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SO HERE WE ARE in the season of Advent again! 
 
THIS YEAR, as we begin to work our way towards Christmas, we are 
doing so with an Advent series for worship. Included here for your 
considering is some information about this series and from its authors… I 
really like the series we're using, which is entitled From Generation to 
Generation. 
 
ABOUT THE THEME:  As we read through and studied the scriptures 
we selected, a line from Mary’s song of protest and praise gave us pause: 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
(Luke 1: 48b-50) 

 
DESPITE THE CHALLENGES and vulnerability she faced, Mary could 
glimpse the scale and scope of the good news she was part of bringing 
forth. This good news transcends time and space—it was and is bigger 
than just her. Christ is coming for collective liberation: God’s 
redemption is at work for years to come. Therefore, the promise is meant 
to be lived out and passed on from generation to generation. 

                         
 FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION reminds us of the ways our 
lives, histories, actions, and stories are interconnected and woven 
together. In the midst of narratives, policies, and rhetoric designed to 
divide us, what does it look like to practice belonging to one another? 
The work of God is always unfolding—in and through us. This Advent 
season, how will we carry it forth? 

                                                                                          continued on next page 
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ANOTHER THING I really like about this series is that the New 
Testament readings unfold  chronologically as we understand the 
Christmas story in sum. We’ll be looking Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 1:26-38, 
Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 1:39-58, and Luke 2:1-20, in that order -- it may 
look like jumping around, but it tells the story with its main characters in 
a logical series of events. The series does not end with Advent either, and 
goes through ‘Christmastide’ (the Twelve Days of Christmas) and 
includes the Sunday of Epiphany, which of course traditionally ends of 
the season of Christmas. The series themes follow through each of these 
Sundays as well. 
 
 FINALLY, AND NOT LEAST OF ALL, this series offers the long 
view, and really does ask us to consider, from generation to generation 
(including our generation) what does God give us?…what can we do for 
God in our time?... and what is God calling forth from us to leave behind 
as part of a Divine legacy of love, grace, and hope for the future?  I don't 
know about you, but I think that's a big part of what the Christmas story 
is all about!  Here are the main contributors to From Generation to 
Generation… 
 

 
Dr. Christine J. Hong 
Christine J. Hong (she/her) is Assistant Professor of 
Educational Ministry at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, GA. Her interests include anti-
colonial and decolonial approaches to religious and 
interreligious education and life. Hong’s interests 
also include Asian American spiritualities, and the 
spiritual and theological formation of children and 
adolescents among BIPOC  communities. Hong is a 

Teaching Elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and has spent time as 
both a religious educator and youth and young adult minister in New 
York and Southern California. She is the author of numerous articles, 
chapters in books, and two monographs, the first is, Youth, Identity, and 
Gender in the Korean American Church, published by Palgrave, and the 
second is, Decolonial Futures: Intercultural and Interreligious 
Intelligence for Theological Education forthcoming from Lexington 
Press. Dr. Hong has received a BA from Univ. of Washington, a ThM 
and MDiv from Princeton Theological Seminary, and a PhD from 
Claremont School of Theology. 
 
                                                                                     continued on next page 
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Carmelle Beaugelin 

Carmelle Beaugelin (she/her) describes herself as 
an “Afro-Latin, West-Indian, Haitian-American, 
Miamian” artist currently residing in Princeton, NJ. 
Her daily work swims in the waters of human flour-
ishing and spiritual formation at the intersection of 
Christian Spirituality & Innovation. She strives to 
create work that engages some form of “God-talk.” 
Her art moves towards the exploration of  Visio 
Divina (divine vision) via theological themes related to redemptive  
transformation, the concept of "home," hyphenated ethnic identities of 
diasporic communities, and human flourishing as a continued expression 
of divine creativity (Imago Dei). Her larger vocation is to point to the 
dignity, self-awareness, and spiritual connectedness of creative  expres-
sion in the lives of those who carry hyphenated identities, particularly 
those navigating within what it means to both black and foreign in 
America. She is the founder of BeauFolio Studio, an art house at the in-
tersection of sacred art, human-centered design, & restorative equity for 
the creatively curious 
 
I hope you like the series, and enjoy the artwork, poetry, and biblical in-
terpretation that go into it and make it so rich.  MAY YOU AND 
YOURS HAVE A BLESSED HOLIDAY SEASON! 

 

HUGS AND PRAYERS, 

Pastor Barry 
 

It’s Time For Christmas Music!! 

   
Our Chancel Choir has been working hard and rehearing extra hours to 
bring you our annual Christmas Concert.  This concert is our Christmas 
gift to St. John’s and the community. 
 
The concert this year is on Sunday evening, December 11th at 7pm. This 
year’s concert will be featuring the cantata “ Festival of Christmas “ by 
Mary McDonald.  The choir will once again be accompanied by an or-
chestra made up of students from the College Conservatory of Mu-
sic,  all under the direction of Dobin Park. 
 
Be sure to mark your calendar, and to invite your family and friends to 
hear and enjoy this wonderful holiday music.  The concert will be fol-
lowed by a festive Christmas reception in Fellowship Hall.   
Remember, December 11th at 7pm.  We will see you there!! 
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 Delta Kings Barbershop Chorus 
 

The Delta Kings Barbershop Chorus will perform a concert here at St. 
John’s on Friday, December 16th at 7:00 p.m. Come and join the fun and 
celebrate the holidays with your family and friends by enjoying a night of 
musical entertainment. The Delta Kings 
were a big hit when they performed here 
at St. John’s back in September. See you 
on the 16th. 

 
 

 
Call for Cookies  

 

If you or anyone you know has a special 
cookie recipe you would like to showcase, we 

would love for you to include it in the 
Christmas Concert Reception. The Choir is 

looking for cookies for their reception after the 
concert on December 11th. Cookies can be 
dropped off during church office hours or 

before the concert. Contact the church office 
with any questions (859) 431-1818.  

 
 

Worship Experiences at St. John’s UCC 
 

Season of Advent 
November 27, December 4, December 11, December 18 
Each week we will light the Advent Candles remembering the themes of: 
Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. On November 27 we will celebrate the  
sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion will be served on this 
Sunday to celebrate the start of the season of Advent.  
No communion will be served on Sunday, December 
4th.  During these four Sundays we will be singing 
Advent hymns and Christmas Carols. There will be 
special music throughout the season from our 
musicians and singers. 
 

Christmas Season 
The Christmas Season begins on Saturday, December 24th when we 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Join us at 
7:00 pm for our candle light Christmas Eve Service with communion.    
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A Message from the Leadership Team 
 
To the Members and Friends of St. John’s, 
 
Once again the holiday season is upon us and the season has much to 
offer at St. John’s.  This letter is your personal invitation to reconnect 
with your church.  St. John’s is a loving, caring and vibrant church.  All 
we need now is YOU. 
 
What we are asking is this–if you attended as a young person and have 
just been without God, please come back; we want you and need you 
back and involved at St. John’s. If your children or you as a child were 
either confirmed or just attended Sunday School, we would love to have 
everyone back. Back among friends.  St. John’s is a friendly, loving and 
holy place. 
 
I want to extend this invitation to you and your entire family or extended 
family to our Christmas concert on Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 7:00 
p.m.  Your church will present a musical extravaganza of seasonal mu-
sic.  Included in this performance will be St. John’s organist and music 
director, Michael Sullivan and assisting will be choir director, Dobin 
Park, members of the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music, a full 
orchestra, plus members of our own choir.  This concert is intended to 
jump start your holiday season. 
 
We hope to see many of you packing the pews and having a joyous night 
at the Lord’s house and your house of worship. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
With Seasonal Regards, 
 
Jan Knepshield 
President 

 
No Church Service on Christmas Day 

 
In order to give our staff and musicians 
some much needed family time on Christ-
mas Day, there will be no service on Christ-
mas morning at the church.  We know there 
would be a very low attendance anyway, so 
we encourage folks to stay home with family 
and friends and have a very Merry  
Christmas Day! 
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Prayer Ministry-December Blessings 
 
Watching church on a live-stream is like watching a fireplace on a 
screen. You can see it, but you don’t feel the warmth. Come to church. 
 
December, you’re the last one so be the best one. 
 
May the message of Christmas fill your life with joy and peace. Best 
wishes to you and your family during this holiday season. 
 
At Christmas let the light of Faith and the warmth of Family make the 
season extra bright. 
 
Pray not because you need something but because you have a lot to thank 
God for. 
 
During this season of giving let us take time to slow down and enjoy the 
simple things. 
 
Keep looking up. That’s the secret of life.   -Snoopy 
 
Happy December 
May the month bring you warmth, love, smiles and everything 
that fills your heart with Peace. 
 
How do the elves clean Santa’s sleigh the day after Christ-
mas? 
They use Santa-tizer!! 
 

 
November Communion Visits 

 
November Communion visits were made by John Robson, Joan  
Berkemeyer and Carol Haas. With November being the month of 
Thanksgiving we shared thankfulness that we all had the opportunity to 
visit one another, reminisce and be appreciative of the many blessings 
God has bestowed upon each and every one of us.  Home Communion is 
available to members of St. John's who are unable to worship in person 
on Sunday mornings.  Please contact the church office (Kelli Taylor) at 
859-431-1818 if you or  someone you know would like to receive home 
communion. 
Many Blessings to all. 
 

Carol Haas  
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St. John’s UCC Online Worship Services 
 

You will now be able to hear the entire in-person Sunday morning 
worship service through a link on our church website each week. You 
will also have the option of viewing a sermon and prayer only service 
each week by Pastor Barry Bordenkircher which you can access through 
our church Facebook Page,YouTube channel or website. 
 
You will be able to access these worship services in several different 
ways: 
 
 

St. John’s UCC website  (This is the Sunday morning worship service-
audio only) 
https://www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 
 
St. John’s UCC Facebook page (Pastor Barry’s sermon and prayer only 
service-video) 
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsuccnewport 
 
St. John’s YouTube Channel (Pastor Barry’s sermon and prayer only 
service-video) 
https://tinyurl.com/y8jmgxq5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Senior 
Lunch Bunch 

                     Thursday, December 8th-different day 
Noon-1:30pm 

Lunch, Drinks and Dessert Provided 
Combined gathering with the Food Pantry Workers 

Come join the fun! 
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Senior Lunch Bunch 
 

The St. John’s “Senior Lunch Bunch” met on Wednesday, November 
9th for their monthly gathering. They enjoyed an afternoon of good 

food, fellowship and fun. The group meets every second Wednesday in 
Fellowship Hall. They would love for you to join them!!  
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All Saints Sunday 
 

On Sunday, November 6, 2022 St. John’s honored those individuals who 
passed within the last year as we celebrated our All Saints Day Service. 
The service was filled with joyous hymns, an inspirational message from 
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher and the lighting of candles in remembrance of 
those we lost.  Below are the names of those individuals: 

 

Bruce Poinsett, Sr. December 6, 2021 
Sally Seibert Walters January 5, 2022 
Ray S. Kenney January 5, 2022 
James Kidney January 19, 2022 
Daniel Webster Grey February 6, 2022 
Stanley Zmurk, Jr. February 8, 2022 
Marilyn Humphrey February 19, 2022 
Donald H. Berkemeyer February 23, 2022 
Richard Walter March 6, 2022 
Donald J. Haas March 18, 2022 
Beverly J. Bill March 19, 2022 
Daniel T. Riddle April 27, 2022 
Ruth F. Hater June 4, 2022 
Orlin W. Krentz June 16, 2022 
Buena Kay Hatch June 19, 2022 
Thomas Arthur Twehues September 15, 2022 
Margaret Deaton September 23, 2022 
Margie June Schaufuss September 26, 2022 
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December Homebound Members of the Week 

We would like to celebrate and honor our homebound members of the 
week for the month of December. We appreciate and celebrate these 
individuals as our members of the week! 

 

December 4th: Judy Adams 
December 11th: John Westlund-Birthday 12/22 
December 18th: Betty Webster-Birthday 12/25 
December 25th: Edna Haverkamp 

 

 
Next Visitor Deadline:  Thursday, December 22, 2022  

 

If you would like to submit an article or receive The Visitor via email please 
contact StJohnsUCC@StJohnsUCCNewport.org. 
 
You may also visit the “News” heading on our website 
and fill out the appropriate form. 
 
A digital copy of The Visitor can be accessed at our 
website: 
StJohnsUCCNewport.org  under our “News Section.” 
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
                                                                                                                                   
DecemberBirthdays 
December 1st:  Pam Schierberg 
December 4th:  Barbara Boyers & Phil Hamilton 
December 5th:  Blakely Rice & Greyson Rice 
December 8th:  Mike Scharber & Bill Seibert Jr. 
December 9th:  Ralph Schoulthies 
December 15th:  Karen Schofield & Janet Wendel 
December 18th:  Eric Haas 
December 21st:  John Westlund 
December 22nd:  Robert Slater 
December 25th:  Betty Webster 
December 27th:  Elizabeth Schwalbach 
December 30th:  Jan Kreutzer 

 
DecemberAnniversaries 
December 2nd:  Gary & Patty Wagner (3 years) 
December 6th:  Mike & Brenda Scharber (52 years) 
 
 
St. John’s would like to wish a happy birthday and 
happy anniversary to our friends and family celebrating during the month of 
December! 

   
 

In Loving Memory of, and In Honor of...  
                                                                
 

Food Pantry 
In Loving Memory of Sue Wagner ~ Gary Wagner 
 
General Fund In Loving Memory 
In Loving Memory of all the members who passed in 2022 ~ Bonnie Hoffmann 
In Loving Memory of Pam Greenert ~ George Greenert 

 
Music Fund 
In Loving Memory of Stacey Greenert ~ George Greenert 
In Loving Memory of Betty Kiddy ~ Judy Eads 

 
Memorial Fund 
In Loving Memory of Marjorie Fuldner ~ Flo Grey 

 
 
 
 



 13 

 

Puzzles for Kids and Kids at Heart  


