
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thought for the Day before Worship 

God does not liberate us from sin and death to abandon us on our journey of faith, but provides 
what we need to reach our destiny, 

proving that God remains in our midst. 
 

*All who are able are welcome to stand 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
                 

Prelude                                       “In Thee Have I Put My Trust”                             (J.C. Bach)                 

 
Tower Bell 
 
Introit                If you will trust in God to guide you, and hope in God through all your ways; 

                God will give strength what e’er betide you, and bear you through the evil days. 
               Who trusts in God’s unchanging love, builds on the rock that will not move. 

                                                                     
 
*Call to Worship 
 
The Messiah is come, not to meet our expectations, but to bring us the unexpected;  
 not to be known according to our definition, but to define us and reveal our true 
 identity. 
The Messiah is come, hidden among the poor and lowly, not to be readily understood but 
to understand our need,  
 not to defend our descriptions but stretch our imaginations, intrude into our 
 settled arrangements, and challenge our conceptions. 
Let us open our hearts and minds to receive the mysterious Christ, present in our midst, 
moving unpredictably in our lives.  
 Let us Worship God! 
Let us together Worship our God!! 

 

March 12, 2023 
10:00 a.m. 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 



*Hymn                               
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

CONTACTS  

Phone 859-431-1818  

Email stjohnsucc@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Website www.stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Facebook St. John’s United Church of Christ–Newport, KY 

PROGRAM LOCATION TIME 

Coffee Fellowship Time Fellowship Hall (L.L.)  9:00 a.m. 

Worship Sanctuary 10:00 a.m. 

Infant, Toddler, Preschool & 
School Age Child Care 

South Hallway  9:30 a.m. 

 CHURCH STAFF  

POSITION PERSON CONTACT 

Settled Pastor Barry Bordenkircher Revbarryb@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Pastor of Visitation John Robson Jmarrobson@gmail.com 

Director Of Music/Organist Michael Sullivan Michael.Sullivan@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Associate Director of Music Dobin Park Pianist0587@gmail.com 

Office Administrator  Kelli Taylor Kelli.Taylor@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Director of Communication & 
Outreach 

Kyle Taylor Kyle.Taylor@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

Financial Administrator  Chris Baker Financialadmin@stjohnsuccnewport.org 

   

 CHURCH LEADERS  

PERSON POSITION CONTACT 

Jan Knepshield Church President (H) 859-261-2567 (C) 859-912-2563 

Carol Fickenscher Church Vice President (H) 859-635-4638 

Carolyn Garriott Church Secretary (C) 859-801-0067 

Chuck Hawkins Church Treasurer Hawkins@NKU.EDU  

Church Office Hours 
      Monday                                    9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.                            
     Tuesday                                    Closed                                    

Wednesday                               9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
     Thursday                                   Closed 
     Friday                                        9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Calls will be answered off-site on days when the office is 
closed. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 
Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning 

 

Preaching Today: Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer 
 

Liturgist: Tom Williams 
 

Organist: Michael Sullivan 
 

Choral Director: Dobin Park 
 

Sound Technician: Rose Wendling 
 

Greeters: Flo Grey & Tom Williams 
    

Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754 
 
                                  

This Week 
 
 Sunday, March 12:          10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Monday, March 13:          7:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon Meeting 
                                                                                                               
            Tuesday, March 14:          7:00 p.m. NA Meeting 
                                                                                                                                               
            Thursday, March 16:        7:00 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
                                                            
 Saturday, March 18:          9:00 a.m. AA Meeting 
                                                                 
            Sunday, March 19:           10:00 a.m. Worship Service/One Great Hour of Sharing

           
 

 

*Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
 

Lord Jesus, You come to us in surprise encounters and, like the woman at the well, we 
only gradually recognize who it is that You must be. You reveal Your knowledge of us 
and our past lies bare before You, even as You speak to our present need. Help us to 
see our lives as You know them and to acknowledge the sin within us.  
 

We confess the arrogance in thinking that we humans have discovered all there is 
about God and creation.  
 

We confess that we close our minds to Your ongoing revelation of who You are, of 
what life is about, and to the possibilities beyond what we now conceive.  
 
We confess the limits of our mental constructs and experiences, in this life and 
concerning the next. Save us, forgive us, and free us, we pray. It is in Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

Hear the Good News!  God performed a miracle of love in breaking down the barrier 
created by our sin. Though we have only gradually understood who the Messiah is, we  
claim by faith the salvation and freedom that is God’s gift through Christ. God’s boundless 
love is revealed, and assurance of pardon and eternal life is ours. Alleluia! Dearly Beloved, 
believe the Good News! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, now and forever. Amen.   
  
*Gloria Patri                                                                                                         (Greatorex)                     

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son           
and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
Scripture From the Poetry of the Old Testament: Psalm 95 
 

 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 For the Lord is a great God 
    and a great King above all gods. 

 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are his also. 

 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

 O come, let us worship and bow down; 
    let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 



 For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of his pasture 

    and the sheep of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 

     Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
    as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 

 when your ancestors tested me 
    and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 

 For forty years I loathed that generation 
    and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 

    and they do not regard my ways.” 
 Therefore in my anger I swore, 

    “They shall not enter my rest.” 
 
 
Children’s Chat                                                                                                    Laura Haas                                                                                    
 
Scripture From the Law of the Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7 
 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, 
and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?”  So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for 
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 
people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile and go.  I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel.  He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
 

 
Anthem                                   “What Shall I Bring to the Lord?”   (Robert C. Lau) 

 
What shall I bring to the Lord when I come to worship Him? 
Shall I bring my best as offering to Him?  What shall I bring? 

Will the Lord require something special from me? 
Oh what shall I bring for a King? 

 
I could bring riches, power; now is the hour to lift our voices and sing. 
I could bring wisdom, glory, I could tell the story of Jesus, my King. 

But hear what the Lord says:  Do justice, have mercy, and walk,  
walk humbly with your God,  Walk with God. 

                 
 

                                 Hearing Assistance 
We have wireless receivers for the 
hearing impaired which you may obtain 
from an usher. 
 

 
Pastoral Care Notice 

If a pastoral care need arises, please 
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to 
Pastor Marty or John Robson to contact 
you.   

 
 

In Our Prayers 
Norma Biery, Barry Bordenkircher, 
Judy Eads, Betty Jo Haas, Donna & 
Phil Hamilton, Marilyn Hanson, 
Melvin Hanson,  Chuck Hawkins, Pam 
Maloney, Carol & Henry Marksberry, 
Gayle McAtee, Gregg Runge, Char 
Scholl, Bill Seibert, Bruce Shay, Ed 
Von Strohe, Bonnie Walter, Family of 
Robert Walters, Wendy Watts, John & 
Peggy Westlund 
 

 
Continued Prayerful Support 

Homebound members. 
Those in assisted living and nursing 
homes. 
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher 
Church Leadership Team, Ministry 
Teams, and all our church leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 

    Homebound Member of the Week 
Our homebound member of the week is 

Edna Haverkamp. Take a moment this week 
to send her a card or give her a call as we 

celebrate Edna as our member of the week! 
Her address is: 

Edna Haverkamp 
Seasons of Alexandria PC 33-1 

7341 East Alexanria Pike 
Alexandria, KY 41001 

 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool and School 
Age Child Care is Available on Sunday 

Mornings 
We have childcare workers available for our 

infants, toddlers, preschoolers and school 
age children.  Children can be dropped off 

starting at 9:30 a.m. downstairs in the Youth 
Room.  You can ask any usher for 

assistance or information about this 
program.    

 
 

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday 
Services  

Did you miss a Sunday service or would 
like to hear one over again?  You can get a 

CD audio recording of any service each 
week down on the table located at the North 

Lobby entrance.  The recordings are 
separated by date so just look for the service 

you want to hear and take it home.  
 
 

COVID Update 
Just a reminder that if you become infected 
with the COVID virus, please let the church 

office know so that we can notify anyone 
that you may have been in contact with at 
that time. Thank you and everyone please 

stay safe. 
    



 
                    
 
 

Easter Candy Needed 
St. John's will be hosting our Annual Easter Egg Hunt after Sunday worship on Palm 

Sunday April 2nd. If you would like to contribute small, individually-wrapped candies to 
be used for filling eggs, you may drop them off in the church office during regular hours 

or on Sunday morning in the boxes located at each entrance. The deadline to drop off 
candy is Wednesday, March 29th. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!! 

 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four special mission offerings of the United 

Church of Christ. This Lenten Offering supports the disaster, refugee, and development 
ministries of the United Church of Christ within Wider Church Ministries. 

 
On Sunday, March 19, 2023 St. John’s UCC will participate in One Great Hour of 

Sharing by collecting a special offering on that day. Please consider giving to this special 
project.  

 
 
 

The Chosen 
THE CHOSEN: Join us for a Saturday morning coffee and discussion group. Starting 
after Easter, Saturday April 15 - Saturday May 27 from 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. we'll be 
watching and discussing Season 3 of The Chosen. This is a multi-season series about the 
life of Christ. It's free and currently has the attention of millions of people! If you haven't 
seen The Chosen you may watch seasons 1-3 for free, simply tune into the Angel app on 
your TV or watch online. In April we will begin our discussion group with Season 3. If 
you have questions or want to talk about this idea contact Laura Haas or Vicki Kennedy. 
You may reach out to the church office for any assistance.  

 
 

Scripture From the Gospels: John 4:5-24 
 
So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 

 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  (His disciples 
had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask 
a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”  The woman said to him, 
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  Are you greater 
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?”  Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink 
of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 
so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’  for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”  The woman 
said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 
you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem.  You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews.  But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.  God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 
Sermon                                       “We Do Not Journey Alone”     Pastor Marty Westermeyer 

 
*Hymn #61                           “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                    (Wellesley) 
 
Gathering Together in Prayer 
 
Joys & Concerns – Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

         
 



Response                                                                                                               Sing Twice                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory Invitation 
 
Often we have come to the well of god’s love, and there has been living water to quench 
our thirst. Sometimes we have needed others to draw the water for us. Sometimes it is we 
who offer it to them. The world is full of thirsty people. Through our offerings, we provide 
wells and water carriers and assurance of God’s love in the place where we are and far 
beyond our own reach.   
 
Offertory                                      “There Is a Redeemer”   (arr. Mary McDonald) 

 
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 

Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done. 

 
Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, O for sinners slain. 
When I stand in glory, I will see His face; 

There I’ll serve my King forever in that holy place. 
 

Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done. 

There is a Redeemer! 

 
 
*Doxology                                                                                                              (Old 100th) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost  Amen 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
We offer You all we have, O God. Even our weariness, our frustration, our 
disappointment are things of value in your hands. For you are able to take it all, to 
take us all and transform our all into means of embracing your promises. Take, then, 
all we have and are, and use that to help bring about your realm. Amen. 
 
*Hymn #422                                      “Amazing Grace”                                   (New Britain) 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Choral Response 
 
Postlude                                  “I Will Sing My Maker’s Praises”                      (J.C. Bach)                  
 

 

 

                     

GO IN PEACE, SERVE THE LORD                   THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 
 
 

    Welcome! 
Welcome to this house of prayer and worship! 

We pray that your experience of worship will deepen your faith and  prepare you for the 
week ahead.  We believe God’s Spirit is present in our listening to the Word and our 

response of discipleship.  In our greeting of one another we sense the presence of Christ.  
May you know His grace and peace today!   

Please sign the guest register when it comes to your seat. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Flowers in church today are provided by the Sanctuary Flower Fund.   
If you or anyone you know would benefit from the beauty and joy of the arrangement, 

please feel free to take them. 
 

Open flower dates are March 19th & 26th 
To reserve your special date, please call the church office                                                


