
 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thoughts of Preparation 

The root word of “generation” is “gen” meaning “origin” or “birth.” Our Advent theme for 2022, 
“From Generation to Generation” is also a call to action: what are we being called to generate or 
bring forth? What have your ancestors and those who have come before you passed on for you to 
continue? Who are the spiritual elders in your community who planted the seeds for the things that 
are now blooming? What seeds are you planting for the future? 
 

*All who are able are welcome to stand 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 
               

Prelude                                            “O Come, Emmanuel”                             (Wilber Held) 
                                                                  
Tower Bell  
 

Introit                                    
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 

of Jesse’s lineage coming as saints of old have sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of 

winter, when half-spent was the night 

 
 
*Call to Worship (Responsive) 
God of the ages, in scripture we hear stories of people like us— 

ordinary people, people who longed to know You, 
people who longed to follow You, people who made mistakes, people who tried to grow— 

old, young, native, immigrant, new to the faith, lifelong believer. 
In scripture we hear stories of people like us, 

so just as You walked with them, help us to hear and remember all the ways 
that You walk with us. 

We are listening. 
We are grateful. 

We are Yours. 
 Amen.  

 
*Hymn #153                            “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                    (Hyfrydol) 
    
 

 
 

 

CONTACTS  

Phone 859-431-1818  

Email stjohnsucc@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Website www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Facebook St. John’s United Church of Christ–Newport, KY 

PROGRAM LOCATION TIME 

Coffee Fellowship Time Fellowship Hall (L.L.)  9:00 a.m. 

Worship Sanctuary 10:00 a.m. 

Infant, Toddler, Preschool & 
School Age Child Care 

South Hallway  9:30 a.m. 

 CHURCH STAFF  

POSITION PERSON CONTACT 

Settled Pastor Barry Bordenkircher Revbarryb@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Pastor of Visitation John Robson Jmarrobson@gmail.com 

Director Of Music/Organist Michael Sullivan Michael.Sullivan@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Associate Director of Music Dobin Park Pianist0587@gmail.com 

Office Administrator  Kelli Taylor Kelli.Taylor@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Director of Communication & 
Outreach 

Kyle Taylor Kyle.Taylor@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Financial Administrator  Chris Baker Financialadmin@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

   

 CHURCH LEADERS  

PERSON POSITION CONTACT 

Jan Knepshield Church President (H) 859-261-2567 (C) 859-912-2563 

Carol Fickenscher Church Vice President (H) 859-635-4638 

Carolyn Garriott Church Secretary (C) 859-801-0067 

Chuck Hawkins Church Treasurer Hawkins@NKU.EDU  

Church Office Hours 
      Monday                                    9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.                            
     Tuesday                                    Closed                                    

Wednesday                               9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
     Thursday                                   Closed 
     Friday                                        9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Calls will be answered off-site on days when the office is 
closed. 



                                 
Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning 

 

Preaching Today: Barry Bordenkircher 
 

Liturgist: Vickie Grey Kennedy 
 

Organist: Michael Sullivan 
 

Choral Director: Dobin Park 
 

Cantor:  Jisoo Bae 
 

Candle Bearer:  Lexi Carmony 
 

Sound Technician: Robert Pettus 
 

Greeters: Darlene Knepshield & Flo Grey 
    

Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754 
 
                                  
 

This Week 
 
 Sunday, November 27:        10:00 a.m. Worship Service/First Sunday of Advent/ 
           Communion Sunday 
                                                                                                                                                         
 Monday, November 28:         7:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon Meeting 
                                                         
 Tuesday, November 29:          7:00 p.m. NA Meeting 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
            Thursday, December 1:          9:00 a.m. Food Pantry   
                                                              7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
  
 Saturday, December 3:           9:00 a.m. AA Meeting 
                                                                     
            Sunday, December 4:            10:00 a.m. Worship Service/Second Sunday of  
             Advent     
                   
 

Invocation  
 

 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle: Hope 

 

                                            “Come Now, O God of Hope…” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
          (congregation sing two times as directed) 
 
Call to Confession 
In God’s house, everyone is welcome—those who seem like they have it all together, and 
those who feel like their world is falling apart. No matter who we are, there’s room for us 
here. With that confidence, we turn to God in prayer, speaking the truth of our lives. 
Let us pray: 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
God of today and God of tomorrow, You say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for 
you here.” But we say, “Our lives are too messy.” 
You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.” 
But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.” 
You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.” 
But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.” 
God of today and God of tomorrow, we know in our hearts that there’s room for us 
here. 
Forgive us for withholding our full selves from You. Forgive us for giving only our 
Sunday best. Help us remember, today and tomorrow, 
There’s room for every story. Amen. [Silence is kept] 
 



Words of Forgiveness (Responsive) 
Family of faith, we who feel scattered are held together. We who have lost our way are 
forgiven and found. And we who are lonely are brought into the fold and are told, 
“There’s room for you here.” 

From generation to generation, this is the good news of the gospel. In Jesus 
Christ we are held, forgiven, found, and welcomed. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 
 
Children’s Chat 
 
 
Scripture Lesson - Isaiah 2:1-5  [New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition] 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
    and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
    Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may 
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
 

Anthem                                   “A Highway for our God”                            (Lloyd Larson) 
  

Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight in the dessert a highway for our God.  
Make straight a highway for the coming King. 

Every valley shall be lifted up. Every mountain and hill made low. 
And the crooked paths shall be made straight, and the rough places plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all people shall see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. 

 
 
Gathering Together in Prayer 
Joys & Concerns – Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                   
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, Forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 

    Homebound Member of the Week 
Our homebound member of the week is Phil 

Hamilton. Phil’s birthday is Sunday, December 
4th. Take a moment this week to send him a card 

or give him a call as we celebrate Phil as our 
member of the week! 

His address is: 
Phil Hamilton 

7262 Rimrock Lane 
Alexandria, KY 41001 

 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School Age 

Child Care is Available on Sunday Mornings 
We have childcare workers available for our 
infants, toddlers, preschoolers and school age 

children.  Children can be dropped off starting at 
9:30 a.m. downstairs in the Youth Room.  You 
can ask any usher for assistance or information 

about this program.    
 

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday Services  
Did you miss a Sunday service or would like to 
hear one over again?  You can get a CD audio 

recording of any service each week down on the 
table located at the North Lobby entrance.  The 
recordings are separated by date so just look for 
the service you want to hear and take it home.  

 
COVID Update 

Just a reminder that if you become infected with 
the COVID virus, please let the church office 

know so that we can notify anyone that you may 
have been in contact with at that time. Thank you 

and everyone please stay safe. 
 

 

Hearing Assistance 
We have wireless receivers for the 
hearing impaired which you may obtain 
from an usher. 
 

 
Pastoral Care Notice 

If a pastoral care need arises, please 
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to 
Pastor Barry or John Robson to contact 
you.  You can also call, text or email 
Barry at: 
Revbarryb@stjohnsuccnewport.org        
Cell Phone: (513) 317-8146 

 
 

In Our Prayers 
Joan Berkemeyer, Cheryl & Barry 
Bordenkircher, Judy Eads, Family of 
Marjorie Fuldner, Flo Grey, Betty Jo 
Haas, Phil Hamilton, Marilyn Hanson, 
Robert Hasse, Mark Hater, Chuck 
Hawkins, Vickie Kennedy, Pam 
Maloney, Carol & Henry Marksberry, 
Barbara Runge, Bill Seibert, Bruce 
Shay, Ed Von Strohe, Bonnie Walter, 
John & Peggy Westlund 
 

 
Continued Prayerful Support 

Homebound members. 
Those in assisted living and nursing 
homes. 
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 
Church Leadership Team, Ministry 
Teams, and all our church leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
                     Gifts to the Manger Community Christmas Ministry 

Washington United Church of Christ—Your Help Is Needed 
 

Sunday, December 11, Washington UCC will provide up to 100 families with gift items 
and basic necessities.  We hope to give about 350 children an outfit, socks, underwear, 
gloves, hat and a few toys.  Each family will receive a box of food. 
 
The Christ Child was born in poverty and given gifts by the magi.  What better way to 
celebrate His birth than to do the same for these children of God!  This is where we need 
your help! 
 

Special Request:  We request no violent games or toys.  Do not wrap the gifts (but DO 
include wrapping paper, etc.).  We will do all of the wrapping. 
 

Monetary Donations are needed and appreciated:  We will do the shopping!  Please 
send donations to:  Christmas Ministry, Washington UCC, 2950 Sidney Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45225 
 

Toys:  Needed are gifts for all ages-especially for teens (toiletries, jewelry, art/craft/jewelry 
making kits) (handheld video games, CD players, anything electronic is very popular).  We 
need basketballs, soccer balls, footballs, Legos, Hot Wheels, Play Doh, games like Connect
-4, action figures, cars and trucks.  As well as baby toys, ethnic baby dolls, Barbie dolls and 
Barbie clothes.  For teens:  Bath & Body Works, Xbox/PlayStation Network gift cards are 
good ideas. 
 

Underwear:  Girl’s sizes 7 to large, women’s sizes 14 to XL, toddlers, boy’s sizes 6-9, and 
men’s large. 
 

Socks:  Girl’s ankle socks sizes 4-10 (colors) and 9-11 (white and colors), toddlers, boy’s 
sizes 6-9, and men’s large. 
 

Clothing: Girls:  Girl’s sizes 5, 6, 10, 12, 14, 16; Junior’s 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13; and women’s 
small, medium and large.  Sweatpants and tops are preferred. 
 

Clothing: Boys:  Boy’s outfits in sizes 5-6, 12-14, 14-16, medium, large; men’s 
sweatpants and shirts in sizes S, M, L, XL 
 

Gloves, Mittens and Hats:  All sizes (please no stretch gloves) 
 

Last day to bring gifts to church is  
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
 

 
 

Response                                                                                                                 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem!  Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels…The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Offertory Invitation 
We are the work of God’s hands, the psalmist says, and God continues to shape us each 
day into a people of goodness and peace. That is why we bring gifts this morning: to be 
part of creating a more beautiful world through the ministry of this church and the witness 
of our lives each day. Let us gather our gifts together and present them as an offering to 
God.  
 

Offertory                                   “Prepare The Way Of The Lord”                    (Lloyd Larson) 

                                                        (Aaron McKone - soloist) 

 
A voice cries out, Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.   

Every valley shall be lifted up and 
Every mountain made low. The glory of the lord shall be revealed; 

All people shall see it together. The mouth of the Lord has spoken it. 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed! 

Comfort, comfort my people, proclaim the promise of the Lord. 
His name shall be called Emmanuel. The glory of the Lord shall 

Be revealed. 
 
*Doxology                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                 
 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
For the wondrous ways this offering will bless this community we dedicate these 
gifts.  For the ways it’ll help us live out God’s mission we dedicate these gifts. Let 
these gifts strengthen our call to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly.  
 
 
Scripture Lesson – Matthew 1:1-17 [New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition] 

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the 
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 
and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel 
the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and 
Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, who bore Jesus, 
who is called the Messiah. 
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, 
fourteen generations. 

 
 
Sermon                                              “It’s Roomy”                                Barry Bordenkircher 
 
 
*Hymn #154                           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                  (Veni Emmanuel) 

                                                                        (vs. 1 & 2) 
 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
*The Invitation 
 
*Communion Prayer 

Festival of Christmas Concert 
Our annual Christmas Concert will be back this year just in time to get you in the mood for 
a great holiday season.  On Sunday evening, December 11th at 7pm, our Chancel Choir 
along with our Choral Scholars will be presenting another Christmas Concert for the 
community.  This year’s concert will be featuring the cantata “ Festival of Christmas “ by 
Mary McDonald.  The choir will once again be accompanied by an orchestra made up of 
students from the College Conservatory of Music,  all under the direction of Dobin Park. 
Be sure to mark your calendar, and to invite your family and friends to hear and enjoy this 
wonderful holiday music.  The concert will be followed by a festive Christmas reception in 
Fellowship Hall.  Remember, December 11th at 7pm.  We will see you there!! 
 
 
 

 
 

Call for Cookies 
If you or anyone you know has a special cookie recipe you would like to showcase, we 
would love for you to include it in the Christmas Concert Reception. The Choir is looking 
for cookies for their reception after the concert on December 11th. Cookies can be dropped 
off during church office hours or before the concert. Contact the church office with any 
questions (859) 431-1818.  
 

 
 
 

 
Delta Kings Barbershop Chorus 

The Delta Kings Barbershop Chorus will perform a concert here at St. John’s on Friday, 
December 16th at 7:00 p.m. Come and join the fun and celebrate the holidays with your 
family and friends by enjoying a night of musical entertainment. The Delta Kings were a 
big hit when they performed here at St. John’s back in September. Join us on December 
16th! 



 
Welcome! 

Welcome to this house of prayer and worship! 
We pray that your experience of worship will deepen your faith and  prepare you for the week 

ahead.  We believe God’s Spirit is present in our listening to the Word and our response of 
discipleship.  In our greeting of one another we sense the presence of Christ.  May you know His 

grace and peace today!   
Please sign the guest register when it comes to your seat. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Flowers in church today are provided by the Sanctuary Flower Fund.  If you or anyone you 

know would benefit from the beauty and joy of the arrangement, please feel free to take 
them. 

 
Open flower dates are December 4th, 11th & 18th 

To reserve your special date, please call the church office. 
  

 
 

 
 

Season of Advent 
November 27, December 4, December 11, December 18 

Each week we will light the Advent Candles remembering the themes of: Hope, Love, 
Peace and Joy. Today we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion 
will be served today to celebrate the start of the season of Advent.  No communion will be 
served on Sunday, December 4th.  During these four Sundays we will be singing Advent 
hymns and Christmas Carols. There will be special music throughout the season from our 
musicians and singers. 
 
 
 

 
2023 Church Offering Envelopes and Church Directories  

The 2023 church offering envelopes and church directories are available to be picked up in 
the hallway by the church office.  You can pick them up on Sunday morning or during 
church office hours which are Monday &Wednesday 9:00 am-3:00pm and Friday 9:00am-
1:00pm.   

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison) 
We believe in a God 
who promised to Abraham, 
who wrestled with Jacob, 
who walked with Ruth, 
who spoke with Moses, 
who grieved with Bathsheba, 
who danced with David, 
who dreamed with Joseph, 
and who hoped like Mary. 
We believe in a God who has been 
loving, inviting, transforming, and challenging us 
from generation to generation. 
And we believe that same God 
is here with us now, 
saying, “Come on in; there’s room for you here.”  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
 
Recollection & Consecration  –  Receiving Communion 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 
Thank You for creating space for us at this table. Thank You for seeing our scattered 
thoughts, our imposter syndrome, our fragments of doubt, and still saying, “Come on 
in.” Thank You for seeing our ordinary selves with anxious concerns and unflattering 
habits and saying, “I have bigger plans for you.” Thank You for seeing our fragile 
egos, and our uncertain relationships, and saying, “You still belong here.” Thank You 
for welcoming, feeding, and  blessing us again today and through this holy season! 
Amen.  
 
*Hymn #158                                “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                  (Merle’s Tune) 
 
*Advent Series Benediction (Responsive): 
As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation, we have 
been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, God has been by our side. From generation to 
 generation, we are not alone. 
The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow knows you by name, loves you, and calls 
you forth, saying,  

“Go be the person you are called to be, love wildly, do justice, and come back 
 soon.” 
May it be so.  

Amen. 



*Choral Response 
 
Postlude                              “Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying”                  (J..G. Walther) 
 
 
 
 

  
Worship Notes 

Today’s liturgy and art are from the Advent series “From Generation to Generation,” by 
A Sanctified Art, written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed (she/her), Associate Pastor for Young 
Adults and Membership at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. 

 
 
 
 

 

Genealogy of Christ 
by Rev. Lauren Wright 
Pittman 
Inspired by  
Matthew 1:1-17  
 
While creating this image, 
I spent a lot of time with 
the women mentioned in 
Jesus’ genealogy because I 
had a resounding echo of 
shame in my body that I 
had received from 
engaging with these 
narratives in my childhood. 
Their stories held a 
heaviness of judgment. In 
my experience, it seemed 
the primary function of 
recounting their lives was 
to show how broken and 
sinful they were, and 
how, despite their 
brokenness, God was 
merciful enough to use  

them. The shame I felt was also personal; along the way, I had internalized the message 
that as a woman, this was my potential for being a part of God’s story too. I had been 
handed some harmful, one-dimensional labels that immediately surfaced when I read their 
names, such as “harlot,” “prostitute,” “seductress,” and “adulterer,” just to name a few. 
Their importance was not found in the context and particularity of their narratives; instead, 
they were viewed as rough, oddly-shaped pieces 
to the puzzle of Jesus’ lineage. I had to do some work to unbind myself from the limitations 
my church had placed on these stories, and I tried to visit these women with a fresh mind 
and an open heart. What I realized was that these women—despite the loathsome, corrupt 
systems they were in—found a way to claim their voice and found enough power to 
survive. 

I was inspired by the composition and movement of the From Generation to 
Generation… logo. In this image, I chose to represent Christ using a rose at the center of 
the composition. The women mentioned in the genealogy are imaged as foundational 
leaves building and upholding Christ. All of the women are looking at the viewer and 
holding objects to represent the fact that they took their life and survival into their own 
hands. They were catalysts who propelled the lineage forward. In the bottom left, Tamar 
holds her father-in-law’s insignia, which represents how she assumes his role as the leader 
of the tribe of Judah and continues its lineage.¹ Moving counterclockwise, Rahab holds the 
red cord which she lowered to ensure the safety of her family after supplying Israelite spies 
enough information to achieve victory in Jericho. Next, Ruth holds the wheat that she 
gleaned from the field. She knows that she must marry again in order to be protected, and 
so she takes initiative with Boaz. Bath- esheba’s name isn’t even mentioned in Christ’s 
genealogy; she is referred to as the “wife of Uriah.” She withstands abuse from King 
David, survives the murder of her husband, and ensures that her son Solomon takes the 
throne. She takes matters into her own hands, becoming, as scholar Dr. Wil Gafney writes, 
“the queen mother of the united monarchy of Israel.”² Finally, there is Mary who looks 
adoringly at the rose which represents her son. Here she holds the love and pride of a 
beautiful lineage that leads to the birth of her son, the Messiah. 

These women only wanted to ensure safety for themselves and for their children; in 
the process they ensured the continuation of the lineage of Christ. Without their brilliance, 
passion, ingenuity, resourcefulness, creativity, and sacrifice, the lineage would have ended. 


