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Problems Versus Opportunities!
Well, Fall is almost here again! And that
means things start to get busy once more
in church life after the summer lull. Our
SJUCC Choir will be starting up again this
month, we’ll be planning for Stewardship
Sunday, youth activities, Advent/
Christmas…and there are several other
“new” things beginning soon in our
congregational life. I’ll talk about this a
bit further on in this newsletter…but first
let me address a problem—a couple,
actually—that we must all tackle
together. Or…are they
OPPORTUNITIES?
One of our ongoing problems at SJUCC is one that is certainly not new
to us, and certainly not unique just to our church! In a nutshell, that is the
issue of too much to do and not enough helpers to get it all done! Here’s
a short list… we need teachers; we need youth chaperones/volunteers;
we need members to serve on some of our teams and committees, chiefly
our Leadership Team (LT). Most of the current members of our LT have
been serving for a long time, for several “terms,” and in some cases
longer than “allowed” by our church by-laws. We could use more choir
members and worship leaders, as well as Sunday morning childcare
helpers. Some of our other standing committees and teams have become
inactive—also due to a lack of volunteers (we’ll be working on a detailed
list of all this). Further, there are opportunities for members to serve as
greeters, ushers, kitchen helpers, office helpers, home communion
visitors, etc.
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The key word there is OPPORTUNITY.
To be sure, churches are different today than at any time in our shared
memory, including our church. Gone are the days of several worship services with hundreds of worshippers attending, and Sunday School classes
and youth groups with large numbers of kids, and Confirmation classes
with several dozen confirmands! And with declining church membership
and the loss of members due to conflicts and upheavals in church life,
we—along with the VAST majority of U.S. congregations today—have a
much smaller “pool” of active members to do ministry…and a decidedly
older congregation. So we—along with the VAST majority of U.S. congregations today—have some decisions to make. And some of those decisions won’t be easy. Are there ministries and activities we can no longer support? Are the things we need to let go of, though they used to be
“big” or central in congregational life? Do we need to think about how
to “restructure” our leadership in general and how we do things? Do we
need to let go of past expectations and embrace a new reality about our
ministries…and explore/embrace new expectations about the future of
the church? The short answer—which I think we all know already!—is
YES. I don’t think I’m saying anything all that new here. Traditional
churches today ALL have…a lot of problems.
Or…are they OPPORTUNITIES? The answer to that question is NOT
one I can provide for the church (I wish!). The answer is one that we all
have to figure out together…starting with ourselves. Each of us must
answer that questions for ourselves. Along with some “clarifying” questions which might help us answer the bigger, deeper questions…
• “Is there something I can do, some way I can serve Christ and the
church TODAY?”
• “Is there something I used to do that I could do again...at least for a
while?”
• “Is there something I have thought about doing, but am not sure that I
CAN do?”
• “Is church for me just about attending worship on Sundays…or does
Jesus want me to do some kind of ministry in the church…with the
church…or through the church?”
• “Am I here to be served? Or to serve…and…HOW can I serve?”
• “I can’t physically do what I used to do…but is there a NEW thing I
can try?”
Continued on next page
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Answering these kinds of questions is very important for our church’s
future. And, whether we realize it or not, these answers can also be very
important to our own spiritual growth and vitality. A related question,
then, would be: “Do I want the church to thrive…and my own spiritual
life to thrive?”
Again, I cannot answer that or any of
these questions for anybody else but
myself. But…I also know that when
each of us—prayerfully and intentionally—take some time to think
about and explore these questions for
ourselves, we TOGETHER are taking
a huge step toward turning problems
into opportunities!
So as you ponder these questions and the prob…er…the
opportunities we have, look at the needs of our church today. What opportunities can you take advantage of? When you think of how Jesus
wants YOU, how might you respond, even in one small way?
St. John’s is a blessed congregation. Despite the issues of the past, and
the many struggles we face with all other houses of worship (and not just
Christian ones) in today’s world, we thank God for our church and what
it is still able to do! And I PERSONALLY thank all our members who
faithfully serve and carry out regular duties and responsibilities, often
without much if any recognition…AND not just because ‘it needs to be
done,’ but—to quote the Apostle Paul, “to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to
the measure of the full stature of Christ’ (Ephesians 4.12-13).
SHALOM!

Pastor Barry
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Heartland Conference Kentucky Disaster Response Work Trip to
Western Kentucky
During the late evening of Friday, December 10, 2021, a violent tornado moved
across Western Kentucky, producing severe to catastrophic damage in numerous towns, including Mayfield, Princeton, Dawson Springs, and Bremen. Over
the next few days, images and stories of the destruction caused by the tornado
filled our screens and news feeds. While these images are no longer a part of the
daily news cycle, the work of rebuilding remains. It is estimated that the longterm recovery efforts in this area will continue for the next three to five years.
What:
Heartland Conference Kentucky Disaster Response work trip to Princeton, Kentucky departing from Christ Church United Church of Christ in Ft. Thomas, Ky.
In cooperation with:
The Indiana-Kentucky Conference of the United Church of Christ
CrossRoads Missions, Louisville, KY
Dates:
Sunday, October 23 - Saturday, October 29, 2022
Cost:
$125 for the week ($25/work day) per person to cover overnight accommodations and food. Full week participation is encouraged, but partial week can also
be arranged if you are not able to work the entire week.
Participants:
Adults 18 and over and 16–17-year-olds accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Prior building experience is not necessary, and experienced construction managers will be available to guide the efforts of volunteers with less experience.
What to expect:
Our group will leave from Christ Church UCC in Fort Thomas at 1 pm on Sunday, October 23 and car pool to the city of Princeton in Caldwell County, Kentucky. Those traveling separately should plan to meet us in Princeton around
6:00 pm. Directions and details for travel will be coordinated once our group is
formed.
We will stay at a Disciples of Christ church in Princeton where we will sleep on
bunk beds in makeshift dorm rooms. Breakfast will be simple and easy (cereal,
fruit, coffee, tea, etc.), we will pack lunches to take to the work site, and return
to the church for our evening meal.
We will learn the exact nature of the work and tools that we might need to take
as we get closer to our time of departure.
If you have questions or would like to join the group, please call Ken
Weidinger at 859-380-4140 before Monday, October 3.
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Eastern Kentucky Flood Relief
On Sunday, August 14th the members of St. John’s UCC held a special
offering for those suffering from the floods in Eastern Kentucky. St.
John’s was able to raise $1,461.00 to help those in need. The Leadership
Team decided to contribute an extra $1,039.00 to this worthy cause from
the church for a total amount of $2,500. Thank you to everyone who
participated in this mission.

Next Visitor Deadline: Monday, September 26, 2022
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website and fill out the
appropriate form.

A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”

CALLING ALL YOUTH grades 5 through 12! The first
gathering of a new YOUTH Group is coming soon! St. John’s
is joining with the other UCC “Illumination” churches and
FIVE Presbyterian churches to start this new group—and it
promises to be huge! The focus of the Northern Kentucky
youth group is to create a wide community of peers where
youth can explore and claim their faith more deeply. And
HAVE FUN. We will carpool at the church and head the Kick
-off event together. See the flyer in this month’s edition of
The Visitor and please let Pastor Barry know you will attend!
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Music In the Midst of Tribulation
As the people of Ukraine continue to face war, believers across the country are
still gathering to worship the Lord wherever they are. In international news
outlets, we’ve seen images and heard reports of people praying, huddled
together in town squares and underground bunkers, as well as finding refuge in
churches and singing in public places. Their perseverance in the midst of
tribulation is a testimony to the power of prayer and praise in the darkest of
times.
Since Ukraine’s independence in 1991, most Ukrainian worship music
consisted of Western praise songs translated into Ukrainian. But Fred Heumann,
an American professor, missionary, and worship leader who makes
regular teaching trips to Ukraine, is part of a rising movement encouraging the
creation of original Ukrainian worship music—written by and for Ukrainians.
His hope is that someday, Western Christians will start translating Ukrainian
songs and singing them in English. I think that would be a wonderful thing!
As we gather in church this Sunday, let this be a reminder to keep praying for
Ukraine.

Michael
Florence Community Band Concert
On Sunday, August 21st the
Florence Community Band gave
a rousing concert in our church
sanctuary. A fun time was had by
all as the audience enjoyed many
varied selections expertly played
by the band. We thank the many
members of the band for sharing
their music with us!!
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Prayer Ministry
Hello September. Thanks for reminding us that change can be beautiful.
Welcome September!
New month, new chapter, new page and new wishes. May the month
give you courage, strength, confidence, patience, self-love and inner
peace,
You can’t expect God to be the source of your peace if the world is the
source of your satisfaction.
Love is when another person’s happiness is equally as important as your
own.
Grateful for small things, big things and everything in-between.
Basic
Instruction
Before
Leaving
Earth
Don’t let someone dim your light simply because it is shining in their
eyes.
Rule #1 Never make God #2
Pray so big and so often that when God meets you at Heaven’s gate He
says with a smile, “Child, you kept me very busy.”

Starting today I need to forget what’s gone, appreciate what remains still
and look forward to what’s coming next.
Sometimes the best way to appreciate something is to be without it for a
while,
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Our new SENIOR LUNCH BUNCH starts this month on
WEDNESDAY, September 14 at 11:30 AM! [Fellowship Hall]
Everyone 55+ is invited to a time of food and fellowship starting this
month! Our first few monthly gatherings will be BYOL (bring your own
lunch), and the church will provide DRINKS and DESSERT! Each
Lunch Bunch gathering will also feature a program, a speaker or “mission
partner” update, or some kind of entertainment.
This month we will welcome the Rev. Ken Heintzelman from Shadow Rock United Church of Christ (Phoenix, AZ). Ken (a long-time
friend and co-worker with Pastor Barry) will share with us the story of
the Sakhizada Family, from Afghanistan. The father, Baktash, worked
for four years with U. S Army Corps of Engineers, and as a traffic supervisor in Kabul International Airport. His wife was the first Afghan Women Diplomat in Consulate General of Afghanistan in Saudi Arabia. When
the U.S. left Afghanistan last year ago, both lost their jobs. In a recent
email, Ken wrote: “The Sakhizada family has served the United States by
becoming a full partner in our nation’s effort of nation building in Afghanistan. They are now languishing and suffering in Jeddah where they
have been stranded and forgotten. Now
two of the six family members are ill.
They have no income or insurance. Our
congregation with the help of donors are
doing our best to support them, but our
resources are stretched to breaking.”
Shadow Rock UCC and others are working to get this charming and needy family resettled in the United States…and
perhaps St. John’s might be able to help
them! At the very least, this will be a
chance to hear firsthand about a timely
topic.
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We already have
enough interest to begin at least one group of
the new DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY very
soon (yay!). Disciple will take you on a
greatly-affirmed guided study all the way
through the Bible in less than one year! A
handbook, sample lesson, and overview of all
the Bible scholars/presenters are available in
the church Parlor for folks to look at. Here
are some general Disciple details…
• COST: $50 (includes the Disciple Study
Guide and handouts)
• SCHEDULE: weekly for approx. 90 mins,
with approx. 36 total weekly sessions – once the group(s) form, we will
decide the meeting days and time together! If there is enough interest, we
can start a daytime AND an evening group. The group(s) will also decide
“weeks off” for holidays, special Sundays, vacations, etc. We hope to start
the groups in September.
• FORMAT: Welcome, opening prayer, DVD presentation by leading
biblical scholars, group discussion about the book/topic being studied,
questions & insights from ‘home reading,’ closing prayer (might vary a little
some weeks, but this is the basic Disciple format).
• The DISCIPLE STUDY GUIDE: Each member of the group needs a
study manual and a Bible. The Bible is the text for the study and the study
manual will guide group members in their study and preparation for the
weekly group session. The study manual also includes suggestions for
individual and study-related activities.
TARGET START DATE IS LATE SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER!
Call, text, or email Pastor Barry for more information or to “sign up” for
DISCIPLE

Roy Rice Memorial
Our beautiful new candle sticks and candles on the Altar, and
our new Christ candle by the baptismal font are given in honor
of Roy Rice by his family. Roy was a long time faithful
member of St. John’s. Roy was chairman and served on the
board of trustees for many years. He, along with several men
of the congregation, came and worked at the church every
Wednesday doing maintenance and making repairs to keep
our facility in good shape. Now, every time the acolytes,
including Roy’s great-grandchildren light the altar candles for worship, we
will think of and remember Roy and how much he meant to St. John’s.
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Updating the 2023 Church Directory
It’s that time of year again and the church office will begin the process of
updating our church directory. You will only need to complete a new form if
you updated or changed any information in the past year (ex. new
telephone number, cancellation of landline, change of email address etc.).
Thank you for your help with this endeavor.

Family Name & Children 17 years and under:___________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Adult 1____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________
Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________
Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us
to enter the year you were born.
__________________________________________________________

Anniversary: ______________________________________________
Adult 2____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________________________________
Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________
Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us
to enter the year you were born.
__________________________________________________________
Anniversary: ______________________________________________
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September Birthdays and Anniversaries
September Birthdays
September 4th: Cole Coppage
September 8th: Vickie Kennedy
September 10th: Roger Haas
September 12th: Tyler Albert
September 19th: Darlene Dawson
September 21st: Josephine Fussinger
September 22nd: Steve Dawson
September 24th: Matthew Morris
September 26th: Charles Crapser
September 28th: Sheila Witte
September 30th: Wanda Quinn
September Anniversaries
September 9th: Lisa & Keith Daniels (33 years)
September 10th: Judy & Bob Slater (62 years)
September 18th: Nancy & David Brinkman (40 years)
September 18th: Jenny & Shawn Williams (18 years)
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to
our friends and family celebrating during the month of September!
St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Can’t come to church? Below are the various ways that you can continue to
stay connected to our worship life together. You will still be able to access the
bulletin and order of worship for Sunday on our church website
(www.stjohnsuccnewport.org). You will be able to access the worship services
in several different ways:

Video

You can access the video of the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m. each
Sunday and it will be available any time after that as well. There are multiple
ways to access the video of the worship service.

St. John’s UCC website
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org

St. John’s UCC Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/
stjohnsuccnewport
St. John’s YouTube Channel
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5
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