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A Message from Rev. Barry Bordenkircher
As I write this article, Cheryl is in the
hospital at Good Samaritan, being
assessed for severe weakness,
dehydration and malnutrition. For a
long time she has been having trouble
swallowing, which appears to be an
artifact of her Parkinson's disease, but
compounded by ongoing GI problems
which she has had for years. She has
lost at least 40 pounds in the last several months, is very weak, and is
frequently falling at home. That's where we are currently, but hopefully
this hospital stay will give us some answers, and help her start gaining
back some strength.
I want to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has offered
prayers for us, sent cards, notes, text messages and so forth, with your
support, your prayers, and your understanding. I cannot adequately
express how much that means to us and what it means to have the love
and support of a caring church family!-- especially since we have so little
family or close, lifelong friends in this area. Your support and your
caring is both felt and deeply appreciated!
As the days get cooler and shorter and we get into the Autumn season, I
want to lift up some of the usual fall things going on in the life of our
church. But before that, let me touch on a couple of the new things,
including the DISCIPLE Bible study. I still hope to begin that soon,
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possibly online to get started--it is a study that offers itself to that kind of
format, at least for a little while. Also, our next Lunch Bunch coming up
in a couple weeks, and I hope we have a few more people
attending. This is a chance just to hang out together, share a BYO
lunch, and have some good fellowship together. I'm still working on a
program for October, but if nothing else, we can have an "Ask The Pastor" day, when you can bring your questions about anything churchrelated, especially worship, the Bible, and any daring questions you
might be willing to bring out about what it means to practice Christian
faith in today's world!
Stewardship Sunday (November 13) and Consecration Sunday
(November 20)... watch your snail mail for information about that. Also
in November we will celebrate our annual Memorial Sunday (and Holy
Communion) on November 6 –on this day we’ll lift up and remember
those of our family of faith we have lost in the last year... and this
year, that's a fairly long list.
Before all that, we will be having a congregational meeting on Sunday, October 16th. Among other things, the agenda for that day is to authorize some changes on how we do things around Saint John's, to reflect
changes in our church over the last several years; and to update you on
some things we've been working on and dealing with over the past year
or so. We are looking to downsize our leadership structure and “quorum
size” a little bit, to help us get things done more quickly. That will require authorization from the church, so please plan on remaining after
worship on the 16th if it all possible. We'll get things done as quickly as
we can!
Of course fall also means looking ahead to Advent and the holiday season... and this year promises to be another good one here at St John's.
Our choir is planning a Christmas cantata for Sunday, December 11th.
Advent actually begins with Holy Communion on Sunday, November
27th (which means we will not have communion on the first Sunday of
December). We will have our usual lovely and powerful Christmas Eve
service on the 24th... and with Christmas falling on a Sunday this year, we
are still talking about whether or not to have a service on Christmas Day.
We will keep you posted on that.
As we think of all that, I want you to know that I am always available
to you, and I do not want you to feel like you cannot contact me if I'm not
around at the church as much as usual. You can call me, text
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me, FB message ME, or email me at anytime (phone calls and texting are
the best). And you need not worry about "bothering" me if we're dealing
with some of Cheryl's health issues! If for some reason I'm temporarily
indisposed, I’ll let you know and get back to you as soon as possible. My
care and love for all of you only continues to grow, and I will reach out
to you and your needs in any way possible!
One last request... At our September Lunch Bunch and in the last newsletter, I shared with you some information about an Afghan refugee family that I'm hoping our church can help support. I re-ran that article again
in this month's newsletter and will update you as the situation evolves.
The Sahkizada family and their four lovely children remain stuck in Saudi Arabia as of this writing. In some rather dire circumstances and since
they worked so closely with our government during our involvement in
Afghanistan, they are at severe risk for imprisonment or possibly even
summary execution should the Saudis deport them back to the Taliban in
Afghanistan. We will be working in continued partnership with Shadow
Rock United Church of Christ from Phoenix Arizona, in efforts to aid
this family... I see this opportunity not only as a compassionate and
Christian thing to do to offer our support- especially some financial support right now- but also a patriotic duty, as we help live out our nation’s
expressed ideals and the promises made to those who helped our troops
in Afghanistan. Please watch for further updates.
That's all for now, and once again, thank you all so much for your loving support and care!
Shalom in Christ,
Pastor Barry
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UPDATE ON THE SAKHIZADA FAMILY
Last month, at our first
LUNCH BUNCH, we welcomed via Zoom the Rev. Ken
Heintzelman from Shadow
Rock United Church of Christ
(Phoenix, AZ). Ken (a longtime friend and co-worker with
Pastor Barry) shared with us
the story of the Sakhizada
Family from Afghanistan. The
father, Baktash, worked for
years with U. S Army Corps of
Engineers, and as a traffic supervisor at Kabul International
Airport. His wife, Sohaila,
worked as an Afghan diplomat
for her country and ours, in
Saudi Arabia. Last year, when the U.S. pulled out of Afghanistan, the
Sakhizada’s complicated situation caused then to be left behind in Saudi
Arabia—with no other family there, no jobs, no income, no health insurance, and no quick way OUT. Shadow Rock UCC, with its history of
helping refugees and immigrants, has raised just about enough money to
help bring the Sakhizadas to safety here in the U.S. – if they are deported
back to Afghanistan--now run by the Taliban--their lives would be in
jeopardy because of their history of support and work for the U. S. government and our troops. As of last week (at the time of this writing on
9/30) the Taliban had begun trying to seek out this family in Saudi Arabia ‘through diplomatic channels’ for deportation. I (Pastor Barry) am
going to pledge as much money as I can to the refugee fund at Shadow
Rock—this money will go DIRECTLY to the family’s current URGENT
living needs (rent, food, medicine for two of their children who are sick,
etc.), And I am asking members of St. John’s to consider joining me and
our sister church in the effort to SECURE THE SAFETY of this lovely
and needy family, to whom our country owes a debt of honor and promised help. As we get more information, I’ll pass it along – and I will plan
if at all possible, to bring more detailed information to our congregational
meeting on October 16th. If YOU can help NOW, please go to this link
for the Shadow Rock “Refugee Resettlement Ministry” and donate
online….Thank You! And PLEASE pray for the safe resettlement of
the Sakhizadas.
TO GIVE ONLINE: https://secure.myvanco.com/YH1V/campaign/
C-11GRT
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REV. DAVID LONG HIGGINS (FINALLY!) INSTALLED
AS OUR HEARTLAND CONFERENCE MINISTER ON
SEPTEMBER 23
ON September 22-23, AT
THE FIRST “LIVE” annual gathering of the
Heartland Conference of
the UCC since “the pandemic,” the Rev. David
Long Higgins was in-

stalled as our new CONFERENCE MINISTER! David has been serving as the Transitional Conference Minister & Executive for
the last four years, and was recently called
by the conference Board of Trustees to accept the settled position of Conference Minister. He has a long and rich history in the
Heartland (and former Ohio) Conference,
which serves churches in Ohio, Northern
Kentucky, and West Virginia. He has offered
deep spiritual and pastoral leadership these
recent years in a time of great transition, realignment, and revisioning of the Conference.
PLEASE lift him up in your prayers! Pastor
Barry has spoken with him about coming to preach at St. John’s…which
will be a great blessing to all of us! For more information about David
and the Heartland Conference visit: heartlanducc.org.
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Music Moments

You’ve sung it many, many times. These 25 words, known to many
around the world today as “The Doxology,” comprise what is likely the
single best-known verse of all Christian hymnology and poetry.
Thomas Ken (1637–1711), who crafted these plain and profound words
in the late 1600s, wrote them as the final stanza of three hymns he
published for students at Winchester College at Oxford University. Ken,
who was an Anglican minister, royal chaplain, and eventually bishop,
first wrote verses for his students at Winchester to sing upon arising in
the morning, and at bedtime each evening. Later he added a third hymn
to rehearse at midnight, for students who had trouble sleeping. Each
hymn was a confession of faith, and an invocation of divine blessing,
tailored to its particular moment of the day. And each hymn ended with
the same 25-word verse (Doxology) in praise of God, three in one.
Ken’s hymns have by no means been lost today, however, it is his final
verse — our beloved “Doxology” — that has endured. It is so wellknown that it needs no bookmark in our hymnals. Christians the world
over simply know it, and recognize both Ken’s timeless words and the
tune.
Continued on next page
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The tune, called “Old Hundredth”, was originally composed to
accompany the singing of Psalm 134, and later Psalm 100. It first
appeared in the Geneva Psalter in 1551 and was written by Louis
Bourgeois (1510–1561), who served as head of choirs and music,
alongside the famous pastor and theologian John Calvin.
So the next time you sing the “Doxology” in church, I hope you will
think about the rich history and meaning behind this beautiful piece of
music.
Blessings,
Michael

*New Format for Online Services*
St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services
Beginning the second week of October, we will be changing the format
of our online worship services. You will now be able to hear the entire
in-person Sunday morning worship service through a link on our church
website each week. You will also have the option of viewing a sermon
and prayer only service each week by Pastor Barry Bordenkircher which
you can access through our church Facebook page or YouTube channel.
You will be able to access these worship services in several different
ways:
St. John’s UCC website (This is the Sunday morning worship serviceaudio only)
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org
St. John’s UCC Facebook page (Pastor Barry’s sermon and prayer only
service-video)
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport
St. John’s YouTube Channel (Pastor Barry’s sermon and prayer only
service-video)
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5
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Prayer Ministry
Hello October, please be a good month that brings smiles and happiness
to our lives,

Don’t forget to pray today, because God didn’t forget to wake you up.
If you want to feel rich, just count all the blessings that money can’t buy.

Wednesday, October 12th:
Senior Lunch Bunch 11:30am-1:30pm
Bring your own lunch
Drinks and desserts provided by the church

8

Updating the 2023 Church Directory
It’s that time of year again and the church office will begin the process of
updating our church directory. You will only need to complete a new form if
you updated or changed any information in the past year (ex. new
telephone number, cancellation of landline, change of email address etc.).
Thank you for your help with this endeavor.

Family Name & Children 17 years and under:___________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Adult 1____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________
Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________________
Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us
to enter the year you were born.
__________________________________________________________

Anniversary: ______________________________________________
Adult 2____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________
Mobile Phone: _____________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________
Birthday: We never reveal your age but PowerChurch requires us
to enter the year you were born.
__________________________________________________________
Anniversary: ______________________________________________
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Sunday, October 9th is Pastor Appreciation Day.
Take a moment and let Pastor Barry and Pastor John know how much we
appreciate all that they have done for us and St. John’s.
October Homebound Members of the Week
We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the
week for the month of October. We appreciate and celebrate these
individuals as our members of the week!

October 2nd: Robert Hasse
October 9th: Bonnie Walter
October 16th: Bette Kendrick
October 23rd: Pam Maloney
October 30th: Norma Biery: Birthday 11/08
Next Visitor Deadline: Monday, October 24, 2022
If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org.
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website
and fill out the appropriate form.
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our website:
StJohnsUCCNewport.org under our “News Section.”
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Thank You Note from Carolyn Garriott
Dear St. John’s Friends,
I want to thank everyone for the cards, prayers, phone calls, text
messages and other concerns for my recent hip surgery. I want to
especially thank Pastors Barry Bordenkircher, and John Robson, the
Prayer Ministry and church president Jan Knepshield for their calls and
visits. They always seemed to know when I needed encouragement.
After two years of pain trying to walk and keep up with life I can
honestly say that hip replacement surgery was a walk in the park! I have
had no pain. I feel great and look forward to being back in worship soon.
In Christ,
Carolyn Garriott

Thank You Note from Sue Williams
Dear St. John’s Friends,
A big thank you to all who sent me get well cards after my recent
surgery.
Sue Williams

Thank You Note from Sgt. Cody Taylor
St. John’s United Church of Christ,
Thank you for your daily prayers for my family and me while we were
stationed in South Korea for eleven months. Please continue to pray for
us while we are now stationed for my ninth and final year of service at
Fort Campbell, Kentucky Army Base.
Sincerely,
Sgt. Cody Taylor
Cody has served eight years in the United States Army. His ninth and
final year will be at Fort Campbell, Kentucky Army Base. He has been
very grateful to be on St. John’s Military Prayer List.
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries
October Birthdays
October 2nd: Brooke Albert
October 3rd: Barbara Coppage & David Stamm
October 4th: Peggy Westlund
October 5th: Jeri McLane
October 7th: Paul Bergmann
October 8th: Joyce Bauer
October 9th: Joan Berkemeyer
October 11th: Barbara Crapser
October 13th: Sue Williams
October 17th: McKenzie Williams
October 18th: Shirley Suggs
October 23rd: Tom Williams
October 24th: Ed Von Strohe
October 26th: Paige Barber
October 27th: Frank Kreutzer & Carol Thompson
October 28th: Jim Thompson
OctoberAnniversaries
October 9th: Barbara & Charles Crapser (51 years)
October 10th: Christine & Jim Schwalbach (24 years)
October 23rd: Darlene & Steve Dawson (51 years)
October 25th: Cheryl & Barry Bordenkircher (10 years)
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and happy anniversary to
our friends and family celebrating during the month of October!
In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...
Food Pantry
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner~ Gary Wagner
Memorial Fund
In Loving Memory of Tom Twehues ~ Flo Grey
Music Fund
In Loving Memory of Tom Twehues ~ Ralph & Carol Schoulthies
General Fund In Loving Memory
In Loving Memory of Tom Twehues ~ Ralph & Carol Schoulthies
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