
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of Meditation before Worship 

Lord, today we read in Scripture about the wonder of Abram and his faith. You called him and he 
responded. His faith is one of the many miraculous songs in our Old Testament. As we ponder 
today what it means to follow you, gracious God, remind us of Abram and his courage that heeded 
your call. He recognized your word. He experienced your sovereignty in his life. He also 
responded to your invitation with his fidelity. As we meditate anew on our call to ministry as 
baptized people, let us reflect a share of Abram’s mettle. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 

*All who are able are welcome to stand 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
                 

Prelude                                         “My Jesus I Love Thee”                               (Don Hustad)                           
 
Tower Bell 
 
Introit                If you will trust in God to guide you, and hope in God through all your ways; 

                God will give strength what e’er betide you, and bear you through the evil days. 
               Who trusts in God’s unchanging love, builds on the rock that will not move. 

              
                                                          
 
*Call to Worship 
 
Come, heaven and earth – feel the power of God. 
 Come, people of God – feel the power of God. 
Come, great and small, and know that you are in the presence of God. 
 Come, let us Worship God. 
Come, let us together Worship our God on this Sabbath Day!! 
 
*Hymn #66                                    “To God Be The Glory”  
 
 

 

March 5, 2023 
10:00 a.m. 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 



*Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
 
You keep Your eye upon us, O God; You protect us as a shield. You give us hope in 
spite of the disquiet that lingers within us. You lift our spirits and make us glad. All 
creation sings Your praise; we Your humble people laud Your name. Hear us as we 
Worship, and speak to us as we gather. For we seek to be filled with Your Spirit and 
made alive by Your abiding Word.   
Ever-Recreating God, when we cling to old identities;  
 forgive us into new being.  
When we hang on to old ideas and understandings;  
 forgive us into new thought.  
When we clutch old practices and traditions; 
 forgive us into new spirit.  
When we nurse old grudges; 
 forgive us into forgiveness.  
Re-create us as Your new people, who sit so lightly with our lives that we can rise with 
ease to follow Christ through this world to the next. Amen. 
 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 
Hear the Good News! “For the sake of the joy that was set before Him Jesus endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of  
God.” Our faith depends on Him from start to finish, and He unceasingly intercedes on our 
behalf. Therein abides our hope and our assurance. Dearly Beloved, believe the Good 
News! 
 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, now and forever. Amen.   
 
 
*Gloria Patri                                                                                                         (Greatorex)                     

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           
and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
     

Scripture From the Law: Genesis 12:1-4a 
 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran. 
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Website www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Facebook St. John’s United Church of Christ–Newport, KY 

PROGRAM LOCATION TIME 

Coffee Fellowship Time Fellowship Hall (L.L.)  9:00 a.m. 

Worship Sanctuary 10:00 a.m. 

Infant, Toddler, Preschool & 
School Age Child Care 

South Hallway  9:30 a.m. 
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Settled Pastor Barry Bordenkircher Revbarryb@stjohnsuccnewport.org 
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Director Of Music/Organist Michael Sullivan Michael.Sullivan@stjohnsuccnewport.org 
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Jan Knepshield Church President (H) 859-261-2567 (C) 859-912-2563 

Carol Fickenscher Church Vice President (H) 859-635-4638 
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Church Office Hours 
      Monday                                    9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.                            
     Tuesday                                    Closed                                    

Wednesday                               9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
     Thursday                                   Closed 
     Friday                                        9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Calls will be answered off-site on days when the office is 
closed. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 
Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning 

 

Preaching Today: Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 
 

Liturgist: John Robson 
 

Organist: Michael Sullivan 
 

Choral Director: Dobin Park 
 

Sound Technician: Robert Pettus 
 

Greeters: Bertie Jo Tuerpe & David Stamm 
    

Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754 
 
                                  

This Week 
 
 Sunday, March 5:          10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Monday, March 6:          7:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon Meeting 
                                                                                                               
            Tuesday, March 7:          6:30 p.m. East Row Historic Foundation Meeting 
                                                      7:00 p.m. NA Meeting 
 
            Wednesday, March 8:  12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. Lunch Bunch  
                                                                                                                                   
            Thursday, March 9:        9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Food Pantry        
                                                      7:00 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
                                                            
 Saturday, March 11:       9:00 a.m. AA Meeting 
                                                    11:00 a.m. Memorial Service for Thomas Twehues-St.            
                 John’s UCC 
                                                                     
            Sunday, March 12:        10:00 a.m. Worship Service/Daylight Saving Time    
      Begins      

                      
 

Children’s Chat                                                                                             Vickie Kennedy                                                                                    
 
Scripture From the Poetry of the Old Testament: Psalm 121 
 

 I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
    from where will my help come? 

 My help comes from the Lord, 
    who made heaven and earth. 

 He will not let your foot be moved; 
    he who keeps you will not slumber. 

 He who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 The Lord is your keeper; 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

 The sun shall not strike you by day 
    nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
    he will keep your life. 

 The Lord will keep 
    your going out and your coming in 
    from this time on and forevermore. 

 
 

Anthem                              “Set Me As A Seal Upon Your Heart”           (Anna Laura Page)                                                                   
 

Set me as a seal upon Your heart, 
O God, for love is as strong as death. 

The waters cannot quench love, 
neither can floods drown it. 

Set me as a seal upon Your heart. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
And renew a strong spirit within me. 

Cast me not away, from Your presence 
Restore unto me the joy of salvation. 

 
Uphold me with Your Spirit,  
Then I’ll teach Your ways, 

and sinners will be converted to You. 

 
Scripture From the Gospels: John 3:1-17 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without  



being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You  must be born from above.’ The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 

 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not 
receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.                                                           
 
 
Sermon                                             “Breathing Deeply”                 Pastor Marty Westermeyer 
 
 
*Hymn #461                         “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                               (Trentham) 
 
 
Baptism of Jisoo Bae & Isabel Seowon Lee 
  
  - Welcome 
 
  - Address 
 
  - Questions of the Candidates 
 
  - Congregational Assent 
 
Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of grace in 
baptism. Do you who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and 
care to the one about to be baptized, as they live and grow in Christ? 

 
We promise our love, support, and care. 
 
 
 

                                 Hearing Assistance 
We have wireless receivers for the 
hearing impaired which you may obtain 
from an usher. 
 

 
Pastoral Care Notice 

If a pastoral care need arises, please 
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to 
Pastor Marty or John Robson to contact 
you.   

 
 

In Our Prayers 
Norma Biery, Barry Bordenkircher, 
Barb Boyers, Judy Eads, Flo Grey, 
Betty Jo Haas, Donna & Phil Hamilton, 
Marilyn Hanson, Melvin Hanson,  
Chuck Hawkins, Pam Maloney, Carol 
& Henry Marksberry, Gregg Runge, 
Char Scholl, Bill Seibert, Bruce Shay, 
Ed Von Strohe, Bonnie Walter, Bob 
Walters, Wendy Watts, John & Peggy 
Westlund 
 

 
Continued Prayerful Support 

Homebound members. 
Those in assisted living and nursing 
homes. 
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 
Church Leadership Team, Ministry 
Teams, and all our church leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 

    Homebound Member of the Week 
Our homebound member of the week is 
Marcia Schmidt. Marcia’s birthday is 

Friday, March 10th. Take a moment this 
week to send her a card or give her a call as 
we celebrate Marcia as our member of the 

week! 
Her address is: 
Marcia Schmidt 
Rosedale Green 

4250 Glenn Avenue 
Covington, KY 41015 

 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School 
Age Child Care is Available on Sunday 

Mornings 
We have childcare workers available for our 

infants, toddlers, preschoolers and school 
age children.  Children can be dropped off 

starting at 9:30 a.m. downstairs in the Youth 
Room.  You can ask any usher for 

assistance or information about this 
program.    

 
 

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday 
Services  

Did you miss a Sunday service or would 
like to hear one over again?  You can get a 

CD audio recording of any service each 
week down on the table located at the North 

Lobby entrance.  The recordings are 
separated by date so just look for the service 

you want to hear and take it home.  
 
 

COVID Update 
Just a reminder that if you become infected 
with the COVID virus, please let the church 

office know so that we can notify anyone 
that you may have been in contact with at 
that time. Thank you and everyone please 

stay safe. 



Lunch Bunch 
Wednesday, March 8th 

Noon-2:00pm 
Bring your own lunch 

Drinks and Dessert Provided 
 

 
 
 

 
     Memorial Service for Thomas Twehues  

 
On Saturday, March 11, 2023 a memorial service will be held for Thomas Twehues 

here at St. John’s  UCC.  The service will begin at 11:00 a.m. Please keep the family in 
your thoughts and prayers during this tender time. 

 
 
 
 

The Chosen 
 

THE CHOSEN: Join us for a Saturday morning coffee and discussion group. Starting 
after Easter, Saturday April 15 - Saturday May 27 from 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. we'll be 
watching and discussing Season 3 of The Chosen. This is a multi-season series about 
the life of Christ. It's free and currently has the attention of millions of people! If you 
haven't seen The Chosen you may watch seasons 1-3 for free, simply tune into the 
Angel app on your TV or watch online. In April we will begin our discussion group 
with Season 3. If you have questions or want to talk about this idea contact Laura Haas 
or Vicki Kennedy. You may reach out to the church office for any assistance.  

 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 

Remember to set your clocks ahead by one hour next Sunday as we begin daylight 
saving time. We would hate for you to be late for church and miss the service. 

 

 - Affirmation of Faith 
Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in the triune 
God. 
Do you believe in God? 
I believe in God. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ. 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
 
- Prayer of Baptism 
 
- Act of Baptism 
 
- Prayer for the Baptized 
 
 
Gathering Together in Prayer 
 
Joys & Concerns – Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

         
 
 
Response                                                                                                                Sing Twice                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Offertory Invitation 
   
God has given us the gift of life and surrounded us with abundant resources. Again and 
again we have been blessed beyond our deserving. God has bridged the gap between 
Creator and creatures in Jesus Christ, overcoming our unfaithfulness, overpowering death, 
and heralding the reign of love. Will we express our thanks in token offerings or in an 
outpouring of our best? 
 
Offertory                                     “Softly and Tenderly”                             (arr. Joel Raney)    
                                                                      (Dobin Park-piano)  

 
*Doxology   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 

 

 

 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
 
Because You gave Jesus Christ as a gift to the world, we bring our gifts today. 
Because You have loved us, God, we renew our commitment to share love with Your 
people. Because You are even now renewing our spirits and bringing us rebirth, we 
pour out our thanksgiving. The gifts we dedicate here have always belonged to You. 
The wealth we retain for our own use is Yours as well. Use all that we have and all 
that we are to move Your world from death to life. Amen. 

 

 
*Hymn #231                            “Arise, Your Light Is Come!”                             (Festal Song)  
 
 
*Benediction 

*Choral Response 
 
 
Postlude                                           “St. Anthony Choral”                           (Haydn/Brahms)              
 

 

 

                     

GO IN PEACE, SERVE THE LORD                   THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 
 

 

          
        

 
Welcome! 

Welcome to this house of prayer and worship! 
We pray that your experience of worship will deepen your faith and  prepare you for the 

week ahead.  We believe God’s Spirit is present in our listening to the Word and our 
response of discipleship.  In our greeting of one another we sense the presence of Christ.  

May you know His grace and peace today!   
Please sign the guest register when it comes to your seat. 

 
                    

 
 

 
Flowers in church today are given in honor of Jisoo Bae and 

Isabel Seowon Lee on the joyous occasion of their Baptism from 
the Chancel Choir. May God’s blessings surround you always. 

 
 

Open flower dates are March 12th, 19th & 26th 
To reserve your special date, please call the church office                                                


