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July 13, 2025
10:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Thought for the Day before Worship
Without a soul open for it, no word from the Lord can be received.
- Paul Tillich

*All who are able are welcome to stand
Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes To the Hills” (Alexander Schreiner)

Tower Bell

*Call to Worship

Come to the One who heals and restores us to new life.

Come to the One who turns our mourning into dancing.

Come to the One who invites us to share in a new creation.

Come to the One who calls us to spread the Good News of God’s love everywhere.
Come, let us Worship God!
*Hymn #2 “O Worship the King” (Lyons)
*Prayer of Adoration and Confession

O God, Creator of flower and iceberg, of mountain and insect, you are all around us.
In times of illness you offer comfort. In times of mourning you offer hope and joy. In
times of uncertainty you offer new creation. In times of discipleship you offer
challenge. We are in awe not only of your goodness but of your desire to offer and
expect the best from us, your people.

We ask you to bring your healing and joy to a hurting world. Strengthen us to be
those people who proclaim your good news, your extravagant welcome, your offer of
new life to all those who hunger to hear it. Help us also to be patient and tolerant with
those who choose not to accept this message or who follow other paths. Empower us to



work together for the good of your world.

Loving God, there are times when we tend to discount the gifts of others. We tend to
insist on special treatment as befits who we perceive ourselves to be. At other times,
we put ourselves down and believe that we do not deserve your love, your forgiveness,
your healing.

- You offer joy and newness of life, and we turn away.

- You offer new creation, and we cling to what is familiar to us.

Forgive us God, and challenge us to live as your new people, secure in the knowledge
that your love is more than sufficient for all our wrongdoing. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Grace

Hear the Good News! We are accepted, received, recognized, confronted and loved by
God. Let us struggle with accepting, receiving, recognizing, confronting and loving
ourselves. Dearly Beloved, believe the Good News!

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, now and forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri (Greatorex)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Old Testament: Amos 7:7-17

This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb
line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will
spare them no longer; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel
shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired
against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For
thus Amos has said, “Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his
land.” ”And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread
there, and prophesy there, but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is
a temple of the kingdom.”

Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet nor a prophet’s son, but [ am a herdsman and a
dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me,
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” “Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. You say, ‘Do not
prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against the house of Isaac.” Therefore thus says the Lord:
Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the
sword, and your land shall be parceled out by line; you yourself shall die in an unclean land, and
Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.”

Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning

Preaching Today: Vickie Grey Kennedy
Liturgist: Kyle Taylor
Organist: Michael Sullivan
Sound Technician: Robert Pettus
Greeters: Laura Haas & Tom Williams

Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754

This Week
Sunday, July 13:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Florence Community Band
Concert

Monday, July 14: 7:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon Meeting

Tuesday, July 15: 7:00 p.m. NA Meeting
7:00 p.m. East Row Garden Club Meeting

Thursday, July 17:  3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Yoga Class Fellowship Hall
Saturday, July 19:  9:00 a.m. AA Meeting

Sunday, July 20: 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
11:15 a.m. Cookies & Lemonade
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GO IN PEACE, SERVE THE LORD THANKS BE TO GOD!



Hearing Assistance
We have wireless receivers for the
hearing impaired which you may
obtain from an usher.

Pastoral Care Notice
If a pastoral care need arises, please
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to
Pastor Marty or Pastor John Robson to
contact you.

In Our Prayers
Judy Adams, Joan Berkemeyer, Norma
Biery, Yvonne Daniels, Bob Gray, Flo
Grey, Betty Jo Haas, Marilyn Hanson,
Melvin Hanson, Chuck Hawkins, Jean
Morrow, Ed Von Strohe, Wendy Watts
& Marty Westermeyer

Weekly Praver List for Northern
Kentucky UCC Cluster

St. John UCC, Bellevue
Allen Fluent, Interim

St. John’s UCC, Newport
Martin Westermeyer, Interim

Continued Praverful Support
Homebound members.
Those in assisted living and nursing
homes.
Church Leadership Team, Ministry
Teams, and all our church leaders.
Designated Pastor Rev. J. Martin
Westermeyer
Pastor of Visitation John Robson

Homebound Member of the Week
Our homebound member of the week is
Janice Keeney. Take a moment this week to
send her a card or give her a call as we
celebrate Janice as our member of the week!
Her address is:

Janice Keeney
10630 Marshall Road
Covington, KY 41015

Children’s Activity Bags

Activity bags for the children are located at
each entrance of the church. Feel free to
pick up a bag for your child (children) to
work on during the worship service. When
the service is done just drop the bags off at
each exit so that we may replenish the bags
for the following week.

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday
Services

Did you miss a Sunday service or would
like to hear one over again? You can get a
CD audio recording of any service each
week down on the table located at the North
Lobby entrance. The recordings are
separated by date so just look for the service
you want to hear and take it home.

Online Video Worship Services
You can view our online video Sunday
worship services through our church
website: www.stjohnsuccnewport.org, our
Church’s Facebook Page or YouTube
Channel (just search our church’s name on
Facebook/YouTube) and through the
Constant Contact weekly email, (just click
the online worship button at the bottom of
the page). Hope you enjoy the services!

Scripture Reading from the New Testament: Colossians 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and
faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid
up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that
has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing
fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This
you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our
behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you
may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that
you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and
as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes
from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks to
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued
us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Solo “It Is Well With My Soul”
(Mark Behrendt-soloist)

(John Ness Beck)

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou_has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

It is well, with my soul,
It is well, with my soul,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

My sin, oh, the joy of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.

Scripture Reading from the Gospel: Luke 10:25-37

An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the
right answer; do this, and you will live.”


https://www.definitions.net/definition/attendeth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sorrows
https://www.definitions.net/definition/billows
https://www.definitions.net/definition/taught
https://www.definitions.net/definition/glorious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/nailed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/praise
https://www.definitions.net/definition/haste
https://www.definitions.net/definition/faith
https://www.definitions.net/definition/clouds
https://www.definitions.net/definition/rolled
https://www.definitions.net/definition/trump
https://www.definitions.net/definition/shall

But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped
him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that
road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came upon
him, and when he saw him he was moved with compassion. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which
of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Sermon “The Plumb Line and The Samaritan”  Vickie Grey Kennedy

*Affirmation of Faith: Trust In God

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father. In sovereign love God created the
world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every
race and people, to live as one community. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with
Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Hymn #426 “Blessed Assurance” (Assurance)

Gathering Together in Prayer
Joys and Concerns — Silent Prayer — Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Response
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

Offertory Invitation

God has entrusted the earth to our stewardship. Once again, we give account of our
management as we return a fair portion to do the work of the church. How can we give
thanks for the free gift of God’s forgiving grace? How shall we honor the One who
numbers the hairs on our heads and weeps for those persons unvalued and forgotten in our
midst?

(Natalie Sleeth/arr. Larson )

Offertory “Hymn of Promise”
(Mark Behrendt-soloist)

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity,
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

“Doxology (0ld 100™)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost Amen

*Prayer of Dedication

We offer ourselves for the healing of the world and for the transformation of lives.
Use us and our gifts to bring healing and wholeness, to bring hope, and to bring
others into the joy of your wondrous realm. Amen.

*Hymn #443 “Trust And Obey” (Trust And Obey)
(vs.1&2)

*Benediction

Postlude “Postludium in C” (Gordon Young)



