
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*All who are able are welcome to stand 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
                 

Prelude                                            “The Three Kings”                                  (Wilbur Held)                              
 
Tower Bell 
  

 
*Call to Worship (Responsive) 
Baptized to begin lives of faith, 
 we would witness to all You do in our communities, in our midst, in our 
 world. 
Baptized to serve, 
 we would speak up for the voiceless, we would bring justice to those who have 
 none. 
Baptized to speak, 
 we would heal, and not hurt; we would bless, and not curse. 
Baptized to do what is right, 
 we would not play favorites, but treat each as Your Beloved. 
 
 
*Hymn #236                                     “As with Gladness”                                              (Dix) 
 
 
 

*Call to Confession 
Can you imagine a God who would rather forgive us than punish us, who calls us 'my 
delight,' rather than chiding us for being so foolish and wayward? This is why Jesus came, 
so we might know of God's tender mercy toward us. Let us confess our lives to the One 
who fills us with hope, as we pray together, saying, 
  

 

January 8, 2023 
10:00 a.m. 

The Baptism of Christ 
 



*Prayer of Adoration & Confession (Unison) 
We try to stop Jesus from coming into our lives, Patient God, for we know how 
disruptive He can be. He wants us to preach the gospel with our lives, but we prefer to 
complain how hard that is to do. He wants us to do what is right, yet wrong-doing 
comes so easily for us. He would like us not to give up until justice is done, but we just 
don't seem to have the time. 
 
We confess because we know we need to be forgiven by You, Glory and Grace. Bathe 
us in the life giving waters of Your mercy so we can come up from the water, ready to 
do good for others, to give You all the praise, to learn justice, grace, and hope from 
Your Servant, Jesus Christ  

[Silence is kept]  

*Words of Assurance (Responsive) 
You are God's Beloved.  You delight God's heart. Believe this good news, my friends! 
 The Spirit of God rests upon us, anointing us with mercy and peace. Thanks 
 be to God!  Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri                                                                                                         (Greatorex)                     

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           
and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
Children’s Chat 
   
Old Testament Lesson — Isaiah 42:1-9 

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
    or make it heard in the street; 
 a bruised reed he will not break, 

    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 He will not grow faint or be crushed 

    until he has established justice in the earth, 
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 
 

 

CONTACTS  

Phone 859-431-1818  

Email stjohnsucc@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Website www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Facebook St. John’s United Church of Christ–Newport, KY 

PROGRAM LOCATION TIME 

Coffee Fellowship Time Fellowship Hall (L.L.)  9:00 a.m. 

Worship Sanctuary 10:00 a.m. 

Infant, Toddler, Preschool & 
School Age Child Care 

South Hallway  9:30 a.m. 

 CHURCH STAFF  

POSITION PERSON CONTACT 

Settled Pastor Barry Bordenkircher Revbarryb@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Pastor of Visitation John Robson Jmarrobson@gmail.com 

Director Of Music/Organist Michael Sullivan Michael.Sullivan@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Associate Director of Music Dobin Park Pianist0587@gmail.com 

Office Administrator  Kelli Taylor Kelli.Taylor@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Director of Communication & 
Outreach 

Kyle Taylor Kyle.Taylor@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Financial Administrator  Chris Baker Financialadmin@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

   

 CHURCH LEADERS  

PERSON POSITION CONTACT 

Jan Knepshield Church President (H) 859-261-2567 (C) 859-912-2563 

Carol Fickenscher Church Vice President (H) 859-635-4638 

Carolyn Garriott Church Secretary (C) 859-801-0067 

Chuck Hawkins Church Treasurer Hawkins@NKU.EDU  

Church Office Hours 
      Monday                                    9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.                            
     Tuesday                                    Closed                                    

Wednesday                               9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
     Thursday                                   Closed 
     Friday                                        9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Calls will be answered off-site on days when the office is 
closed. 



                                 
Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning 

 

Preaching Today: John Robson 
 

Liturgist: Diana Stamm 
 

Organist: Michael Sullivan 
 

Choral Director: Dobin Park 
 

Soloists: Jisoo Bae & Dobin Park 
 

Sound Technician: Robert Pettus 
 

Greeters: Flo Grey & Tom Williams 
    

Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754 
 
                                  

This Week 
 
 Sunday, January 8:           10:00 a.m. Worship Service/Communion Sunday 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Monday, January 9:            7:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon Meeting 
                                                           7:00 p.m. Dart Ball Meeting at St. Paul’s Alexandria 
                                                    
            Tuesday, January 10:          7:00 p.m. NA Meeting 
 
            Wednesday, January 11:   11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Senior Lunch Bunch 
                                                      
            Thursday, January 12:         9:00 a.m.-Noon Food Pantry    
                                                            7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
  
 Saturday, January 14:          9:00 a.m. AA Meeting 
                                                           10:00 a.m. Leadership Team Meeting 
                                                                     
            Sunday, January 15:            10:00 a.m. Worship Service    
                    
 

 

I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

    a light to the nations, 
     to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 I am the Lord; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 

    nor my praise to idols. 
 See, the former things have come to pass, 

    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 

    I tell you of them. 
 

 
Hymn #233                              “We Three Kings of Orient Are”                 (Kings of Orient) 
                                                                      (vs. 1 & 5) 
 
 
Gathering Together in Prayer 
Joys & Concerns – Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer 
 
 Glorious God, as Jesus prayed at His baptism, Your mothering Spirit brooded over 
Him, providing sustenance and strength. So brood over us today as we offer our prayers for 
the church and world saying, Mothering Spirit, stir us with Your power.  

 We pray for Your church: may Your word spark our lives with truth and joy as we 
serve one another to the glory of Your name. Mothering Spirit, stir us with Your power.  

 We pray for all leaders and people around the globe: may Your justice provoke us 
to shape a peaceful world where all work for the common good. Mothering Spirit, stir us 
with Your power.  

 We pray for the well-being of Your creation: may Your goodness startle us to the 
horror of our exploitation and abuse. Mothering Spirit, stir us with Your power. 

 We pray for all who suffer grief or sickness of any kind: may Your tender presence 
abide with us and hasten our healing. Mothering Spirit, stir us with Your power.  

 We pray for all who lack the essentials of life: may Your righteousness raise us up 
to walk together with respect and dignity for all. Mothering Spirit, stir us with Your 
power.  

      



 We pray for those who have died, that Your steadfast love may shelter them in the 
peace of Your eternal light. Mothering Spirit, stir us with Your power.  

 O God, You have made us, formed us, and called us by name, and You have 
redeemed us in Christ. Receive our prayers this day, for Your life-giving Spirit is powerful 
to save. And we offer the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                   
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, Forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Response                                                                                                                                        

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 
 
Offertory Invitation                                      
As people who have passed through the waters of baptism, let us make our grateful offering 
to God our Redeemer.  
 
Duet                                                          “The Journey”                                     (Lloyd Larson) 
                                                                 (Jisoo Bae & Dobin Park) 

 
Where is He, O where is He?  His star blazes in the night; 

as we trace the changing skies, He is hiding from our sight. 
Can you tell us where He lies? We would worship Him tonight, 
We will Journey til we find,  and our search is turned to sight. 

 
Your guiding light shows us the way; we see your morning star ascend!   

To you dear Christ, all searches come,  
In you our Journey finds its end. 

 
The star beams its golden ray over sleepy Bethlehem, 
where with joy we find the Child, and with gifts we 

Worship Him. 
 

While we thought we came to you in a little starlit place, 
It was You who came to us, Christ the glory of God’s face. 

                                                  
*Doxology                                                                                                               (Old 100th) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hearing Assistance 
We have wireless receivers for the 
hearing impaired which you may obtain 
from an usher. 
 

 
Pastoral Care Notice 

If a pastoral care need arises, please 
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to 
Pastor Marty or John Robson to contact 
you.   

 
 

In Our Prayers 
Norma Biery, Barry Bordenkircher, 
Family of Cheryl Bordenkircher, 
Family of Rosemary Chenue, Judy 
Eads, Family of Harold Gadd, Flo 
Grey, Betty Jo Haas, Donna & Phil 
Hamilton, Marilyn Hanson, Melvin 
Hanson, Chuck Hawkins, Vickie 
Kennedy, Pam Maloney, Carol & 
Henry Marksberry, Gregg Runge, Char 
Scholl, Bill Seibert, Bruce Shay, Ed 
Von Strohe, Bonnie Walter, John & 
Peggy Westlund 
 

 
Continued Prayerful Support 

Homebound members. 
Those in assisted living and nursing 
homes. 
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 
Church Leadership Team, Ministry 
Teams, and all our church leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 

    Homebound Member of the Week 
Our homebound member of the week is Pam 
Maloney. Pam’s birthday is Monday, January 

16th. Take a moment this week to send her a card 
or give her a call as we celebrate Pam as our 

member of the week! 
Her address is: 
Pam Maloney 

Parkside Manor 
317 Oddville Pike #B 
Cynthiana, KY 41031 

 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School Age 

Child Care is Available on Sunday Mornings 
We have childcare workers available for our 
infants, toddlers, preschoolers and school age 

children.  Children can be dropped off starting at 
9:30 a.m. downstairs in the Youth Room.  You 
can ask any usher for assistance or information 

about this program.    
 

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday Services  
Did you miss a Sunday service or would like to 
hear one over again?  You can get a CD audio 

recording of any service each week down on the 
table located at the North Lobby entrance.  The 
recordings are separated by date so just look for 
the service you want to hear and take it home.  

 
COVID Update 

Just a reminder that if you become infected with 
the COVID virus, please let the church office 

know so that we can notify anyone that you may 
have been in contact with at that time. Thank you 

and everyone please stay safe. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Senior Lunch Bunch 
                                        Wednesday, January 11th 

11:30 a.m.-1:30pm 
Bring your own lunch 

Drinks and Dessert Provided 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Dart Ball League Returns  

St. Paul’s UCC in Alexandria is resuming their Dart Ball League after being shut down due 
to COVID for the past two years.  They are looking for other UCC churches to form teams 
and join the league.  If you were a part of the league in the past or are new and would like 
to join in on the fun, please contact the church office so that we can get our team formed.  
We have had an excellent team in year’s past so please join in on the fun. The first 
informational meeting is Monday, January 9th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s in Alexandria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
O God, at His baptism, You acknowledged Jesus as Your beloved Son, and through 
Him you opened to us a way to become Your children by grace. May these gifts we 
return to You be a sign of our dedication to live as Your faithful daughters and sons, 
born in the waters of baptism by the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ 
we pray. Amen.  
 

Gospel Lesson — Matthew 3:13-17  
 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
he consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 
him.  And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  
 

Sermon                               Obedience — Even for Good Americans      Pastor John Robson  

*Hymn #232                          “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                        (Picardy) 
                                                                                    (vs. 1 & 2) 

   
The Lord’s Supper 
Hear what Jesus Christ promises: 
 
Happy are those who hunger and thirst for what is right. They shall be satisfied. 
 
I am the bread of life. Those who come to Me will never be hungry; those who believe in 
Me will never thirst.   
 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with His disciples, He took the bread, 
and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they 
recognized Him. Remember the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 We remember and are thankful. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Mighty God:  we thank You for the gift of life, and for the world our home. We thank You 
for Your loving-kindness to us and all people. Your works are great and wonderful.  Your 
ways are just and true. You alone are holy. 
  

 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty; He was, He is, and He is to 
 come. 



Holy God:  we praise You for Your Son Jesus, who shared our weakness and was tempted 
in every way as we are, who obeyed You, by suffering and dying for us. You have raised 
Him to rule the world and given Him a name above every name — Lord and Christ. We 
praise Him and glorify You, great God our Father.   
 

Now give us Your Spirit in the breaking of bread, so that by Your power we may be drawn 
together and made one with Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 
 
 With Christians through all ages, we lift our hearts to You, giving   
 thanks and trusting You to use us as Your people — for the sake   
 of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 
 Distribute the bread and cup 
 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of His arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to God, 
broke it and said:  “This is My body, which is for you, do this, remembering Me. I am the 
bread of life. Those who come to Me will never be hungry; those who believe in Me will 
never thirst. Take and eat.” And in a like manner Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the 
branches.  Cut off from Me, you can do nothing. Take and drink.” 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 We thank You, God, for this supper shared in the Spirit with Your   
 Son Jesus, who makes us new and strong, and brings us life   
 eternal. We praise You for giving all good gifts in Him, and    
 pledge ourselves to serve You, ever as You have served us in   
 Jesus Christ, the Lord.  
 
Jesus said:  “I am the light of the world, anyone who follows Me will not be walking in the 
dark but all have the light of life. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 
*Hymn #231                              “Arise, Your Light Is Come!”                         (Festal Song) 

*Benediction (Responsive) 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who stood with sinners on the river bank, uphold 
you. Amen.  
 
May the love of God, who calls us beloved children, bless you. Amen. 
      
Postlude                                        “We Three Kings”                                   (Gordon Young) 
 
 

 
Welcome! 

Welcome to this house of prayer and worship! 
We pray that your experience of worship will deepen your faith and  prepare you for the 

week ahead.  We believe God’s Spirit is present in our listening to the Word and our 
response of discipleship.  In our greeting of one another we sense the presence of Christ.  

May you know His grace and peace today!   
Please sign the guest register when it comes to your seat. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Flowers in church today are provided by the Sanctuary Flower Fund. If you or anyone you 
know would benefit from the beauty and joy of the arrangement, please feel free to take them. 

 
Open flower dates are January 15th, 22nd & 29th  

To reserve your special date, please call the church office. 
  
 
 
       
Memorial Service Information for Cheryl Bordenkircher 

Cheryl Bordenkircher’s memorial service will be held here at St. John’s on Monday, 
January 16, 2023. Visitation will be from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. with the service to 

follow at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
Prayers and Sympathy 

We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family of Harold Gadd. Harold passed 
away on Wednesday, January 4, 2023. Memorial service information will be 

forthcoming. Please keep the family in your thoughts and prayers during this tender 
time. 

 
 
 

Trash cans are located at each exit for disposal of communion cups. 
 
 
 
 


