St Johnas %Q/ TO BE HIS LIGHT THAT TRANSFORMS LIVES
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

January 18, 2026
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Thought for the Day before Worship

Whatever we practice, not (save at rare intervals) what we preach,
is usually our great contribution to the conversion of others.

— C.S. Lewis, “Letter to a Lady, 2 February 1955,” in W. H. Lewis, “Letters of C.S. Lewis ”.

*All who are able are welcome to stand
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude “Sabbath Prayer”

Tower Bell

Introit
Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me;
Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall a-fresh on me.

*Call to Worship: Adapted from Psalm 40:1-11

As we wait patiently for the Lord,

As we look for deliverance from what we suffer,

God hears; God draws us out; God makes our steps secure;
And God gives us new songs of praise to sing.

We come, with confidence and trust, to worship God,

(A. Schreiner)

And to declare God’s faithfulness, steadfastness, and love in the great congregation.

Let us Worship our God!!

*Hymn #247 “Sing of God Made Manifest”

(Salzburg)



*Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We come to you with joyful hearts, O God, hearts filled with wonder and praise: for
the magnificence of the cosmos you have created; for the constantly changing
complexity of the life you have given us; but most of all for your Incarnation, your
dwelling, among us. The knowledge that you have provided us with a Savior is too big
to keep to ourselves — as it was for John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul and
countless others whose lives have been altered by knowing him who is the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world. Help us, in speaking and acting, to tell the
Good News of forgiveness and love of him who is your Son, under whose Mercy we
stand.

Our lives are filled with words, O God, words and words and words: on television, in
books, on the Internet; words we hear and words we speak. Our culture of words lulls
us into complacency.

We say we believe in helping others; we even identify who those “others” might be:
the homeless, the helpless, the hopeless; those who lack food, shelter, companionship;
those who have been beaten down by life or left behind in our affluent society.

Even so, we too often fail to follow our words with actions.

Forgive us, we pray. Help us to connect what we say and what we do, that we

may become ever-growing disciples of him who is your Mercy, our Savior, our
Deliverance, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Assurance of Grace
Hear the Good News! Grace and peace is given to you in Jesus Christ. All who call upon
his name he claims as his own. God will keep you firm to the end, without reproach on the
Day of our Lord Jesus. It is God who called you to share in the life of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ. God keeps faith and forgives our sin. Dearly Beloved, believe the Good News!
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, now and forever. Amen.
*Gloria Patri (Greatorex)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

From the Letters of Paul: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not
lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful,
by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Welcoming and Leading Us This Morning
Preaching Today: Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer

Liturgist: Tom Williams

Organist: Michael Sullivan
Chancel Choir Director: Tony Burdette

Sound Technician: Robert Pettus
Greeters: Darlene Knepshield & Julie Ollier
Ushers: Steve Twehues, Ralph Schoulthies & Mike Hanson

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722754

This Week
Sunday, January 18:  10:00am Worship Service

Monday, January 19:  Church Office Closed-Martin Luther King Jr. Day
7 :00pm AA & Al-Anon Meeting

Tuesday, January 20: 7:00pm NA Meeting
7:00 pm East Row Garden Club Meeting

Wednesday, January 21: 7:00pm - 8:30pm Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 22:  3:00pm-4:00pm Yoga Class Fellowship Hall
Saturday, January 24: 9:00am AA Meeting

Sunday, January 25: 10:00am Worship Service
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GO IN PEACE, SERVE THE LORD THANKS BE TO GOD!

Anthem “Festival Jubilate” (Patti Drennan)

Jubilate Deo! Joyfully sing unto God.
Sing joyfully, joyfully sing unto God. Jubilate Deo!
Sing joyfully unto God!
Serve the Lord with gladness. Enter His courts with praise.
Into God's presence we come with joy. Give thanks to the Father and praise His holy name.
Jubilate Deo! Sing unto God. O sing joyfully, joyfully sing unto God. Enter his gates with
thanksgiving. Enter his courts with praise. The Lord is gracious, the Lord is good.
Give thanks to the Father and praise His holy name.
Jubilate Deo. Joyfully sing unto God.
O sing joyfully unto God. Jubilate!

From the Gospels of the New Testament: John 1:29-42

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen
One.”

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by he
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed.) He brought Simon
[to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called

Cephas” (which is translated Peter.)

Sermon “Life Is Like a Box of Chocolates” Rev. J. Martin Westermeyer



* Affirmation of Faith: from A New Zealand Prayer Book
You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We Worship you. Amen.

*Hymn “Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me”
(see next page)

(The Holy Spirit)

Gathering Together in Prayer
Joys and Concerns — Silent Prayer — Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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T T ;| —p—— 1 1
%:ﬂ:—i:‘:‘:‘ } ‘.—d:’—d——‘:’éjﬁ:::{
Come and fill our hearts  with your peace. You a-lone, O Lord,are ho - ly.
Con - fi - te-mi - ni Do -mi - no quo - ni - am bo - nus.

PR e = == E==— = SE———
| S—  m— L) i

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, Al-le - lu - ia!
Con - fi - te - mi - ni Do - mi - no, Al-le-lu - - ial

he — 1

C

Hearing Assistance
We have wireless receivers for the
hearing impaired which you may
obtain from an usher.

Pastoral Care Notice
If a pastoral care need arises, please
contact the church office at (859) 431-
1818 and we will get a message to
Pastor Marty or Pastor John Robson to
contact you.

In Our Pravers
Judy Adams, Joan Berkemeyer, Judy
Eads, Flo Grey, Betty Jo Haas, Eric
Haas, Ryan Hanson, Betty Hasse,
Vickie Kennedy, Ed Von Strohe,
Wendy Watts & Marty Westermeyer

Weekly Praver List for Northern
Kentucky UCC Cluster

Immanuel UCC; Bromley
Jack Denham

Christ UCC; Ft. Thomas
Diane Vego, Interim

Continued Prayerful Support
Homebound members.
Those in assisted living and nursing
homes.
Church Leadership Team, Ministry
Teams, and all our church leaders.
Designated Pastor Rev. J. Martin
Westermeyer
Pastor of Visitation John Robson

Homebound Member of the Week
Our homebound member of the week is
Bertie Jo Tuerpe. Take a moment this week
to send her a card or give her a call as we
celebrate Bertie Jo as our member of the
week!

Her address is:
Bertie Jo Tuerpe
999 Lincoln Road
Dayton, KY 41074

Children’s Activity Bags

Activity bags for the children are located at
each entrance of the church. Feel free to
pick up a bag for your child (children) to
work on during the worship service. When
the service is done just drop the bags off at
each exit so that we may replenish the bags
for the following week.

Audio Recordings of Our Sunday
Services

Did you miss a Sunday service or would
like to hear one over again? You can get a
CD audio recording of any service each
week down on the table located at the North
Lobby entrance. The recordings are
separated by date so just look for the service
you want to hear and take it home.

Online Video Worship Services
You can view our online video Sunday
worship services through our church
website: www.stjohnsuccnewport.org, our
Church’s Facebook Page or YouTube
Channel (just search our church’s name on
Facebook/YouTube) and through the
Constant Contact weekly email, (just click
the online worship button at the bottom of
the page). Hope you enjoy the services!




HENRY HOSEA HOUSE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Good News! We have a fifth Friday opening on Friday 01/30/26. We are looking for 7

volunteers to work from 3:30-6:00 PM to help serve dinner. If you and/or friends and
family would be able to help, please text or call Pat Goins at 859-250-2830. Thank you in
advance for helping with this important community outreach venture.

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY AT ST. JOHN’S
Join St. John’s on Sunday, February 8th as we celebrate Super Bowl Sunday with our
“Souper” Bowl Event. This event will be a two-part event consisting of a food drive and
luncheon following Sunday Worship.

Before worship, we will be hosting a canned food drive benefiting the St. John’s UCC
Food Pantry to help individuals in need in our local area. We are asking everyone to bring
in a canned food item (items that are especially needed: canned fruit, peanut butter,
jelly, pudding, maple syrup, and vegetable oil etc.) and place it in the baskets located at
either entrance of the Sanctuary.

Then, following worship, join us in Fellowship Hall where we will be hosting a light
luncheon of soup, salads, and desserts.

If you would like to help, sign-up sheets for food will be located at the entrances of the
sanctuary of the church. Please sign up if you would like to bring a soup, salad or
dessert, or just come for the luncheon. Reservations are also welcomed, and you will
find forms in the bulletin to do so, or you may contact the church office. Reservation forms
may be placed in the offering plates on Sunday morning.

We hope you can join us as we gather for worship and fellowship while also helping our
local community with this fun event. If there are any questions, please contact the church
office.
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Offertory Invitation

God does not require sacrifices and burnt offerings, but in our delight to do the will of God
we bring our best in thanksgiving and praise. We rejoice in the abundant gifts of God,
which enable us to share. Let us generously support our mutual efforts to be faithful to the
One who is faithful to us.

Offertory “Only God” (Mary McDonald)

Only god can move a mountain; only God can calm the sea.
Only God can heal a wounded spirit; Only God, only God.
Only God can hear my heart’s cry; only God, my sin atone.
Only God can give us calm assurance, only God, only God!
God Almighty, most Holy wise God; You are the power and the glory,
O God, our God!
Only God can be our refuge; only God can be our strength.
Only God will stand as our Defender, only God, only God!
God is the power; only God in majesty!
Only God will reign as King forever, only God, Only God!

*Doxology (Lasst Uns Erfreuen)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, you have multiplied your wondrous deeds and your love toward us in
many ways. We give you thanks for your grace, given to us in Christ Jesus, and for
your constant faithfulness toward us. In response, we offer you these our gifts,
praying that you will use them to strengthen the work of your church in the world;
through the merits and under the Mercy of your Son, Christ our Lord, we pray.
Amen.

*Hymn #350 “The Summons” (Kelvingrove)
*Benediction

*Choral Response
God be with you till we meet again,
by His counsels guide uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you,
God be with you till we meet again.

*Postlude “Fanfare” (Jean Joseph Mouret)

WELCOME!
Welcome to this House of Prayer and Worship!

We pray that your experience of worship will deepen your faith and prepare you for the
week ahead. We believe God’s Spirit is present in our listening to the Word and our
response of discipleship. In our greeting of one another we sense the presence of Christ.

May you know His grace and peace today!
Please sign the guest register when it comes to your seat.

The greenery at the pulpit and baptismal font are provided by the church.

Open flower dates are January 25th, February 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd
To reserve your special date, please call the church office.

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS
For online giving, please scan the QR code.

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 18TH
January 23rd: John Robson
January 24th: Robert Pettus




