
          
  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer for the Day before Worship 

Creator God, it is you who have made us, and not we ourselves. We are dust without your breath 
of life. We are creatures, not Creator; yet you entrust the care of creation to us. Breathe your 

Spirit into us that we might be faithful in the tasks you set before us; through Jesus Christ, who 
came to redeem your lost creation. Amen. 

 

*All who are able are welcome to stand 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
                 
Prelude                               “If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee”        (Gordon Young)                        

 
Tower Bell 
 

Introit                                                  
               If you will trust in God to guide you, and hope in God through all your ways; 

                God will give strength what e’er betide you, and bear you through the evil days. 
               Who trusts in God’s unchanging love, builds on the rock that will not move. 

*Call to Worship 

Come into a season of traveling with God. 
 A time of feeling God’s presence in new ways; 
Come into a season of traveling with God. 
 A time of being reminded that we are not alone; 
Come into a season of traveling with God. 
 A time of hearing again the call to live the ways of Christ; 
Come into a season of traveling with God. 
 A time of being remade as the people of God. 
Come into this Season of Lent traveling with God. Let us Worship our God! 
 
*Hymn #356                              “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”                            (Hyfrydol) 

 

February 26, 2023 
10:00 a.m. 

First Sunday in Lent 
 



*Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
 

God of beginnings, You are our creator. From the very start of time as we understand 
it, You have been a part of our world and of our living. You created all that is, and 
You have never abandoned it. Thank You. In those times when we are unsure about 
the next day, or even the next moment, work with us, through us, and among us to 
make Your presence felt in our changing world. Assure us and all people that we are 
never abandoned, never left alone, but are all called to live as Your people. 
 
Loving Creator, we are often a confused people. In a world that so often seems to turn 
in a blur, we can get caught up in the craziness of day to day things. We lose sight of 
who we really are and where we are really going. When that happens, forgive us. 
When we are tempted to blame others for our missteps, stop us. Intervene in our lives, 
and guide us to renew our lives with You. Assure us that, even in those moments 
where we turn from You, still You seek us out and offer forgiveness. In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  
 
 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 

Hear the Good News! God who tests us also forgives us. God knows our weakness, and in 
Jesus, provides a way to a new beginning. God clears the record so that we may begin 
again, listen to God’s word, and be strengthened by the Spirit to resist temptation. Happy 
are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Dearly Beloved, believe 
the Good News! 
 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                                         (Greatorex)                     
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           

and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
Scripture From the Law: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7     

 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And 
the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”  
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  The woman said to 
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not  
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Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning 

 

Preaching Today: Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 
 

Liturgist: Vickie Grey Kennedy 
 

Organist: Michael Sullivan 
 

Choral Director: Dobin Park 
 

Sound Technician: Robert Pettus 
 

Greeters: Darlene Knepshield & Flo Grey 
    

Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754 
 
                                  

This Week 
 
 Sunday, February 26:    10:00 a.m. Worship Service/Communion Sunday-    
                                                             Season of Lent Begins                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Monday, February 27:    7:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon Meeting 
                                                                                                               
            Tuesday, February 28:    7:00 p.m. NA Meeting 
                                                                                                                                              
            Thursday, March 2:         7:00 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
                                                             
            Saturday, March 4:          9:00 a.m. AA Meeting 
                                                                     
            Sunday, March 5:           10:00 a.m. Worship Service                                 

                     

Upcoming Event 

 
 Lunch Bunch 

Wednesday, March 8th 
Noon-2:00pm 

Bring your own lunch 
Drinks and Dessert Provided 

eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ 
”But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  
 
Children’s Chat                                                                                                       Jisoo Bae                                                                                    
 

 
Scripture From the Letters of Paul:  Romans 5:12-19  
 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned—  for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin 
is not reckoned when there is no law.  Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who 
did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 
 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much 
more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded 
for the many.  And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following 
one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification.  If, 
because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all.  For just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 
Anthem                                      “Take Up Your Cross”                                 (Lloyd Larson)                                                                       
 

“Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “if you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me.” 

 
Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 

His strength shall bear your spirit up, and brace your heart and nerve your arm. 
 

Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only they who bear the cross may hope to win the glorious crown. 

 
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

“Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “and humbly follow me.” 



Scripture From the Gospels: Matthew 4:1-11                                                               
 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil.  He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished.  The tempter came and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”  But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 
foot against a stone.’ ”  Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory,  and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve only him.’ ” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
Sermon                              “I Am Not God – You Are Not God”   Pastor Marty Westermeyer 
 
*Hymn #252                  “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”             (Land of Rest) 
 
Gathering Together in Prayer 
Joys & Concerns – Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Response                                                                                                                Sing Twice 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 Hearing Assistance 
We have wireless receivers for the 
hearing impaired which you may obtain 
from an usher. 
 

 
Pastoral Care Notice 

If a pastoral care need arises, please 
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to 
Pastor Marty or John Robson to contact 
you.   

 
 

In Our Prayers 
Norma Biery, Barry Bordenkircher, 
Barb Boyers, Judy Eads, Flo Grey, 
Betty Jo Haas, Donna & Phil Hamilton, 
Marilyn Hanson, Melvin Hanson,  
Chuck Hawkins, Pam Maloney, Carol 
& Henry Marksberry, Gregg Runge, 
Char Scholl, Bill Seibert, Bruce Shay, 
Jim & Carol Thompson, Ed Von 
Strohe, Bonnie Walter, Bob Walters, 
John & Peggy Westlund 
 

 
Continued Prayerful Support 

Homebound members. 
Those in assisted living and nursing 
homes. 
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 
Church Leadership Team, Ministry 
Teams, and all our church leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 

    Homebound Member of the Week 
Our homebound member of the week is 

Robert Hasse. Take a moment this week to 
send him a card or give him a call as we 
celebrate Robert as our member of the 

week! 
His address is: 
Robert Hasse 

500 Lakeview Drive #103 
Wilder, KY 41071 

 
 

Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School 
Age Child Care is Available on Sunday 

Mornings 
We have childcare workers available for our 

infants, toddlers, preschoolers and school 
age children.  Children can be dropped off 

starting at 9:30 a.m. downstairs in the Youth 
Room.  You can ask any usher for 

assistance or information about this 
program.    

 
 

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday 
Services  

Did you miss a Sunday service or would 
like to hear one over again?  You can get a 

CD audio recording of any service each 
week down on the table located at the North 

Lobby entrance.  The recordings are 
separated by date so just look for the service 

you want to hear and take it home.  
 
 

COVID Update 
Just a reminder that if you become infected 
with the COVID virus, please let the church 

office know so that we can notify anyone 
that you may have been in contact with at 
that time. Thank you and everyone please 

stay safe. 
    



Welcome! 
Welcome to this house of prayer and worship! 

We pray that your experience of worship will deepen your faith and  prepare you for the week 
ahead.  We believe God’s Spirit is present in our listening to the Word and our response of 

discipleship.  In our greeting of one another we sense the presence of Christ.  May you know 
His grace and peace today!   

Please sign the guest register when it comes to your seat. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Flowers in church today are provided by the Sanctuary Flower Fund. If you or anyone you 
know would benefit from the beauty and joy of the arrangement, please feel free to take them. 

 
Open flower dates are March 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 

To reserve your special date, please call the church office                                                 
 

 
 
 

Membership Sunday 
There has been interest by some individuals about joining the congregation of St. John’s UCC. 
If you or someone you are acquainted with might be one of these persons, please contact the 
Church Office or Pastor Marty. We could like to schedule a Member Sunday in the near future, 
but Pastor Marty wants to be sure to offer this opportunity to all. We hope to hear from you 
soon! 

 
            

 
Relief for Turkey and Syria 

As you know Turkey and Syria were hit by a devastating earthquake and the latest reports are 
showing the death toll to be exceeding 45,000+. One cannot begin to imagine the pain and 
horror that people in those countries are experiencing. We wanted to send a reminder that if you 
want to donate to relief efforts in Turkey and Syria, the United Church of Christ is one avenue 
through which you can contribute. Here is a link to the UCC Global H.O.P.E. Team's Turkey 
and Syria Earthquake Appeal page.  
 
https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/turkey-syria-emergency-appeal/donate?
inf_contact_key=4bde88962fdc01278dad5ed330286e79f651f238aa2edbb9c8b7cff03e0b16a0 
 
If you donate through this page, you have the option of listing St. John's UCC as your church 
and your gifts will be included in our congregation's UCC mission contribution total for the 
year. Please pray for the people of Turkey and Syria. And any help you can give will be a 
blessing to those who are suffering.  

Offertory Invitation   
We are stewards in God’s garden, entrusted with the care of all the earth and of God’s 
people, our sisters and brothers. Let us give account of our stewardship as we dedicate 
material offerings and as we rededicate ourselves to the tasks Christ sets before us. 

                                                                                             
Offertory                                            “In His Memory”                                  (Carl Nygard)  
 

Who would have looked for God in a room, 
sharing a meal with friends? 

Who would have known how painfully soon  
would His life find it’s bitter end. 

Who would have looked for God breaking bread 
and sharing the cup of wine? 

Who would have heard the words that He said 
as the words of His love divine? 

This bread my body, this cup my blood. 
Take and eat, take and drink with Me. 

Eat and drink in My memory. 
Who would have looked for God in a room,  

And where was the eye to see, 
How the Lord gave us all new life in the bread, 

In His memory. 
 
*Doxology             
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
 Thank You, God, for providing so bountifully for our needs and for equipping us to 
minister in Your name. Above all, we are filled with gratitude that You sent Jesus to 
minister among us, accepting us where we are and leading us on grace-filled paths 
toward the way of righteousness You intend. We offer with our treasure our renewed 
obedience to Your purposes. Amen. 



Celebrating God’s Word in Sacrament 

             Communion is Open to ALL: saint and sinner, lost and found, believer and seeker. 
We partake of the bread together to symbolize our unity & community as God’s people. 

We shall partake of the cup individually to symbolize our solitariness 
as we each stand alone before our God 

 
 

*Affirmation of Faith: Apostles' Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one holy universal Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

*Invitation 
 
*Eucharistic Prayer 
   P:    The Lord be with you. 
   M:   And also with you. 
   P:    Lift up your hearts. 
   M:   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
   P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   M:   It is meet and right so to do. 
   P:    It is meet right and our bounden duty that we should at all times and in all places, to 

give thanks to You Almighty God. . . . . 
                                                                                   
 
*Consecration of the Elements 

Partaking of the Lord's Supper 

As is our tradition, the Elements of Communion are held until all are served 
and partake together at the direction of the Pastor. 

Also, wine is served on the outside of the tray, with grape juice on the inside. 
 

 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison) 
 

Most gracious God, we praise You for what You have given and for what You have 
promised us here. You have made us one with all Your people in heaven and on earth. 
You have fed us with the bread of life, and renewed us for Your service. Now we give 
ourselves to You; and ask that Your daily living may be part of the life of Your 
kingdom, and that our love may be Your love reaching out into the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
*Hymn #348                                    “Softly and Tenderly”                                  (Thompson) 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Choral Response 
 
Postlude                                           “Prelude in G Minor”                                   (J.S. Bach) 

 

 

 
 

Trash cans are located at each exit for disposal of communion cups. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

GO IN PEACE, SERVE THE LORD                   THANKS BE TO GOD! 

  


