music to our 
worship services.  In order to bring the students here, we pay them a 
small stipend to help them with their schooling and expenses.  In turn, 
they bless us with their beautiful music and youthful spirit. 
 
Several years ago, Connie Haas started and seeded a fund in honor of her 
late husband Joe Haas Sr.   Joe was a dedicated member of St. John’s, 
and a loyal and dedicated member of our Chancel Choir. He and Connie 
were ardent supporters of our music ministry. Connie continues her 
support to this day. This fund is how we support bringing these talented 
students to our church.  No money from the church budget is used for 
this purpose. We rely totally on contributions from our congregation.  

 
So as the fall choir season  begins, I ask you to consider contributing to 
the Joe Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund.  Your contributions will help to 
insure that we can continue to bring quality music to St. John’s. 
 
Blessings, 
Michael 

 
 

 
Florence Community Band Concert on the 

Lawn 
 

On Sunday, August 21st the Florence Community Band will be here at 
St. John’s for another concert on the lawn. The concert will be from  

6-7pm here at St. John’s on the side lawn of the church. Bring a chair and 
come on down and listen to some wonderful music for the evening. The 

Kona ice truck will be here for anyone who wants to  
purchase an ice ball.  Hope to see you at the  
concert! (rain will move the concert indoors) 
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Florence Community Band Concert 
 

On Sunday, July 17th the Florence Community Band performed their 
concert here at St. John’s and entertained everyone for the evening with 
current and old musical selections. The weather didn’t cooperate so the 
concert was moved indoors; but everyone had a wonderful time. The 

band will be back at St. John’s on Sunday, August 21st from 6-7pm for 
another night of musical entertainment.  Hope to see you then. 
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St. John’s UCC New Sign 
 

Notice something different outside at the front of the church?  Our new 
church sign has been installed and is up and operating. Thanks to Otto 
and George Budig for this generous gift to our church in memory of 

their parents Otto and Marion Budig. 



 12 

 

Welcome Baby Luken 
 

Congratulations to Andy and Bridgette Luken on the birth of their son 
Michael Henry Luken. Michael was born on Thursday, June 16, 2022 
and weighed 6 lbs. 14 oz.  He joins big brother Thomas 
Daniel.  The proud grandparents are Vickie and Tim 
Kennedy and the proud great-grandmother is Flo Grey.  
Congratulations to everyone!! 

     
Baptism 

 

St. John’s would like to joyfully celebrate the baptism of Elise Evelyn 
Faller. Elise was baptized at St. John’s on Sunday, July 31, 2022. Her 
parents are Kelsey (Taylor) and Shawn Faller. Elise is the granddaughter 
of Scott and Kelli Taylor and Larry and Christy Faller. Her great-
grandparents are Jan and Darlene Knepshield and Lonni Faller. The 
Godfathers are Kyle Taylor and Tim Faller. Congratulations to 
everyone!! 
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Prayer Ministry 
 
Don’t look back, you’re not going that way. 
 
In August feed your soul with the beauty of late summer. 
 
August is the peak of summer. Make it your mission to 
reach the summit of your dreams this month. 
 
Starting  today I need to forget what’s gone, appreciate 
what still remains and look forward to what’s coming 
next. 
 
Don’t count the days, make the days count. 
 
When life is more than you can stand kneel in prayer. 

 

Thank You to The Rice Family 

We would like to thank The Rice Family (Brandon, Kirstie and family) 
for preparing a special Father’s Day breakfast for all of our dads,  
members and friends here at St. John’s on Sunday, June 19th. Everyone 
enjoyed a delicious breakfast of eggs, biscuits, sausage, fruit, pastries,  
orange juice and coffee. What a wonderful way to celebrate Father’s 
Day.   

 
We appreciate the Rice Family for their thoughtfulness and generosity.   
Thank you!! 

 
 

Thank You Note from Pat Goins 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to all who sent cards and called after my recent total knee  
replacement. Also, thanks to John Robson for his visit and the beautiful 
flowers he brought. Your thoughtfulness and kindness meant a lot and 
helped in my speedy recovery. 
 
Pat Goins 
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 
 

Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue 
to stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to 
access the bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church 
website (www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the 
worship services in several different ways: 
 
Video 
You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m.  
each Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are 
multiple ways to access the video of the 
worship service. 
 
St. John’s UCC website 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 
St. John’s UCC Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 
St. John’s YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 

 
 

Comments from our Online Worshippers 
 
The music is always such a special blessing as well as the entire service. 
Barb Thompson– Service from July 24th 
 
What a beautiful service! In the beginning was a very special rendition of 
the Lord’s Prayer that started with Rachmaninoff’s “Rhapsody on a 
Theme of Paganni, Variation 18”, then the Lord’s Prayer and back to the 
Rhapsody. I see this arrangement is done by Hye-an Kim.  It is an 
amazing arrangement and kudos to Dobin Park for this beautiful playing 
of this piece. I happen to love this Rhapsody by Rachmaninoff and 
bought the easy sheet music to learn to play it. Imagine my delight and 
surprise to listen to the service on my 77th birthday today and hear this 
glorious music. Thanks be to God! What a special gift! 
Diane Popp Lieser-Service from July 24th 
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries  
                                                                                                                             
 

August Birthdays 
August 2nd:  Fred Haas, Jr. & Mel Hanson 
August 6th:  Erma Deslongchamps 
August 9th:  Lisa Daniels 
August 10th:  Tara Connley & Brooks Morris 
August 13th:  Mike Boyers 
August 19th:  Betty Hasse 
August 20th:  Carol Peper & Judy Slater 
August 26th:  Katherine Daley 
 

August Anniversaries 
August 1st:  Sue & Tom Williams (69 years) 
August 5th:  Betty & Bob Hasse (61 years) 
August 12th:  Alison & Matthew Morris (16 years) 
August 19th:  Betty Jo & Fred Haas (61 years) 
August 23rd:  Donna & Phil Hamilton (53 years) 
August 23rd:  Peggy & John Westlund (63 years) 
August 25th:  Laura Haas & Jim Breyer (10 years) 
August 25th:  Darlene & Jan Knepshield (60 years) 
August 26th:  Stephani & Glenn Hughes (27 years) 
August 28th:  Kirstie & Brandon Rice (7 years) 
 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to 
our friends and family celebrating during the month of August! 

 
 

 

August Homebound Members of the Week 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the 
week for the month of August. We appreciate and celebrate these 
individuals as our members of the week! 

 

August 7th: Edna Haverkamp   
August 14th: Betty Hasse-Birthday 08/19 
August 21st: Katherine Daley-Birthday 08/26 
August 28th: Marjorie Fuldner-Birthday 09/05 
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2022 First Half of Year Member Financial Statements 

Are Now Available  
 

The 2022 first half of year member financial statements were mailed on 
Wednesday, July 27th. If you did not receive a financial statement and feel 
that you should have, you can contact our financial administrator Chris 
Baker at:   
Financialadmin@stjohnsuccnewport.org  or you can call the church office at 
(859) 431-1818 for more  
information. 

 
 
 
 

Next Visitor Deadline:  Thursday, August 25, 2022  
 

If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please 
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out the  
appropriate form. 
 
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our web-
site: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 

 

Help Wanted 
 

If you are interested in working with kids and you 
want to make a lasting impact on their lives, we need 

you!  St. John’s is looking for several  
volunteers to teach our Sunday School Program.  If you could devote a    

Sunday or two we would love to hear from you.  Please contact the  
church office for more details. 

 

St. John’s Kroger Community Rewards 
 

If you shop at Kroger’s and have not signed up for The Kroger Community 
Rewards program that benefits St. John’s, please go to the Kroger rewards 
website and register your Kroger Plus Shoppers Card (it costs you nothing).  
If you need help registering your card or you do not have an email address, 
please call Kelli in the church office and she will help you  
with the process. 
 

Thanking all of you who are still taking part; every small 
amount helps St. John’s.   

 



 17 

 

In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  
 
Food Pantry 

In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~ Dr. Michael Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~  Jan & Darlene Knepshield 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~  John & Elizabeth Robson 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~  Phillip & Beverly Krentz 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~  Linda Krentz 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~  Scott & Debbie Magnuson 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Carol & Tom Haas 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Ralph & Carol Schoulthies 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ David Koenig 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Michael & Laura Sheanshang 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Torgit Urton 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Gene & Linda White 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ The Rossi Family 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Anonymous 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Joanne& Charles McCaulou 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Ann LeGrande 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ TimothyYelton 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Thomas & Sara Reynolds 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Thomas White & Jennifer Cox 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Robert & Jean Jacobson 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~ Robert & Judy Yeager 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~  Lindsay & Yvette Krentz 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz  ~  Susan Dunn & Family 
 
Memorial Fund 
In Loving Memory of Dan Grey ~ Shirley Rice 
In Loving Memory of Dan Grey ~ Lorenia Moore 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~  Carole Dengler 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~  Miriam Jackson 
 
General Fund 
In Loving Memory of Buena Hatch ~ John & Elizabeth Robson 
In Loving Memory of Orlin Krentz ~ Joan Berkemeyer 
In Loving Memory of Helen Berkemeyer ~ Joan Berkemeyer 
 
Air Conditioning Fund 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~ Dr. Michael Hanson 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~ Flo Grey 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~  Carol & Jim Thompson 
 
Music Fund 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~ John & Elizabeth Robson 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~ Joan Berkemeyer 
 
 
Joseph Haas Sr. Choral Scholar Fund 
In Loving Memory of Ruth Hater ~ John & Elizabeth Robson 


