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Thoughts of Preparation 

Faith is not primarily about believing a set of claims to be true-that's what goes 

with the earlier vision of Christianity. The understanding of faith that goes with the 

emerging vision is about a relationship of trust in God and faithfulness to God. The 

ancient meaning of the word "believe" is "to commit oneself, to be loyal to." The 

Middle English word is "beleve," and that means to love or be loved. So faith is 

about loving God and loving that which God loves--which is the whole of 

creation.  – Dr. Marcus Borg, “Why Be Christian?” 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude                        “The God of Abraham Praise”       (Hal Hopson)    

 

Tower Bell 

  

*Responsive Call to Worship 

From north and south, from east and west, we come: 

God's people called to the Table where simple grace nourishes 

us. 

From down the street to across town, from single households to 

apartment dwellers: 

God's people are called to community, where we live and serve 

each other, and others beyond these walls. 

From every class, every race, every status; from little ones with sippy 

cups to elders with overflowing hearts: 

God's people are called to witness to God's boundless hope, to 

offer peace to an often-shattered world. 

 

*Call to Reconciliation and Confession 

We are good at rules: making them and then breaking them. Paul the 

Apostle reminds us that, when we gain Christ as Lord and Savior, we 

receive exactly what we need - forgiveness, grace, hope. Let us come to 

God in prayer, that we might rediscover God's healing love for us! 



If we were to name all the gods we have before You, Rock of 

Redemption, we would be here a very long time. We elevate 

politicians into saviors, though they are as broken as we are. 

We misuse Your name so much during the day, we have 

trouble speaking to You in prayer at night. We are so busy, we 

do not notice how creation witnesses to Your goodness and 

grace. Forgive us, God our Hope. Help us to let go of what we 

value most, so we may open our emptiness, our hearts, our 

lives to the healing and loving presence of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior. 

[Silence is kept] 
 

*Words of Assurance 

Persistently, patiently, lovingly, God pours out grace and joy into our 

lives, healing our brokenness, forgiving our sin. 

Loved, we are sent to love; forgiven, we are freed to forgive; 

graced, we can offer our gifts to everyone we meet. Thanks be 

to God. Amen. 

 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                           (Greatorex) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson – Lamentations 3:19-26  [Common English Bible] 
The memory of my suffering and homelessness is bitterness and poison. 

I can’t help but remember and am depressed. 

I call all this to mind—therefore, I will wait. 

Certainly the faithful love of the Lord hasn’t ended; certainly God’s compassion 

isn’t through! 

They are renewed every morning. Great is your faithfulness. 

I think: The Lord is my portion! Therefore, I’ll wait for him. 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the person who seeks him. 

It’s good to wait in silence for the Lord’s deliverance. 



 

 

Gathering Together in Prayer  

Prayer Concerns  –  Silent Prayer  –  Pastoral Prayer 
  

The Lord’s Prayer                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Scripture – Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4  [New Revised Standard Version 

Updated Edition] 
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? 

Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 

Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? 

Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 

So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. 

The wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 

I will stand at my watch post and station myself on the rampart; 

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me  

and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

Then the Lord answered me and said: 

Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 

For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not 

lie. 

If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 

Look at the proud!  Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their 

faithfulness. 

 

 

Offertory Invitation 

"Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received." (1 Peter 4:10) 

 

 



 

Offertory                        “We Are More Than Conquerors”    (Mark Hayes) 

  

We are more than conquerors, we are more than conquerors 

We are more than conquerors through Christ who loved us. 

  

For I’m convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels nor rulers,  

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  

nor anything in creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ! 

  

Children be strong in the Lord, be strong in the strength of God’s power.  

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,  

but the rulers, and the powers, and the darkness, and the evil of this world.  

  

Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand. And  

having done everything, lift up you head and then stand. Now stand, stand, stand 

now stand!  

  

We are more than conquerors, we are more than conquerors though Jesus Christ!.  
                    

 

 

 

Scripture Lesson –  Luke 17:1-10  [Common English Bible] 
[Jesus said to his disciples, “Things that cause people to trip and fall into sin 

must happen, but how terrible it is for the person through whom they happen. It 

would be better for them to be thrown into a lake with a large stone hung around 

their neck than to cause one of these little ones to trip and fall into sin. Watch 

yourselves! If your brother or sister sins, warn them to stop. If they change their 

hearts and lives, forgive them. Even if someone sins against you seven times in one 

day and returns to you seven times and says, ‘I am changing my ways,’ you must 

forgive that person.”] 

 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say 

to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 



 “Would any of you say to your servant, who had just come in from the field 

after plowing or tending sheep, ‘Come! Sit down for dinner’? Wouldn’t you say 

instead, ‘Fix my dinner. Put on the clothes of a table servant and wait on me while 

I eat and drink. After that, you can eat and drink’? You won’t thank the servant 

because the servant did what you asked, will you? In the same way, when you have 

done everything required of you, you should say, ‘We servants deserve no special 

praise. We have only done our duty.’” 

 

Today’s Message                    Believing vs. Beloving 

                                                       Pastor Barry Bordenkircher 

 

 

Gathering at the Lord’s Tale: Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

 

*Great Prayer of Thanksgiving    

The Lord be with you.      

And also with you! 

Lift up your hearts. 

           We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

[The Great Thanksgiving continues, ending in The Sanctus] 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 



*Acclamation 

Remembering your wondrous acts in Jesus Christ, we take this bread 

and this cup from the gifts of your creation, and with sisters and brothers 

around your world, we joyfully celebrate Christ's presence and 

reconciling love.  And Father, we acclaim the great  mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

 

Recollection – Consecration – Receiving the Elements 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank You, Loving God, for this meal of remembrance; and for coming 

to us, in the Spirit's power, as we have shared it with sisters and brothers 

of faith around the world today. May the love we find at this table be 

reflected in our lives; may the power we receive at this table make us 

peacemakers, evangelists, and healers; and may the Spirit who fills us 

again at this table lead us to be those who proclaim Your Kingdom in 

every word we speak, and in everything we do. For Jesus' Sake. Amen. 

 

*Hymn #72                   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”         (Faithfulness)  

 

*Benediction  (Que el Dios de la Vida, from Argentina)  

May the God of Life, be your guide on the road every day, 

be your refuge in times of uncertainty and be your rest in times of 

fatigue. May the God of Life, strengthen you when you feel weak, 

comfort you when you feel sad and hug you when you feel alone. 

May the God of Life, who loves you and knows you, cover you with the 

tenderness of a Mother. Forever. Amen.     

 

*Postlude                                    “Chaconne”               (Louis Couperin) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP NOTES 

The Call to Worship and Confession/Words of Assurance, and the Offertory 

Dedication were written by Rev. Thom Shuman, from his worship site Lectionary 

Liturgies (http://lectionary 

liturgies.blogspot.com/2014/09/liturgy-wcommunion-for-October-5- 2014.html).  
 

                                       

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Preaching Today: Barry Bordenkircher 

Liturgist: Dr. Charles Hawkins 

Organist:  Michael Sullivan 

Choral Director:  Dobin Park 

Thanks to all the musicians and to Michael Sullivan and Dobin Park for assisting 

with filming and to Dobin Park for film editing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


